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King leaves for Austria 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein on Sat- 
urday headed for Vienna. Austria on a several-day private 
visit. King Hussein was seen off at Queen Alia Interna- 
tional Airport by His RoyaJ Highness Prince Moham- 
mad the King's personal representative and Hi* Royal 
Highness Grown Prince Hassan. the Regent. The King 
was also seen off by Royal family members. Prime Min- 
ister Abdul Salam Majali, Royal Court Chief Awn Kha- 
sawneh. Speaker of the Senate Zeid Rifai. Speaker of the 
Lower House of Parliament Sa'd Hayel Srour. Cabinet 
ministers as well as senior civil and military officials. 
King Hussein was accompanied by Their Royal High- 
nesses Prince Hamzeh, Prince TaiaL director of the State 
Security Council and Her RoyaJ Highness Princess 
Ghida Talal. Prince Hassan was sworn in before King 
Hussein as Regent during the King’s absence. 
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Iraq denies rejecting food deals, plays 
down significance of chemical discovery 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

IRAQ DENIED Saturday 
U.S. claims that it told the 
United Nations to reject 
contracts for SI 00 million 
in food and medicine under 
the UN. oil-for-food deal. 

"The remarks by the U.S. 
spokesman are bristling 
with deceptions and falsi- 
fied facts." Iraqi Trade Min- 
ister Mohammad Mabdi 
Salah was quoted by the 
official LNA news agency as 
saying. 

U.S. State Department 
deputy spokesman James 
Foley said Friday that Iraq 
informed the U.N. Monday 
that it no longer agreed to 
the contracts. 

■The U.S. would have 
raised no objection whatso- 
ever to these contracts." he 
said. “We cannot begin to 
understand the reasons or 
motivations behind Bagh- 
dad acting in this way 
against the humanitarian 
interests of their own peo- 
ple.” 

A Slate Department offi- 
cial said Iraq was seeking to 
purchase spare pans 
instead, although it was not 
known what purpose this 
equipment would serve. 

The Iraqi minister 
charged that U.S. policy is 
“blocking the contracts, 
leading to major shortages 


of food and medical prod- 
ucts." 

“The U.S. administration 
continues to hamper the 
arrival of food and medi- 
cine... to implement its pol- 
icy of plotting against Iraq." 
he added. 

Also on Saturday, Iraq 
played down the signifi- 
cance of the suspect chemi- 
cal substance U.N. 
weapons inspectors record- 
ed Friday, saying the 
inspectors knew about it 
previously and that it was 
not dangerous. 

“This affair is beginning 
to take on a disproportion- 
ate! significance,” Iraqi 
presidential advisor Gener- 
al Amer Saadi said, quoted 
by the official IN A news 
agency. 

‘The substance that the 
inspection teams found in a 
container had been used in 
an old chemical weapons 
programme as a precursor 
agent. It’s not a dangerous 
product." Mr. Saadi said. 

“The container had been 
emptied” of the suspect 
substance “and has been 
used since 1991 as a tank at 
a site, and the inspection 
teams know it," he said. 

He did not say what the 
nature of the site was or 
where the container was 
found, but added that if was 
under surveillance by cam- 
eras of the U.N. Special 


Aziz accuses UNSCOM chief 
of seeking escalation of crisis 


BAGHDAD l AFP) — Iraqi Deputy Prime Min- 
ister Tareq Aziz Saturday accused U.N. weapons 
chief Richard Butler of “seeking an escalation" 
in the Iraqi-U.N. crisis. 

“It is irritating that Mr. Butler continues to 
make statements which are not objective, and 
which serve America’s plot to provoke an esca- 
lation” of tensions, Mr. Aziz told the official Iraqi 
news agency 1NA. 

Mr. Butler, the chairman of the U.N. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) on disarming Iraq, 
said on Friday dial Baghdad was hiding ele- 
ments of its forbidden weapons in its presidential 
palaces, sites declared off-limits to inspectors. 

But Mr. Aziz accused Mr. Butler of “continu- 
ing his campaign of false and partial statements 
about (be meetings in Baghdad, and we have 
informed the members of the Security Council 
about that in writing." 


He said the participation of British. French and 
Russian representatives at his talks with Mr. But- 
ler in Baghdad last week were “veiy useful in 
revealing the truth.” 

Iraq has refused UNSCOM inspectors access 
to sites it says are vital to its sovereignty. 

And Friday Mr. Butler said “we have evi- 
dence. or reason to believe that prohibited items 
have been and/or do exist in places that would be 
within that category for presidential or sovereign 
sites.” 

Bui Mr. Aziz retorted that inspection teams 
hud carried out a total of 1 16 inspections at 
"national security” sites in 1994 and 1996 based 
on similar information “and nothing was found." 

On Friday. Mr. Aziz gave foreign journalists in 
Iraq a tour of six presidential palaces, in a move 
described as “pure propaganda” by U.S. Ambas- 
sador to the Unired Nations Bill Richardson. 


Commission on disarming 
Iraq (UNSCOM). 

“The possibility that a 
minute trace, corresponding 
to one pan per several mil- 
lion. remains in the contain- 
er can’t be ruled out," he 
said. 

“The manner in which 
this matter has been raised, 
without awaiting the end of 
the inquiry, does not serve 
truth and objectivity whose 
importance [UNSCOM 


chief Richard] Butler 
emphasises," the general 
said. 

Mr. Butler rold ABC tele- 
vision Friday: “We took a 
sample from a barrel which 
should have been dry. It 
wasn't. It was moist, and 
the sample we took seems 
at this date to be consistent 
with a precursor to a chem- 
ical weapon, those things 
that you use in order to 
move on to make a chemi- 


cal weapon.” 

Meanwhile, the U.S. 
asked the U.N. Security 
Council on Friday to con- 
demn any refusal by Iraq to 
place areas off-limits to 
U.N. arms inspectors, bur 
France’s envoy cast doubt 
on whether the statement 
would win approval. 

U-S. ambassador Bill 
Richardson submined the 

(Continued on page 7) 


; I; Baghdad calls for 
withdrawal of Turkish 
troops from its north 


BAGHDAD (.AFP) — 

- Baghdad called on Satur- 
day for Ankara to withdraw- 
its troops from northern 
Iraq, saying they remain 
there despite statements by 
Turkish officials that mili- 

- tary ground operations a/e 
over. 

“The Iraqi government 
demands the total and 
immediate withdrawal of 
Turkish forces from Iraqi 
territory.’’ a foreign min- 
istry spokesman said in a 
r:i: statement quoted by the 

-■ Iraqi official news agency 

ina. 

The spokesman also said 
that Turkish officials’ 
announcements that .Ankara 
has finished its military 
operations in northern Iraq 
are "merely an attempt to 
hide the truth and. to fool 
Turkish public opinion.” 


Turkish military officials 
announced on Dec. 1 1 that 
Ankara had called an end to 
the ground-based part of its 
operation against Turkish 
Kurds in northern Iraq due 
to bod weather. 

But there has been no for- 
mal government announce- 
ment of the end of the Turk- 
ish operation, which is the 
third in Kurdish areas of 
northern Iraq since May. 

The Iraqi statement also 
said that Turkish forces 
“have conducted 55 opera- 
tions in Iraqi territory dur- 
ing the last years." 

Turkey has said its opera- 
tions are in pursuit of Turk- 
ish-Kurds with the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK). which 
is seeking self-rule in 
.southeastern Turkey and 
maintains bases in northern 
Iraq. 


Fara’aneh says visit to 
Knesset not official 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — Despite harsh 
criticism from fellow 
deputies. Deputy- Hamadeh 
Fara'aneh said Saturday 
that he felt no guilt for the 
visit he and another MP 
made to Israel last week. 

"The visit was made 
upon a personal invitation 
we received and we did not 
represent the Parliament,” 
said Mr. Fara’aneh, who 
visited Israel with Moham- 
mad Ra’afat on Thursday, 
the first public visit by Jor- 
danian MPs to Lhe Jewish 
state. 

The visit prompted 
strong reactions from dif- 
ferent political, indepen- 
dent and union leaders who 
- demanded the immediate 
"expulsion” of the two 
s MP’s from the 80-member 
Lower House of Parlia- 
ment. 


Mr. Fara’aneh, a frequent 
visitor to Israel, was elect- 
ed in Amman's First Dis- 
trict in the Nov. 4 elections. 

Mr. Ra'afat an indepen- 
dent Islamist who repre- 
sents the Baqa’a refugee 
camp, a home for 120.000 
Palestinians, was recently 
quoted in the media as say- 
ing he was ready to visit 
Israel. 

Mr. Fara’aneh told the 
Jordan Times in a tele- 
phone interview from 
Jerusalem that he and Mr. 
Ra'afat met with the speak- 
er of the Israeli Knesset, 
Dan Tichon, and held talks 
with Uzi Landaw, chair- 
man of the foreign affairs 
committee in the Israeli 
parliament. 

He added thar during the 
four-day visit, they also 
met with chairman of inte- 
rior committee in the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Arafat vows to liberate 
West Bank, Jerusalem 


CAIRO (AFP) — Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat Satur- 
day struck back at Israeli 
assertions that the occupied 
West Bank was part of “Israel 
proper" with a vow to liberate 
the territory from Jewish 
occupation. 

President Arafat also vowed 
to make Jerusalem the capital 
of a Palestinian state and 
appealed for decisive U.S.. 
Russian and European action 
to confront Israel’s “flagrant 
and dangerous violations.” 

“The Palestinian people are 
attached to their occupied 
land and to liberating it from 
the claws of Israeli occupa- 
tion,” Mr. Arafat told 
reporters before leaving Cairo 
after a one-hour meeting with 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. 

"What [Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyaminj Netanyahu 
said yesterday is a dangerous 
and flagrant violation of the 
peace process and what has 
been agreed upon." 

“Jerusalem is the capital of 
a Palestinian state. We refuse 
the Judaisation of Jerusalem 
and we refuse to give up an 
inch of Jerusalem,” President 
Arafat said. 

Israel occupied the West 
Bank. Gaza Strip and Arab 
east Jerusalem in 1967 and 
claims Arab east Jerusalem as 
part of its eternal, undivided 
capital. 

On Friday Mr. Netanyahu 
drew European fire and U.S. 
criticism by declaring: ‘There 
is no body of water separating 
the West Bank from Israel 
proper. It is out back yard, it is 
not foreign land to us.” 

The Israeli leader also 
vowed to fight U.S. pressure 
to make “significant and cred- 
ible” troops withdrawals from 
the territory to help break the 
nine-month deadlock in 
peace talks. 

His remarks threatened to 
derail the latest U.S. efforts to 
break the deadlock and cast 
doubt on separate meetings 
due next month between U.S. 
President Bill Clinton, Mr. 
Netanyahu and President 
Arafat 

“All similar meetings have 


led to promises that are never 
respected by the Israeli side," 
Mr. Arafat said before coming 
to EgypL 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Moussa, who attended 
the Arafai-Mubarak meeting, 
told reporters that the Pales- 
tinian leader was pessimistic 
over the expected results from 
talks with Mr. Clinton. 

"The impasse appears very 
close. Until now Arafat is 
speaking of the total lack of 
progress.” Mr. Moussa said 

He accused Israel of having 
"rolled hack” on its commit- 
ments and stressed that the 
West Bank was an Israeli- 
occupied Palestinian territory 
which should be returned to 
its owners. 

“There must be total with- 
drawal. We refuse this rolling 
back in the positions. If this 
approach persists it will mean 
the destruction of the peace 
process.” Mr. Moussa said. 

In Amman, the Palestinian 
Islamist group Hamas said 
Mr. Netanyahu's statement 
was a “strike” at the Palestin- 
ian National Authority and a 
blow to "Arab groups who 
continue to evoke peace as a 
strategic choice.” 

■This statement reflect the 
ideology of the Likud party 
led by Netanyahu and the true 
face of the Zionist occupation 


which controls all Palestinian 
territory,” Hamas spokesman 
Ibrahim Goshe said 
Mr. Arafat meanwhile 
recalled that the Palestinians 
agreed to attend the 1991 
Madrid peace conference “on 
the principle of land-for- 
peaee and to open a new 
chapter but it is clear that 
Netanyahu does not want 
such a peace, he wants peace 
in exchange for security.” 

The Palestinian leader 
urged the U.S. and Russia, as 
co-sponsors of the Middle 
East peace process, along 
with the European Union and 
the rest of the international 
community to “iake a deci- 
sive and dear stand in front of 
this new Israeli violation of 
international law and agree- 
ments signed between us.” 
President Arafat arrived 
overnight Friday in Cairo 
after wrapping two days of 
separate talks with U.S. Sec- 
retary of State Madeleine 
.Albright and Luxembourg 
Prime Minister Jean-Claude 
Juncker, whose country holds 
the current ELI chairmanship. 

Mr. Juncker chided Mr. 
Netanyahu, saying his state- 
ment on the West Bank “runs 
contrary' to international law 
and against the principles of 
land for peace.” 


Israel denies Hizbollah’s 
report of exchange accord 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — A high Israeli official denied Saturday a 
Hizbollah statement saying that the Jewish state had replied 
favourably to the group's offer to exchange the bodies of Israeli 
soldier* for Lebanese prisoners. An Israeli defence official told 
AFP here that "that efforts are continuing to reach an agreement, 
but there has been no breakthrough yet" in negotiations. 

Hi2bollah said earlier Saturday that Israel has responded 
favourably to its offer to exchange the remains of Israeli soldiers 
killed in south Lebanon for Lebanese political prisoners and the 
bodies of Hizbollah combaiams. Hizboliah's deputy- Secretary 
General Naim Kassem. who made the announcement to reporters 
in the eastern Bekaa Valiev, said the exchange for Lehanese pris- 
oners and the bodies of Hizbollah combatants would be through 
the Internationa] Committee of the Red Circs (ICRC). 

"We were informed of Israel's acceptance of our conditioas 
regarding tire return of the bodies of our martyrs and the libera- 
tion of prisoners detained by Israel at Khiam ( south Lebanon) and 
in the prisons of occupied Palestine" in Israel. Mr. Kassem said. 



His Royal Highness Crown. Prince Hassan presents the 'Crown Prince Award' medals to 
participants on Saturday (Photo by Boghos) 

Crown Prince calls on youth 
to shoulder responsibility 


AMMAN (J.T.t — HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, said Saturday that 
Jordan needs the upcoming 
generation to shoulder the 
responsibility for the future 
stage, a generation that has 
Lhe true sense of belonging 
to the country and its 
future. 

Addressing a ceremony 
for the presentation of the 
golden medals to the youths 
who took part in the Crown 
Prince Award contest. 
Prince Hassan said that the 
needs of the youth should 
be understood, adding that 
citizenship is a responsibil- 
ity and if the youth want to 
enjoy freedom they should 
shoulder responsibility-. 

Urging the youth to 


remain committed to the 
development of their coun- 
try. Prince Hassan said the 
youth have the responsibili- 
ty of interacting with their 
country and its needs and 
adapting themselves to 
inevitable changes in soci- 
ety. 

He said the youth should 
invest their talents in useful 
work to attain the objec- 
tives of their country- and 
their nation and to enhance 
the concept of the state of 
law. 

“What we have learned 
from our training pro- 
gramme should be put into 
practice and our experi- 
ments should be employed 
to offer service to the coun- 
try and its future." added 


the Crown Prince. 

The Regent thanked the 
teachers, doctors, and all 
those who were in charge of 
the youth programmes. 

Prince Hassan said: "Jor- 
dan is facing a challenge in 
the sports field as ii, pre- 
pares itself to host the 1999 
Pan-Arab Games. The 
question is not a matter of 
facilities and preparation 
for die coming games but 
rather the preparation of the 
qualified and trained, ath- 
letes who will take part in 
them." he stressed. 

He said everyone should 
extend a helping hand, 
adding that "the youth con- 
stitute the basic elements 
and hope of the country." 


S. Arabia tells GCC states 
to overcome painful past 


KUWAIT (R) — Saudi Ara- 
bia called on Gulf Arab states 
to overcome their painfiil 
pasts and to abandon isola- 
tionist concepts when they 
meet at an annual summit 
which opens in Kuwait Satur- 
day. 

“We the nations of the Gulf, 
have no comfortable place 
today unless we overcome the 
past with its events and 
pains,” Crown Prince Abdul- 
lah said in an arrival state- 


ment 

The pro- Western, six-nation 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) summit Is due to dis- 
cuss a wide range of issues 
during a three-day summit 
including long-delayed eco- 
nomic and military' integra- 
tion, a common policy 
towards regional powers Iraq 
and Iran, terrorism and the 
stalled Middle East peace 
process. 

Saudi Arabia is the domi- 


nant power within the GCC 
which was formed in 1981 
along with KuwaiL Oman. 
United Arab Emirates. Qatar 
and Bahrain as a political and 
economic alliance. 

Prince Abdullah said the 
summit should tackle current 
"sensitive and critical" devel- 
opments “with insight which 
is not built on isolationist con- 
cepts or leaning towards it" ‘ 

(Continued on page 7) 
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No peace without Israeli handover 


of West Bank, Arafat aide stresses 

GAZA CITY ( AFP) — The ry Israel intends to hand r x -■ ■§ pp 

Parians insisted Satur- aver to Palestinian rule HailiaS leader TCDeatS tlUCC Oiler 

do> there would be no Mr. Netanvahu s media JT 


GAZA CITY I AFP) — The 
Palestinians insisted Satur- 
day there would be “no 
peace or security" unless 
Israel ends its occupation of 
the entire West Bank, after 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu said 
the territory was part of 
Israel. 

'There will be no peace 
and no security for anyone 
without a withdrawal from 
the entire West Bank and all 
the lands which Israel occu- 
pied in 1967, including east 
Jerusalem,” said Nabil Abu 
Rudeina, a senior aide to 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat. 

Mr. Netanyahu's state- 
ments are a “new attempt to 
wreck the peace process" 
which “exposes the entire 
region to great danger,” Mr. 
Abu Rudeina said on his 
return to Gaza City with 
President Arafat from 
Cairo. 

In Egypt earlier, Mr. 
Arafat said the Palestinians 
were determined to wrest 
the West Bank from "the 
claws of Israeli occupa- 
tion.” 

On Friday. Mr. Netanyahu 
said the West Bank was pan 
of '‘Israel proper," fanning 
tensions at a time when the 
peace process is focusing 
on how much of the territo- 


ry Israel intends to hand 
over to Palestinian rule. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s media 
adviser. David Bar-Illan. 
said the prime minister did 
not mean that the West 
Bank, occupied by Israel 
since 1967. is legally part 
of the Jewish state. 

“It is a fact that it does not 
belong to the state of Israel, 
this is a facL But he meant 
that it was part of Erez 
Israel." he told AFP. 

“Erez Israel" or Greater 
Israel is a religious and his- 
toric term used by Jews to 
refer to the area between 
the Mediterranean Sea and 
the Jordan River, which 
religious nationalists in 
Israel feel it should also be 
the boundaries of the state 
itself. 

“There is no body of 
water separating the West 
Bank from Israel proper. It 
is pan of Israel proper." Mr. 
Netanyahu told a press con- 
ference Friday. “It is our 
backyard. It is not foreign 
land to us.” 

Meanwhile. Mr. Abu 
Rudeina said President 
Arafat will ask U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton to pres- 
sure Israel to go ahead with 
a promised troop withdraw- 
al in the West Bank when 
the two leaders meet in Jan- 
uary. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM ( AFP) — The 
spiritual leader of the Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas) Saturday repeated 
his offer of a truce with Israel, saying the 
liberation of “all Palestine” would have to 
wait for future generations. 

Sheikh Ahmad Yassin told Israeli televi- 
sion that Hamas was prepared to offer a 
“ceasefire” if Israel retreated from lands it 
occupied in 1967. 

Sheikh Yassin said he was sorry Israel 
had rejected the offer, which he has made 
in the past, accusing the Israeli govern- 
ment of “wanting both peace and territo- 


When asked about Hamas calls for the 
destruction of Israel. Sheikh Yassin said 


establishing a Palestinian state in all of 
Israel and the territories was a "long- 
term” goal. 

'The liberation of all of Palestine can 
only be the work of future generations,” 
he said. 

Israel released Sheikh Yassin froth 
prison in October after he had served 
eight years of a life sentence in order to 
win the release of two of Israeli intelli- 
gence agents caught by Jordan trying to 
assassinate d Hamas official in Amman. 

He has since repeatedly offered a truce 
with Israel if it ends its occupation of the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip and removes 
settlements, conditions which Israel has 
refused. 


“Simple efforts are not 
enough. We are asking the 
United States to take an 
active role in pressuring 
Israel. This is what we 
expect from the talks 
between Arafat and Clin- 
ton," he said. 

But he said the Palestini- 
ans did not expect Israel to 
come up with a concrete 
proposal for the with- 
drawals, which have raised 
a sharp debate within Mr. 
Netanyahu's fractious 
right-wing government. 

“Israel has clearly post- 
poned taking a decision on 
the withdrawals for another 


month,” he said. 

“So January will be a 
month of waiting to see 
whether Israel will continue 
to defy international law 
and refuse to implement 
our agreements," he said. 


In Damascus, the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP) demanded 
that the Palestinians stop 
negotiating with Israel after 
Mr. Netanyahu said the 
West Bank is part of “Israel 
proper.” 

“There is no reason to 
continue negotiations with 
Israel which only serve the 


Israeli government and 
which are aimed at deceiv- 
ing international public 
opinion,” PFLP spokesman 
Maher Taher said in a state- 
ment 

The Damascus-based 
PFLP, one of the three main 
components of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). rejects peace 
accords with Israel. 

Mr. Taher also called for 
the PLO to "respond to 
Netanyahu’s policy 'and 
demand an Arab summit to 
draw up a strategy for con- 
fronting Israel's aggressive 
policy.” ! 


Organ donations from brain dead persons 
still not accepted despite assurances 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Jordanians 
are not yet ready to accept 
the concept of brain 
death, a vital source for 
organ donation and rela- 
tively easier transplant 
operations chat could help 
save the lives of hundreds 
of needy patients, .offi- 
cials and doctors have 
said. 

Ten years ago. Jordan- 
ian law legalised brain 
death as a state in which 
the heart continues to 
beat but must rely on life 
sustaining machines. 
However, despite reli- 
gious. medical, and legal 
assurances, a controversy 
continues to cloud dona- 
tions from brain dead 
people. 

"Social factors play a 
major role in organ dona- 
tion. as we are very emo- 
tional people and cling to 
the belief that a brain 
dead patient might still 
have a chance despite 
medical advice to the 
contrary," Izdiad Badran. 
head of the department of 
anaesthesiology and 
intensive care at the Jor- 
dan University Hospital, 
told the Jordan Times. 

"People in Jordan are 


culturally not ready to 
accept the fact that a 
brain dead patient is real- 
ly dead because as soon 
as the machines are 
switched off the heart 
stops.” she said at the 
sidelines of a recent con- 
ference on organ dona- 
tion. 

Only two per cent of 
organ donations in Jordan 
come from brain dead 
donors, while 98 per cent 
are from live donors, 
according to official Fig- 
ures. This contrasts 
sharply with European 
practices, where 95 per 
cent of donated organs 
are from brain dead peo- 
ple. 

Khalid Muhaiwas. head 
of the Speciality Hospital, 
said most organs could be 
easily transplanted from 
brain dead persons 
because the body is still 
alive. However, only the 
corneas, and in special 
cases the kidneys, could 
be transplanted from a 
dead donor. 

The controversy sur- 
rounding brain dead 
organ donations was 
highlighted by the sudden 
death of William 
‘Akroush, 17. 

At his parents' request. 
William's kidneys went 


to a young girl in the West 
Bank city of Nablus and 
to a young man in the Jor- 
danian city of SalL His 
heart and lungs saved the 
life of a young girl from 
the Jordan Valley in the 
First such surgery in the 
Middle East while his 
corneas returned the eye- 
sight of two Jordanians. 

“We wanted to see our 
son live on through oth- 
ers ” said Adeeb Akroush, 
father of the deceased. 
"Every human being who 
is able to donate his or her 
organs should do so. Why 
should not others make 
use of something our son 
no longer needed? 

“Donations were made 
to those in need with no 
discrimination regarding 
sex. religion, colour, or 
ethnic affiliation." Mr. 
Akroush said. 

Islam, the state religion, 
encourages organ dona- 
tions. 

“Islam is in favour of 
organ transplants with no 
restrictions regarding 
sex. religion, colour, or 
ethnic background." 
Humdi Murad, assistant 
director general at the 
Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs, 

explained. 

“Islam is about giving 


and organ donation is 
considered a great honour 
for the donor and his fam- 
ily,” he added. 

However. Dr. Murad 
said the only condition 
Islam puts on organ trans- 
plants is that the donation 
should not be the cause of 
death of the- donor. 

Lawyer Ahmad Jamal 
said organ donation was 
legal under Jordanian 
law, provided it is not 
done for Financial gain. 

“The donor has to give 
her or his written consent 
for the organ donation 
and simultaneously has to 
be in charge of her/his 
mental faculties,” he said. 

Medical experts have 
said the government is 
spending around JD6.5 
million a year on 700 kid- 
ney patients — around 
half of Jordan's total kid- 
ney patients. 

Participants at the semi- 
nar called for the creation 
of a national organisation 
to supervise organ dona- 
tions and to document 
information on potential 
donors and those who 
have donated body parts. 
They said it should 
recruit social workers to 
convince relatives of a 
brain dead person to give 
his/her organs. 


Jumblatt. 
meets Israeli 
ArabMP 
in Damascus 


BEIRUT (AFP) — A 
Lebanese government minis- 
ter travelled to Damascus Fri- 
day to meet an Israeli Arab 
MP who had earlier been 
denied entry to take part in a 
conference in BeiruL 

Minister for Displaced Peo- 
ple Walid Jumblaii made the 
trip specifically for the meet- 
ing with Azmi Bishara, a 
member of an Israeli commu- 
nist opposition party, his 
mainly-Druze Progressive 
Socialist Party said. The two 
men discussal “the situation 
in the autonomous Palestin- 
ian territories as well as the 
faltering peace process,” 
party officials said. 

Mr. Bishara had been due to 
take part in a conference on 
“Globalisation and the Arab 
World’' in Beirut Thursday 
organised by the Institute of 
Arab Unity Studies headed 
by Khaireddin Hassib. a for- 
mer Iraqi government minis- 
ter and U.N. official. 

But he was denied entry to 
Lebanon from Syria Wednes- 
day at the insistence of the 
speaker of the Lebanese par- 
liament. the leader of the Shi- 
ite militant Amal movement, 
Nabih Beni, as he had no 
visa, the institute said. 
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INSPECTING SEIZED WEAPONS: Two members of the Iranian opposition group 
Mujahideen Khalq on Saturday inspect rockets and other weapons seized from 
assailants who attacked the group’s headquarters in Baghdad. Mujahideen leader 
Massoud Rajavi said the attack showed that the Iranian regime is again resorting 
to terrorist attacks only a week after the Islamic summit in Tehran (Reuters photo) 


Syria: Peace with Israel impossible 
with Netanyahu as prime minister 


DAMASCUS (AFP) ~ 
Peace with Israel is impossi- 
ble so long as hardliner 
Benyamin Netanyahu 

remains its prime minister. 
Syrian state radio said Satur- 
day. 

“Israel is behind the failure 
of the peace efforts of the 
international community and 
particularly of the United 
States,” the radio said in its 
daily political commentary. 

“The world is now con- 
vinced that the peace process 
has entered into a tunnel since 
the arrival of Benyamin 
Netanyahu in power and that 


nobody can get it out of the 
tunnel as long as he remains 
in power.” it said. 

“The government of 
[Netanyahu's right-wing] 
Likud is interested 'solely in 
the continuation of the occu- 
pation [of Arab lands] and the 
expansion of IJewish] settle- 
ments." 

The current Israeli govern- 
ment also went to peace talks 
“empty-handed and has never 
put forward a practical pro- 
posal to advance peace.” the 
radio said. 

On Friday Mr. Netanyahu 
drew European fire and U.S. 


criticism by insisting that the 
West Bank occupied by Israel 
since 1967 was pan of “Is-rad 


proper. 

The Israeli leader also 


vowed to fight U.S. pressure 
to make "significant and cred- 
ible" troops w ithdrawals from 
ibe teniiory to help break lhe 
nine-month deadlock in peace 
talks. His remarks threatened 
to derail the latest U.S. effort' 
to break the deadlock and casi 
doubt on separate meeting 
due next month between US. 
President Bill Clinton. Mr 
Netanyahu and President 
Yasser Arafat 


Ramadan fears grow in Algeria 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Fears of 
a Ramadan bloodbath grew in 
Algeria on Saturday after three 
fresh massacres and two bomb 
blasts in which at least 47 peo- 
ple were killed. 

In die most serious incident 
31 inhabitants of Djiboulo. on 
the outskirts of Larbaa city, 
south of Algiers, were slain in 
an hour-long attack overnight 
Thursday, several newspapers 
in the capital reported. 

Even babies were murdered 
as the attackers took the lives 
of eight men, 10 women and 
13 children — either slitting 
their throats and burning them 


alive in their homes. 

Ten others were wounded, 
and two young women kid- 
napped. according to the 
reports . Combined with other 
attacks on the same night and 
two bomb blasts in Btida on 
Friday, the massacre was the 
worst since one at Bentalha, 
near Algiers, on Sept. 22 in 
which more than 250 people 
died. 

It also preceded the Dec. 31 
start of Ramadan. Islam's holy 
month of fasting, a time when 
extremists are known to inten- 
sify their attacks in an insur- 
gency that goes back to 1992. 


At Ramadan last year, ifr 
capital was subjected to car- 
bomb attacks that kilW 
dozens and injured hundtwb. 

Amnesty International 
mates that 80.000 people to* 
died violently in Algeria siro' 
1992. when the milto) 
blocked an election thai Jl* 
now-banned Islamic Satoik® 
Front (FI Sj was poised to ‘ l ®- 

President Liamine ZerouaT' 
regime.’ while pressing on "■w 
painful economic reforms- to 
this year tried to open a w* 
logue with the FIS leader- 
while battling more mil’ 0111 
Islamist elements. 




TcL 77 Jill- W 
PROGRAMME TWO 

; 14:10 .The Pink Panther 

’ 14:30 Jowiy Quest 

15:00 Energy Express 

1 15 JO American Chan Show 

16J0 .Taraziin 

■ 17:00 French Programmes 

: 19:00 -..News in French 

1 19 J0 ............ News Headline* 

! 19 J5 Kate and AJIie 

20:00 ..Cinema. Cinema. Cinema 

| 20:30 ......... Doc- — Renegade 

21:10 Renegade 

1 22:00 Hews in English 

22 JO .... .North and South 

23:15 .The Jewel in the Crown 




JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


PRAYER TIMES 


05:04 


06:27 

.. (Sunrise) Duha 

I1J4. 


1i«l8 


I&40 

.Maghreb 

1S.-03 



Terra Sancta Church Tel. 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652X26. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 77526 J. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 77 1 75 1 . 
Amman International Church 

Td.865S97 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 688404 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarenc Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. Sit 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


MinVMax. temp. 

Amman. .01/14 

Aqaba. .08/140 

Deserts -1/15 

Jordan Valiev ...08/21 


EMERGENCIES 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 12. Aqaba IS Humidity 
readings: Amman 59 per cent. 
Aqaba 45 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


CHURCHES 


WEATHER 


Sl Mary of Nazareth Church 
• S'veifieh" Tel. SI0740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 

6327S5. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunicadon 
■ Tel. 637440. 

, pe la Salle Church Tel 661757. 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Melenmlngy 
It will be sunny with temperatures 
rising during the day but becoming 
eon] at night and u inds southeast- 
erly moderate. In Aqaba, winds 
will be northerly moderate and 
seas calm . 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Mukhks Mazahrah..._. 820425 

Dr. Munlher AJ Qnrini 779959 

Dr. Wissam Hzayyen 748563 

Dr. khalid Abdo..*. 657 1 29 

Finis pharmacy .661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy ....„ 778336 

AI Asenu pharmacy 637055 

Nuircukh pharmacy 623672 

AI Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy _.637660 

Najih pharmaei 847632 

IRBED: 

Dr. Gbazi Ta'amneh 250080 

AI Quds pharmaev — ( — i 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Salah Sallarini ,987565 

Khalifeh pharmacy 98541 


Food Control Centre 637 1 1 1 

Gvil Defence Deportment 661111 

Civil Defence immediate Rescue 

— .630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue PbBce, 192,621111,637777 

Fire Brigade . 617101 

Blood Bank. ,...775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security DcpL 63032 1 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complains 661 176 

Wrer & Sewerage Consist. _897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

7S7111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repair* .623101 

Abdali Td. Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 6SQ 1 00 

J. Electricity Authority 815615 

Electric Power Co .63638 1 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


Khalidi Maternity 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity „64244 1 12 

Jabal Amman Maternity ...642362 

Malhas. J. Amman .636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani .60707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital .669131 

University Hospital 845R45 

Al-Muasher Hospital ....667227 19 

The Islamic. Abdali 666 1 26/37 

AJ-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrecn ....777 101/3 

AJ-Bashir- .77511 1/26 

Army. Marta 8916(1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery 865199 


AQABA: 

Princess 

(03)31411! 


Hospital 


21:05 Vienna (add)fRJ) 

22 JO Vienna. Aqaba I RJ) 

02=25 Cairo (RJ) 


11:30 Amsterdam. New Vtfi l ^' 

12:15 Lorak«i |BJ 

12:20 ...Ailw# 1 ^' 

12J0 , Vienna i RJ' 

20:15 New Delhi iw’ 


20:40 Damascus 


FOR THE TRAVELER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This mfonmuim is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
detriment at the Queen Alia Inter- 
national Airport Tel. (tWJ5J2W)-5. 
whetv it should always he verified. 
Inf.wih /firm on other flights etui hr 

supplied on phone OH (52700) 


Other Flights 

Rome(AZ) 

I® 1 ®** Sanaa tlY) 

11=00 Riyadh (add) tSV) 

*2:25 - Bahrain (GF) 

12:00 -Moscow (SU) 

^■00 Doha (QRj 

17:45 Jeddah (SV> 

20:00 .Tel Aviv i LY i 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

..Caim iMS) 

Istanbul (TK) 


20 JO _... Jeddah i RJ’ 

21:00 Abu Dhabi. Duto lR J' 

22:30 .... Bangk'* lW 


22 J5 Cairo i 


22:45 _Sana3 lKJi 


23:00 —Abu Dhabi. Jakarta! 


23 J9 Kuala Lump* 


02 JO _ Jeddah 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa 


Zarqa Govt Hospital 

—.{09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

109)900560 

Ibn Strut Hospital (09)986732 * 

AI Hikma Modem Hnsphal 
(09)990990 


ARRIVALS 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussdn Medical Centre ..j j 3JJ | 3fl2 


IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

<02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn AI ' 

Nafecs Hospital 

(02)247100 


Royal Jordanian ( RJ ) Flights 

°8:05 Lamacu fRji 

08 J5 ... „ — ...BomhayfRJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

09:15 Dhahran, Riyadh(RJ) 

09:50 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:05 Beirut (RJ) 

15:15 Brussels (RJ) 

16:45 New York. Amsterdam i RJ ) 

17:05 — ......Paris (RJ) 

17:55 -..^laUrid, Milan (RJ) 

17:45 Lundun (RJ ) 

1S:05 ArheasiRJ) 

18:40 Frankfurt iRJi 

19:40 Rnme(RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW> 

-Aqaba (RW i 

Amman (QAIA)(RW) 

°9J0 Amman (Marta Airport i(RW) 
JZ2 •; -Tel Aviv (RW) 

. --■■ ■--..Aqaba (RW) 

Amman < Marla Airport ) (RW) 


Other Flights 
03:00 

0*20 

06:15 - Bawl** 

06:40 Beirut. Lon^ 1 " 10 '.. 

07 JO UhhIw 1 ^’ 

13:15 

14 JO 

16:00 

19-15 _ 


21 JO ,Td W 


21:40 — ■■ Cairu ' 


departures 


iK Jordanian Flights 

r F rankftmtRJ) 

VJT? Geneva, Madrid i RJ) 

llii; »■■■:■- RnmefRJ) 

Turns, Casablanca (RJ, 


Royal Wings (RW ^ , 
06:45 Amman l Marfa Aiip* 1 ' 
08:15 


D iy t 

09 JO ..._ Amman (QALA) t 


twju ..._ Amman RVti 

16:45 Amman (Marta AitPf 1 11 
17J5 _ 

20 JO Amman (QAlA' JL-, 

21 JO M&i- 
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Home News 

Princess Basma honours founding 
members of women’s forum 


Jordan Times, Sunday, December 21, 1997 



AMMAN (Petra) — HRH 
Princess Basma Saturday 
honoured the 13 founding 
women members of the 
Jordanian Nati onal Forum 
for Women (JNFW) at a 
ceremony marking the 
jNFW’s third anniversary. 

Id her address, the 
Princess urged the forum 
members to pursue their 
efforts to enable Jordanian 
women to raise their stan- 
dard in society, contribute 
to the country’s socio-eco- 
nomic development, and 
assist women to better 
serve their families and 
their communities. 

Stating that the initial 
efforts by women’s groups 
were difficult due to the 
many obstacles they faced, 
the Princess said she was 
confident that qualified 


and competent Jordanian 
women would be able to 
lead their colleagues for- 
ward. 

JNFW Secretary General 
May Abul Samen told the 
meeting, which was 
attended by a number of 
Parliament and JNFW 
members, that thousands 
of women are now partici- 
pating in JNFW activities, 
demonstrating their readi- 
ness for development. 

The JNFW has organised 
a series of seminars and 
workshops to orient 
women on skills needed to 
enhance the development 
process and become pro- 
ductive. she said. 

Training courses benefit- 
ing women in rural, badia, 
and urban regions were 
held and three legal con- 


sultation bureaux were 
opened in Zarqa, Mufraq. 
and Karak to provide 
women with free legal 
counsel. 

The JNFW is currently 
implementing two major 
health projects in the Jafr 
and Koura districts and has 
started collective projects 
for local women in Ajloun. 
Deir Allah, and Shobak. 
The forum has also opened 
12 adult literacy centres, 
according to Mrs. Abul 
Samen. 

Princess Basma had ear- 
lier inspected progress on 
the training workshop 
organised by the JNFW for 
female members of munic- 
ipalities. The programmes 
are designed to promote 
working women's skills 
and performance. 



Queen Alia Fund begins preparations 
for Ramadan charity programme 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Queen Alia Fund for 
Social Development 
(QAF) has begun prepara- 
tions for the annual 
Ramadan Charity Cam- 
paign, which is due to 
start by the beginning of 
the month of Ramadan. 

The annual campaign, 
which started in the 
month of Ramadan in 
1991, is aimed at collect- 
ing funds and in-kind 
contributions for the 
needy to be distributed 
during the Holy Month, 
due to stan this year on 
Dec. 28 or 29. 


Thousands of school- 
children, boy scouts, and 
members of youth clubs, 
as well as QAF officials, 
will be involved in the 
month-long fund raising 
activities. 

QAF President HRH 
Princess Basma. who ini- 
tiated the campaign, has 
in the past participated in 
the distribution of food- 
stuffs. blankets, and other 
relief aid to needy fami- 
lies, mostly in the badia 
and rural regions. 

The charity work takes 
the form of paying school 
fees for needy students. 


funding vocational train- 
ing programmes, buying 
equipment and livestock 
to help families earn a liv- 
ings Financing collective 
groups to stan small busi- 
nesses, buying wheel- 
chairs for the handi- 
capped, and many other 
forms of assistance. 

According to QAF 
sources, nearly JD1.3 
million have been collect- 
ed since 1991 through the 
annual Ramadan charity 
campaigns. benefiting 
more than 750.000 needy 
persons. 
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Importance of water infrastructure 
investment highlighted at seminar 
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By Hind-La ra Mango- 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — At a recent 
two-day seminar on the 
French experience in pub- 
lic-private partnership in 
urban services, officials 
emphasised the need for 
investment in water-ser- 
vices infrastructure in view 
of the increasing cost and 
scarcity of water. 

The government’s invest- 
ment in the water sector 
accounts for one-third of 
the total expenditures of 
Jordan's five-year econom- 
ic strategy, the Economic 
and Social Development 
Plan. 

“The key issue and ulti- 
mate objective is to reduce 
the cost [of water] to the 
consumer," said Koussai 
Qutershat, secretary general 
of the Ministry of Water 
and Irrigation. 

Mr. Quteisbat spoke of 
Jordan's water strategy, 
which mis at acquiring 
and providing water at 
affordable prices. 

Jordan pays the highest 
price for water among Arab 
states, with rates of over 
one dollar per cubic metre 
of water for residential use 
and over two dollars for 
non-residential use. such as 
in industiy, according to 
experts. 

When comparing the per- 
centage of income spent by 
a Jordanian household on 
water to that of a household 
in the United States, the 
percentage of expenditure 
on water here is ten times 


greater, said Mr. QuteishaL 

He told the Jordan Times 
that this percentage is 
among the highest in the 
world. 

Mr. Quteishai stressed 
that the concept of private 
participation implies flexi- 
bility and adaptation to 
local conditions and needs. 

“We have been discussing 
the idea of a public share- 
holding company to gener- 
ate funds for projects,” he 
commented, adding that 
foreign investment would 
be a prerequisite due to the 
magnitude of these projects 
and the need for technical 
know-how. 

The Ministry of Water 
and Irrigation has set itself 
two main priorities: to 
increase efficiency in ser- 
vices and to develop the 
capital for large infrastruc- 
ture projects. 

According to Mr. 
Quteisbat, most of these 
projects are beyond the 
government's financial 
capacity and so attracting 
private investment is 
viewed as imperative. 

Jordan's water strategy 
encourages the expansion 
of the role of the private 
sector “with the sharing of 
risks and responsibilities,” 
he said. In this context, the 
first project of this nature, 
which has already been ten- 
dered, is the Amman Gov- 
emorate management con- 
tract, which includes man- 
agement, operation, and 
maintenance services relat- 
ed to the water and waste- 
water infrastructure and 


associated administration. 

Another project is a water 
transfer scheme from Disi 
to Amman on a build, oper- 
ate and transfer basis. Mr. 
Quteishat said funding will 
come from the private and 
public sectors to ensure a 
reduction of cost. 

French banking, engi- 
neering, and industry 
experts from the public and 
private sectors spoke of 
their experience in estab- 
lishing partnerships 

between the private and 
public sectors in urban ser- 
vices. 

Heading the French dele- 
gation were Bernard 
Birsinger. the mayor of the 
city of Bobiny. and Jean- 
Yves Peirot. the director of 
Economic and International 
Affairs at the French Min- 
istry of Equipment, Trans- 
port and Housing. 

The French model was 
commended in delegating 
the management of public 
services such as water man- 
agement, energy, and trans- 
port. Mr. Perrot noted that 
in light of globalisation and 
the privatisation of state- 
owned companies, coun- 
tries are now looking at 
means of creating an equi- 
librium between the private 
and public sectors. 

A series of roundtables 
were also held, focusing on 
urban services, transport, 
and project financing. 

This event was organised 
by the French Embassy and 
the French Ministry of 
Equipment. Transport and 
Housing. 
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CONCERT 


* Musical performance by the Trio of 
the National Music Conservatory (Timor 
Ibraguimov, Ali Musa, and Tzonka A1 
Bakri) at the Royal Cultural Centre on 
Monday, Dec. 22, at 8:00 p.m. 


LECTURE 


(in 


* “Jerusalem Since June 1967 
Arabic) by Mr. Faisal A1 Husseini at 
Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation, 
Jabal Amman on Monday, Dec. 22, at 
6:00 p.m. 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Works by about a hundred artists 
from Iraq. Syria, Sudan, Lebanon and 
Jordan at Hamourabi Art Gallery, Gar- 
dens Street, until Feb. 20 (Tel. 5536098). 

* Paintings by Sarnia Zaru at Amman 
Bookshop, Jabal Amman, Third Circle, 
until Dec. 24. 

* Exhibition of prints by Algerian 
artist Rashid Koraishi and calligraphy 
by Iraqi artist Hassan Massoudi, 
inspired by the poems of Mahmoud Dar- 
wish, at Darat AI Funun, Jabal Weibdeh, 
until Dec. 31. Also displaying paintings 
by Jordanian artist Nasr Abdul Aziz, and 
works by contemporary Arab artists. 


Syrian charged with murder alleges he 
planned to abduct family for ransom 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The alleged 
killer of a Syrian family of 
three told the Criminal 
Court Samrday that he and 
three other men had origi- 
nally only planned to 
abduct the family for ran- 
som. 

The testimony of Fateh 
JIasi. the defendant, 
marked a turning point in 
his two-month trial for the 
murder of Jamal Abdo, 38. 
his wife Manal Othman. 
35, and their two-year-old 
son fChalid. on June 17, 
1997. 

He reportedly confessed 
to the authorities 48 hours 
after the discovery of the 


bodies that he drugged the 
family and killed them in 
revenge for a financial dis- 
pute with Mr. Abdo's 
father. 

During a 30-minute 
cross-examination, the 35- 
year-old defendant alleged 
for the first time that he 
was forced into a plan by 
three other debtors to drug 
the family, abduct them, 
and ask for a ransom from 
Mr. Abdo's father. 

On the eve of the inci- 
dent, he said he took six 
valium pills to calm his 
nerves and headed to the 
couple’s apartment with 
orange juice mixed with 
drugs. The three other per- 
sons waited outside. 

After spending two 


hours with the family, he 
maintained that Ms. Oth- 
man and her son fell 
asleep, while the husband 
remained awake because 
he refused to drink the 
juice. 

“When the three entered 
the apartment to abduct 
the family, they saw that 
Jamai was still awake, so 
one of the men stabbed 
him with a knife,” he 
claimed. 

“When 1 saw this scene, 1 
fainted and fell on the 
floor. Then another person 
went inside and stabbed 
Manal while she was 
sleeping.” the defendant 
told the court. 

The three set the house 
ablaze and fled with the 


child, he stated. 

”1 left the child with the 
three men for a while, and 
when I went to pick him 
up. 1 discovered that he 
was dead.” he added. 

The defendant said be 
has been suffering from 
depression and mental 
problems since 1978 and 
was still being treated. 

“I am a bad-tempered 
person and cannot control 
my nerves.” Mr. JIasi told 
die court. 

The bodies of the couple 
. were found .by Civil 
Defence Department res- 
cue teams after they were 
called in to extinguish the 
fire in their apartment 
opposite the University of 
Jordan.' 


According to a prosecu- 
tion charge sheet, the sus- 
pect travelled to the King- 
dom on March 1 to kill the 
Syrian couple and abduct 
their child for ransom. 

Three monLhs later, rhe 
suspect visited the family 
and drugged them, stabbed 
the couple, set their house 
on fire, and fled with the 
child. 

Mr, JIasi later strangled 
the child, then buried him 
at a farm in Madaba, the 
charge sheet said. 

The court tribunal, com- 
prising of Justices 
Mohammad Ajarmeh, 
Mifleh Mubeidin. and lssa 
Hamdan, postponed the 
session to Dec. 22 to hear 
the defence witnesses. 


Five 
arrested 
for roles 
in student 
strike 


By Tareq Ay you b 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Security 
authorities have arrested 
five students for their 
alleged involvement in 
instigating a week-long 
strike last month to push 
for improved services at 
their college, relatives 
said Saturday. 

The Amman Polytech- 
nic Faculty siudents were 
being held at the General 
Intelligence Department. 

A government official, 
who requested anonymi- 
ty. said the five were 
being interrogated “for 
instigating protests at the 
faculty and the question- 
ing will take some time." 

The five were among 
14 students dismissed for 
several terms following 
their open strike to pres- 
sure Balqa Applied Sci- 
ences University, the 
mother establishment, to 
approve their demands, 
including setting up a 
student union. 

Anti-riot police sur- 
rounded the college cam- 
pus, which has a strong 
Islamist presence, and 
forced students to end 
their strike on Nov. 26. 

The mother of detainee 
Malek Azzam said he had 
been held for the past 12 
days. 

“My son was seized by 
security agents who 
arrived at the house at 
midnight and took him 
away,” she said. 

“Our son has no politi- 
cal affiliation,” she told 
the Jordan Times. “God 
willing, he will be 
released soon ” 

She said he was in good 
condition but added that 
his family has not been 
allowed to visit him. 

Mohammad Azaydeh. 
head of the Lower House 
committee on public 
freedoms, identified the 
others as Nasser Jweilis. 
Firas Halaweh. Sharaf 
Abu Shraim, and Shadi 
Afif. 

He said the committee 
had contacted Minister of 
Interior Nathir Rashid, 
who assured them that 
they would e\'entuaJJy be 
freed. 

“I asked Mr. Rashid 
that the five students not 
be subjected to any form 
of harm during their 
detention.” Mr. Azaydeh 
told the Jordan Times. 

Families of the other 
dismissed students said 
they were worried their 
sons might face the same 
fate. 

'We are worried that 
they might come and 
arrest our sons. There are 
no assurances that our 
sons are safe." said the 
mother of Wisara Laham, 
who was dismissed for a 
year. 


Cabinet hears briefings on recent international 
conferences, approves Cairo embassy purchase 


AMMAN (Petra) — Min- 
ister of Social Develop- 
ment Mohammad Mamser 
Saturday reported to the 
Council of Ministers on a 
meeting held in the Hague 
from Dec. 9-11 by experts 
on health and social devel- 
opment representing the 
European and Mediter- 
ranean regions. 

Dr. Mamser, who repre- 
sented Jordan, said he 
signed a memorandum 
with the Dutch health min- 
istry paving the way for 
the training of Jordanian 
personnel in the Nether- 
lands in providing care to 
handicapped children. 


Amman will host a sem- 
inar by representatives of 
the two regions in 1999, 
he said. 

The Cabinet meeting, 
which was chaired by 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali. beard a 
briefing by Dr. Mamser on 
a conference held in Bonn 
from Nov. 30 to Dec. 12 to 
discuss voluntary work in 
U.N. member nations. 

A decision was made to 
hold a scientific seminar 
on voluntary work in 
Amman next April to be 
attended by delegates from 
Arab countries, he added. 

The Cabinet approved a 


recommendation by Min- 
ister of Finance Suleiman 
Hafez to purchase a build- 
ing in Cairo to serve as the 
Kingdom's embassy in 
Egypt. 

The embassy building 
and the land on which it 
stands were estimated to 
cost JD2,307,500, which 
will be paid by the govern- 
ment through a loan to be 
obtained from the Social 
Security Corporation. 

The Council of Ministers 
also approved an agree- 
ment on technical and eco- 
nomic cooperation 

between Jordan and China 
and decided to exempt 


from customs duty all 
equipment and spare 
machinery parts that were 
bought from China by the 
Ministry of Agriculture 
through a Chinese govern- 
ment loan. The purchases 
include 15 water tanker 
trucks , 15 lorries, and 
other machinery. 

The Council of Ministers 
formed Jordan's delega- 
tion to attend a meeting by 
Arab ministers of youth 
and sports due to be held 
in Cairo in February 1998. 
The delegation will be led 
by Minister of Culture and 
Youth Qassem Abu Ein. 


Communist party to appoint chief by tomorrow 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jor- 
danian Communist Party 
(JCP) Saturday announced 
that its newly-elected Cen- 
tral Committee will appoint 
the party’s new secretary 


general today or tomorrow. 

The 27-member JCP Cen- 
tral Committee, which 
includes five women, was 
elected Friday at the end of a 
three-day national congress. 


Party sources Samrday 
said there were no official 
candidates for party' chief. 

Outgoing JCP Secretary 
General Yacoub Zayaddin. 
76. has been at the head of 


the party since 1987. In 
recent interviews, he said he 
preferred to step down in 
order to allow younger party 
members to reach leadership 
positions. 
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Mbeki predicts ANC split 
with Communist Party, unions 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— South African Deputy 
President Thabo Mbeki, 
who took the helm of the 
African National Congress 
earlier this week, predicted 
Friday a future split 
between the governing 
patty and its Communist 
and trade union allies. 

In a half-hour interview 
with state-owned SABC 
television, Mr. Mbeki said 
he could “foresee a day’’ 
when the ANC's main 
allies, the Marxist-based 
South African Communist 
Party and the militant 
COSATU labour federa- 
tion, end their cooperative 
links. 

The so-called tripartite 
alliance between the three 
movements arose in the 
early 1980s to fight the for- 
mer white-minority regime, 
which gave way to Nelson 
Mandela’s ANC-led gov- 
ernment in historic 1994 
all-race elections. 

The country’s apartheid 
rulers, in turn, used the 
ANC's Communist links, 
which it referred to as “root 
gevaar” (red danger), as 
justification for a “total 


onslaught” of military 
might against the ANC and 
other liberation move- 
ments. 

“The fundamental thing 
that brought everyone into 
the ANC was the goal that 
we must end the system of 
racial domination in the 
country, and we must fight 
for a non-racial democra- 
cy,” Mr. Mbeki said. 

He added that when racial 
equality has been achieved, 
the alliance will likely be 
disbanded. 

"When this racial issue 
ceases to be such a domi- 
nant feature of South 
African life ... yes, indeed I 
would imagine that people 
might very well say that 
what brought us all togeth- 
er into this broad church 
(movement) has been 
achieved,” Mr. Mbeki said. 

He declined however, to 
speculate when that split 
would occur. 

“When would it be that as 
South Africans this great 
dominant issue of racial 
disparity... has gone?” Mr. 
Mbeki said. “It will come, 
it has to come. But when. I 
cannot be in a position to 


tell.” 

The ANC fought its liber- 
ation struggle against the 
former apartheid regime 
with the aid of the militant, 
1.5 million-member social- 
ist-leaning COSATU 
(Congress of South African 
Trade Union) movement 
and the Communist Party. 

Many top members of the 
current ANC government, 
including Posts and 
Telecommunications 
Minister Jay Naidoo 
(COSATU). Transport 
Minister Mac Maharaj 
(Communist Party) and 
Trade Minister Alec Erwin 
(Communist Party) were, 
or still are linked to the 
ANC’s allies. 

Observers say Mr. Mbeki, 
who is himself a former 
Communist Party supporter 
but now propounds marker 
capitalist policies, is faced 
with the daunting challenge 
of appeasing supporters 
from across the political 
spectrum. 

Mr. Mbeki dismissed 
speculation that he could 
not “fill the shoes” of the 
outgoing Mandela, who 
since he stepped down as 


ANC president on Tuesday 
has become an ordinary 
ANC member. 

Mr. Mandela will keep 
the reigns of government 
until elections in 1999, 
when he is expected to be 
succeeded by Mr. Mbeki. 

“My own view about all 
of this (is) I think that to 
some extent we exaggerate 
the role of individuals,” Mr. 
Mbeki said. “Nelson 
Mandela is a member of the 
African National Congress 
.... I don’t feel we are faced 
with an issue of change.” 

The ANC works as a 
“collective,” he said 
adding: “Mandela has a 
personal style, a very good 
style. And I don’t think 
there is any need to imitate 
it.” 

Mr. Mbeki said one of the 
biggesr challenges facing 
the ANC was to eradicate 
poverty. He conceded his 
party needed to “be sure” to 
prevent “corruption from 
rising within the ranks of 
the ANC. 

“I don’t think we want a 
corrupt organisation to lead 
the transformation of the 
country.” he said. 


Carlos battles details Controversial Cambodia 
as evidence closes in tycoon awarded 

PARIS (AP) — The man prints, and that 12 fingerprint honorary U.S. doctorate 


PARIS (AP) — The man 
known as Carlos the Jackal 
made a final plea Friday for 
his triple murder trial to be 
suspended so new witnesses 
could be found and said he 
doesn't expect to ever leave 
France alive. 

Presiding Judge Yves 
Comeloup said be would rule 
Monday on defence lawyers' 
request to halt proceedings 
until three purported eyewit- 
nesses, to die murders could 
be found and brought to 
France. 

* Prosecutors and families of 
the victims — two French 
intelligence agents and an 
informer — have called the 
move a stalling tactic. 

Carlos, whose real name is 
Eb'ch Ramirez Sanchez, fol- 
lowed repeated appeals by his 
attorneys to put off the trial by 
saying he wanted “the truth to 
be known ... not to save me 
but to denounce the scandal 
that has struck France.” 

‘This is not a tactic." he 
added 

Carlos, who faces a 30-year 
prison sentence, contends the 
killings were a setup by 
French authorities and Israeli 
Mossad agents aimed at snar- 
ing him. 

Continuing his latest tirade 
against a system he claims has 
no right to judge him, Carlos 
said: “Carlos is a dead man. 
He is condemned to death. I 
want to die as a revolutionary. 
I will not leave France with- 
out an exchange of hostages. 
At that moment, I would be 
killed” 

France has no death penalty. 

Also on the sixth day of the 
proceedings, a fingerprint 
expen painstakingly 

described Carlos’s finger- 
prints found in the left bank 
apartment where he allegedly 
shot the three in 1975. 

Officer Regis Gondal said 
the prints of the pro- 
Palestinian militant were 
found on several drinking 
glasses in the dingy student 
apartment near the Sorbonne. 
some next to a whiskey bottle 
on a table and another in a 
bathroom. 

Mr. Gondal said authorities 
found five traces of his finger- 


prints, and that 12 fingerprint 
characteristics found on each 
of foe traces corresponded to 
Carlos' fingerprints. 

Mr. Gondal explained that 
in France, to officially con- 
firm a fingerprint match. 12 
corresponding characteristics 1 
are required 

Another clash between 
Carlos and the judge came as 
police ballistics expert Pierre 
Deloume analysed the bullets 
and shell casings at the SSfiST” 
He said they came from a 
Czech-made automatic pistoL 

During his testimony, the j 
dapper Carlos, again dressed | 
in white shirt and navy blazer 
with ascot, stood up with his 
red notebook and grilled Mr. 
Deloume. He showed an 
extensive knowledge of 
weaponry and angered Judge 
Comeloup by repeatedly 
arguing Mr. Deloume should- 
n’t throw out the possibility it 
was a Yugoslav pistol. 

“You’re sidetracking the 
truth” said the greying 48- 
year-old waving his hands. 
Comeloup called an early 
lunch break, as he did the pre- 
vious day during another 
clash. 

Carlos is accused of killing 
the informer, Michel 
Moukharbal — a member of 
the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine to 
which Carlos belonged — 
and French agents Raymond 
Dous and Jean Donatini in a 
Left Bank apartment in 1975. 

The agents were investigat- 
ing Carlos' role in attacks on 
Israel’s El A1 airlines at Paris' 
Orly airpon. 

Once one of the world's 
most hunted guerrilla. Carlos 
carried out the 1975 seizure of 
OPEC oil ministers and was 
involved in the 1976 
Palestinian hijacking of a 
French jetliner to Entebbe, 
Uganda, that ended with an 
Israeli commando raid 

The trial, which began last 
Friday., was expected ro last 
one week but due to delays is 
now due to run through 
Tuesday. 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
A controversial 

Cambodian tycoon 
whose U.S. visa has been 
revoked over drug traf- 
ficking allegations 

received an honorary 
doctorate Saturday from 
a small American col- 
lege. 

Iowa Wesleyan 

-^College, which last year 
awarded similar degrees 
to powerful Second 
Prime Minister Hun Sen 
and Cabinet Minister Sok 
An. presented Teng 
Bunraa. reputedly 

Cambodia’s wealthiest 
individual, with a doctor- 
ate in business adminis- 
tration. 

“Honorary degrees are 
given to people who 
serve and perform, not 
just people who talk." 
college President Robert 
Price said. “Our recipient 
today is an individual 
who has led by doing and 
not by saying. 

“It is unfortunate that 
often those who do are 
criticised by those who 
do not.” he said in an 
apparent reference to 
Teng Bunma's notoriety 
which has received 
worldwide attention. 

The U.S. government 
has revoked Teng 
Bunma's visa, citing evi- 
dence that the business- 
man is involved in drug 
trafficking. 

Questions have also 
been raised about his 
financial support for the 
Cambodian government 
and armed forces and 
claims that he helped pay 
for the military action in 
July in which Hun Sen 
effectively ousted co-pre- 
mier Pnnce Norodom 
Ranariddh. 

Teng Bunma is chair- 
man of the diversified 
Thai Boon Roong Co Ltd 
and also president of the 
Phnom Penh Chamber of 
Commerce. He has 
repeatedly denied 

involvement in the drug 


trade and defended his 
donations to the govern- 
ment, while denying that 
his money went directly 
to support the troops 
fighting Ranariddh's sol- 
diers. 

He has not. however, 
taken issue with reports 
detailing his short tem- 
per. 

Earlier this year. Teng 
Bunma made headlines 
when he shot out a tyre 
on a parked Royal Air 
Cambodge Boeing 737 
during a fit of pique over 

f loor service. He said 
ater he had wanted to 
shoot out all the tyres but 
it was dark and he did not 
want to harm disembark- 
ing passengers. 

Several months later. 
Teng Bunma brandished 
a gun on board a 
Kampuchea Airlines L- 
10 H. demanding that the 
crew hold the flight for 
some of his friends who 
were late for the flight. 

No legal action has ever 
been taken over either 
incident — both of which 
occurred at Phnom 
Penh’s Pochemong 
International Airport — 
leading government crit- 
ics to complain about 
apparent impunity for the 
rich and powerful. 

Mr. Price, who awarded 
the degree citing Teng 
Bunma’s public service 
and donations of rice and 
roads to the country, said 
after the ceremony he 
knew the college's new 
graduate was controver- 
sial but was unaware of 
specific incidents. 

“It’s not a problem." he 
said of Teng Bunma's 
colourful reputation. 
“When someone has 
done the things he has 
done and helped the peo- 
ple he has helped, he 
deserves it." 

Iowa Wesleyan is a 
small college with about 
800 students located in 
Mount Pleasant. Iowa in 
the American Midwest. 


Move to ban open-air love 
sparks outrage in Indian capital 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — A 
call by New Delhi's mayor to 
ban open-air displays of affec- 
tion has fuelled outrage in foie 
Indian capital and unflattering 
allusions to Iran, the Pioneer 
daily reported Saturday. 

Mayor Shanintala Arya’s 
proposal that ‘lidding hands, 
kissing and hugging in public” 
should be banned has raised 
the hackles of students, acade- 
mics and even senior politi- 
cians. 

Poet Badri Raina, a former 


member of Delhi University’s 
Executive Council, said Ms. 
Alya’s proposal for legislation 
was ridiculous. 

“This is cultural gimmickry 
and not a sensible approach. 
In history, many people have 
tried to legislate human emo- 
tions and have failed. This will 
meet the same fate." 

A bureaucrat who asked to 
remain anonymous added: 
“Young people are now under 
great stress and love in the 
nineties is a little more physi- 


cal We can do little to turn the 
tide and certainly cannot 
become like Iran.” 

Ms. Arya is a member of the 
main opposition Hindu 
nationalist patty which tried to 
ban steamy advertisements 
during its brief spell as India's 
ruler last year. She said love in 
the open went against Indian 
tradition. 

“I normally do not seek such 
people oul” she said. “But 
one cannot help seeing them 
around. Such imitation of 


Western morals does not suit 
our Indian ethos.” 

A student from New Delhi's 
prestigious Jawahurial Nehru 
University said: “This will 
take the love out of our lives. 
Something as warm and affec- 
tionate as holding hands in 
public does not harm anyone’s 
sensibilities.” 

Public displays of affection 
have been frowned on in tradi- 
tional Indian society but the 
taboo has lessened over the 
years, especially in cities. 



NATO Secretary General Javier Solana (right) shakes hands with Bosnian Serb 
President Bifrana PInvisic as they meet for talks in Banja Luka (Reuter photo) 

NATO head warns 
Bosnia warcrimes suspects 


THE HAGUE (R) — 
NATO chief Javier Solana 
sent out a warning Friday 
to indicted Bosnian war 
criminals that they would 
be delivered to the 
International Tribunal in 
the Hague if they refused to 
give themselves up. 

The stark warning during 
a visit by Mr. Solana to 
Bosnia came as a Bosnian 
Croat seized by NATO 
forces Thursday and 
brought to The Hague 
pleaded not guilty at the tri- 
bunal to charges of stand- 
ing by while a subordinate 
raped a Muslim woman. 

it also coincided with the 
tribunal ordering the imme- 
diate release of another 
Bosnian Croat, one of 10 
indicted war criminals who 
gave themselves up in 
October following intense 
U.S. pressure on Zagreb, 
for lack of hard evidence. 

“The obligation to turn in 
indicted war criminals is a 
political responsibility of 
the parties. If the parties do 
not collaborate with the 
International Tribunal 
SFOR will do their job like 
we did two days ago." Mr. 
Solana told reporters dur- 
ing a visit to Bosnia. 

In a lightning night-time 
raid Dutch troops of the 
NATO- led Peacekeeping 
Force in Bosnia (SFOR) 
captured two Bosnian 
Croat war crimes suspects. 

Vlatko Kupreskic. indict- 
ed for one of the most nou>; 
rious massacres of the 
Muslim-Croat war that 
erupted in central Bosnia in 
1993. was wounded in the 
operation. 

Mr. Kupreskic, 39. is 
accused of taking part in a 
massacre of civilians, 
including women and chil- 


dren at the village of 
Ahmici in April 1993. He is 
expected to appear before 
the tribunal as soon as he 
has recovered sufficiently 
from his injuries. 

The other man Anto 
Funmdzija pleaded not 
guilty to the tribunal Friday 
To charges linked to the 
“ethnic cleansing” of 
Muslims in central Bosnia 
in 1993. 

The tribunal said Mr. 
Furundzija. 28, command- 
ed a Bosnian Croat para- 
military unit known as 
‘The jokers" and failed to 
intervene when a prisoner 
was raped while he con- 
ducted an interrogation. 

At the same time the tri- 
bunal also ordered the 
immediate release of 
another Bosnian Croat. 
Marinko Katava, after chief 
prosecutor Louise Arbour 
said charges against him 
and two other Croats 
should be dropped because 
of a lack of firm evidence. 

A tribunal source said the 
other two suspects. Pern 
Skopljak and Ivan Suntic. 
were also expected to be 
freed in a separate ruling 
later Friday. 

Mr. Katava, Mr. Skopljak 
and Mr. Santic were among 
a group of 10 Bosnian 
Croats charged with ethnic 
cleansing in Bosnia who 
gave themselves up to the 
tribunal in October follow- 
ing intense U.S. diplomatic 
pressure on Croatia. 

The action to snatch Mr. 
Furundzija and Mr. 
Kupreskic was the most 
dramatic involving sus- 
pected war criminals since 
British troops seized a 
Bosnian Serb and killed 
another in Prijedor in July. 

Both actions came amid 


international criticism that 
the NATO-led peace force 
was not doing enough to 
apprehend indicted war 
criminals, as was laid down 
in the 1995 Dayton peace 
accord that ended the 3 1/2- 
year Bosnia war. 

“This action by SFOR 
stands as a warning to all 
those indicted for war 
crimes who are still at large 
that they too will be held 
accountable. They should 
take steps immediately to 
surrender themselves vol- 
untarily." Mr. Solana said 
after the action. 

Bosnia’s most notorious 
indicted war criminals, for- 
mer Bosnian Serb 
President Radovan 

Karadzic and former army 
chief General Ratko 
Mladic are still at liberty in 
the Bosnian Serb Republic, 
heavily guarded by loyal 
militias. 

The issue of handing over 
Mr. Karadzic is a highly 
sensitive one among the 
Serbs, and Western diplo- 
mats fear it could spark 
retaliation. 

As of Dec. 18. 1997 the 
tribunal had publicly 
indicted 78 suspects — 57 
Serbs, IS Croats and three 
Muslims. 

Two indictees have been 
convicted and sentenced 
and 20 more are in the tri- 
bunal's custody. Over 50 
are still at large. One is 
being released for lack of 
evidence, and two others 
could follow him to free- 
dom. 

The latevSt snatch in 
Bosnia came just hours 
before U.S. President Bill 
Clinton announced an 
open-ended extension of 
the American troop pres- 
ence in Bosnia. 



Protesters shout It s a political conspiracy' during a protest in front of Seoul Railway- 
Station against a decision taken by President Kin Young-Saro and President-elect 
turn Dae- Jung to release two jailed former presidents (AFP photo) 

S. Korea rights group 
slams Chun, Roh amnesty 


SEOUL (R) — A South 
Korean human rights group 
Saturday angrily criticised a 
government decision to free 
former presidents Chun Doo 
Hwan and Roh Tae-Woo. 

“The decision really pro- 
vokes our anger. Why 
should lows exist if they fail 
to punish the most ugly 
criminals” said Lim Ki- 
Ran, a spokeswoman for 
Minguhyup. one of the coun- 
try’s best-known human 
rights groups. 

President Kim Young-Sam 


agreed with President-elect 
Kim Dac-Jung in a meeting 
Saturday to gram a special 
amnesty to the former presi- 
dents. who were jailed Iasi 
year. 

A presidential statement 
said the two would be freed 
Monday along with 23 asso- 
ciates jailed in connection 
with slush fund scandals, a 
1979 coup, and an army 
massacre a year later in 
which at least 2m people 
died. 

‘The amnesty is a back- 


ward step in our history’ and 
will not help heal national 
wounds inflicted by Chun 
and Roh.” Ms. Lim said. 

The human rights group 
also said there were still 
many prisoners of con- 
science jailed by the former 
presidents. 

“So many people were 
imprisoned, tortured and 
murdered under Chun and 
Roh's military regimes. How 
dare the government think 
about freeing the two former 
presidents." Ms. Lim said. 


Elite 
British 
police in 
corruption 
probe 

LONDON tAFP) — Up to 
30 officers in Scotland Yards 
elite Flying Squad Division 
are being investigated by 
anti-corruption police after 
allegations by a former col- 
league arrested for drug deal- 
ing and burglary. British 
press reports said Saturday. 

Members of the Flying 
Squad — a division which 
deals with armed robberies 
— are accused of drug deal- 
ing, robbery and destroying 
evidence in return for taking 
bribes. 

Officers from the London 
Metropolitan Police’s 

Complaints Investigation 
Bureau (CEB2> carried out a 
search of the Flying Squad’s 
premises in London's East 
End Friday. 

The allegations were made 
by a serving Flying Squad 
detective, who along with 
two retired officers, was 
charged earlier this month 
with breaking into the home 
of a drug dealer and conspir- 
ing to supply cannabis worth 
500.000 pounds ($835,000). 

The serving officer, who 
turned informer, has been 
moved to a safe house from 
prison. The Independent 
reponed. 

Earlier this month. 

Metropolitan Polico 

Commissioner Sir Paul 
Condon appealed to MPs for 
tougher powers to remove a 
hard core of up to 250 corrupt 
officers from the force. 

Indian 
teenager 
accuses 
principal of 
poison bid 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — A 
teenager in the Indian capital 
was allegedly forced to drink 
poison after her teachers sus- 
pected her of cheating during 
a school exam, the Hindustan 
Times newspaper said 
Saturday. 

The daily said the 13-year- ! 
old was rushed to hospital 
Friday and her stomach i 
pumped out after she went , 
home, complained of dizzi- 
ness and then became deliri- 
ous. 

The alleged victim said the 
incident took place Friday 
morning. 

“As I was writing my 
paper. some teaches 
approached me with two 
question papers and asked 
me to sign on them after writ- 
ing that I had brought them 
from home," she said. 

She said she refused fat 
“relented” when the teacher* 
slapped and threatened her. 
She said she was then taken 
to the principal, who 
out a vial from a bag and 
poured it down my fonMt - ' 
was then sent home without 
being allowed to finish my 
paper." 

Police said they would 
launch an investigation afW 
medical tests proved that foe 
girl was given p oison. 

Balcony in 
Russian 
sport hall 
falls, injures 
dozens 

MOSCOW (R) — Seventy- 
two people were 
when a balcony at a sp°?t> 
hall in Russia’s northern city 
of Arkhangelsk coilap^ 
during an aerobics contest, an 
Emergencies Mim^ 
spokeswoman said SaiutW- 
She said 50 people were t* 
hospital, 13 of them in ^ 
ous condition, as a 
the accident which look Pa- 
late Friday. { 

She gave no reasons ft* J 
collapse. 1 
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Ukrainian plane wreck 
bodies found in Greece 
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Indonesian military officers guard the debris of the SilkAir Boeing 737-300 at the plane’s crash site. The plane, car- 
rying 104 people on board, crashed into the Musi River in south Sumatra province (Reuter photo) 

Villagers saw Singapore 
plane plunge into river 


SUKAMAJU. Indonesia 
(R) — Indonesian divers 
Saturday found a large 
chunk of a Singapore 
SilkAir jetliner, "which 
some witnesses said 
exploded before crashing 
into a river in south Suma- 
tra with the feared loss of 
all 104 people aboard. 

The 10-month-old Boe- 
ing 373-300 plane crashed 
Friday into the Musi River 
and coastal mangrove 
swamps midway through a 
flight from Jakarta to Sin- 
gapore. 

Some witnesses said they 
heard an explosion before 
die plane plunged into Hie 
river, sinking several fish- 
ing boats with a large wave. 

"We are still searching 
for victims but it seems 
very unlikely there will be 
survivors." said police 
Captain Hariadi ar the fish- 
ing village of Sukamaju, 
overlooking the crash site 
where the Musi River is 
about one km wide. 

Village head Yasin Rosip 
told Reuters: “We heard an 
explosion before the plane 
crashed and we found 
pieces of rudder in a rice 
field about two km from 
the river.” 

A rescue official at the 
South Sumatra provincial 
capital of Palenibang. 
about 60 km south of Suka- 
maju. also quoted witness- 
es as saying there had been 
an explosion. 

“Based on what witnesses 
said, we can confirm that 
the plane exploded in the 
air before it crashed,” the 
official at Palembang air- 
port said. 

In Singapore, officials of 
the Civil Aviation Authori- 
ty of Singapore tCAASi 
said a large piece of 
wingtip and another of the 


rudder had been found. 

Divers said they were 
having difficulty locating 
remnants of the plane as 
police launches used fish- 
ing nets to trawl for debris 
through the river, a deep 
chocolate colour. 

“It’s very dark down 
there. We can’t see any- 
thing but we can touch 
things.” said army diver 
Sergeant Erizal. speaking 
as two Puma helicopters 
clattered overhead. 

The diver and police in 
the nearby coastal fishing 
town of Sungsang said 
some body parts had been 
found, but no survivors. 
Debris included life jack- 
ets. pieces of metal and 
clothing. 

“Our divers have found a 
major part of the plane 
stuck in the river. They are 
trying to open the doors but 
cannot because it is half 
buried in mud.” a police- 
man in Sungsang said. 

Sungsang and the crash 
site, about five km from the 
sea, are only accessible by 
wooden river boats from 
Palembang. 

Police said tugs were 
expected to deliver a crane 
to the crash site after dark 
Saturday. 

Clusters of small homes 
lie along the river, which 
runs through thick tropical 
vegetation and mangrove 
swamps to the sea. 

Another witness, 60- 
year-old villager Damsyik. 
said he saw' the plane spin- 
ning downwards as he 
mended bis roof. “I heard a 
bang when the plane 
crashed into the water,” he 
said. 

The crash of SilkAir 
flight MI 185 was the first 
disaster to befall the com- 
pany, or its parent firm Sin- 


gapore Airlines. 

Officials said the exact 
cause of the disaster was a 
mystery, but “black box” 
flight date recorders might 
provide some clues after 
they were found. 

Senior Singapore offi- 
cials said they were mysti- 
fied by the crash of an 
almost new plane in appar- 
ently decent weather on a 
routine flight from Jakarta 
to Singapore, one of the 
region’s busiest routes. 

A CAAS spokesman said 
an investigation team from 
the United States, including 
representatives of the Fed- 
eral Aviation Administra- 
tion (FAA), Boeing and the 
engine manufacturers were 
due in Palembang late Sun- 
day. 

Friday’s crash was the 
second major air disaster in 
Indonesia in three months. 
A Garuda Indonesia Airbus 
A-300 went down near the 
North Sumatran city of 
Medan in September, 
killing all 234 people on 
board. 

Sungsang is almost exact- 
ly halfway between Jakarta 
and Singapore, about 440 
km northw'est of the 
Indonesian capital and 400 
km southeast of Singapore. 

Flights from Jakarta to 
Singapore are usually at 
about 9,250 metres above 
sea-level while crossing the 
region. 

SilkAir said the plane 
made no distress calls. 

Aviation experts have 
said that despite recent 
plane disasters widely 
reported in the media, the 
number of crashes world- 
wide has remained fairly 
constant over the past 20 
years. 

But some unsolved inci- 
dents provide a nagging 


reminder that it still possi- 
ble for airliners to drop out 
of the sky for no apparent 
reason. And even with air- 
line safety improving, the 
industry still fears" the 
impact of crashes on public 
opinion. 

According to Boeing, the 
world's biggest commer- 
cial plane maker, if air trav- 
el continues to grow at its 
current rate without even 
more safety improvements, 
there would be a major 
accident somewhere in the 
world every week by the 
year 2005. 

Indonesia's air safety 
record this year has been 
poor. 

Apart from the SilkAir 
and Garuda disasters, at 
least 30 people were killed 
when a Sempari Airlines 
Fokker F-27 crashed after 
take-off from the city of 
Bandung in West Java. At 
least IS people died in two 
other crashes of planes 
owned by Merpati Airlines, 
another domestic Indone- 
sian airliner. 

Singapore said 40 of its 
nationals were on the 
SilkAir plane along with 23 
Indonesians, 10 

Malaysians, five Ameri- 
cans. five French, four Ger- 
mans, three British, two 
Japanese, one Austrian, one 
Australian, one Indian, one 
Taiwanese and one Bosn- 
ian. 

The 41 -year-old pilot, 
Tsu Way Ming with 6,900 
hours flying experience, 
and the cabin crew were all 
Singaporeans. The New 
Zealand co-pilot. Duncan 
Maurice Ward. 23, joined 
the airline in September 
last year. 

The plane was the newest 
on the airline’s fleet, 
SilkAir officials said. 


Officials test dozens for bird 
flu but say Hong Kong is safe 


HONG KONG (AP) — 
Dozens more people are 
being tested for the potential- 
ly deadly bird flu virus, an 
official said Friday, as the 
Hong Kong government 
assured tourists it is still safe 
to visit. 

“I wouldn’t say hundreds, 
but at least tens” of people are 
being tested for the influenza 
a H5N1 vims, said Eiinda 
Luk, spokeswoman for the 
hospital authority. 

The virus, until recently 
found only in birds, has killed 
two people and hospitalised 
ar least five others. In addition 
to these seven confirmed 
cases, the government has 
been reporting only two other 
suspected cases. ■ 

Ms. Luk said the larger 
group of patients being tested 
are all sick with some kind of 
influenza a vims, but may not 
have the bird flu vims, a 
H5N1. She said some are 
more sick than others, but 


refused lo say exactly how 
many people are involved 

Local newspapers said that 
a 4-year-old boy and a 30- 
yearold woman were sus- 
pected of having bird flu. The 
woman is related to two small 
children who are among the 
known bird flu victims. 

Ms. Luk confirmed, “the 
two people mentioned are 
among die patients whose 
samples have been sent for 
further investigation." 

Doctors from the World 
Health Organisation and the 
Centres for Disease Control 
in the United Stales say they 
are still not sure if the vims is 
being transmitted from birds 
to humans or humans to 
humans. 

If transmission is human- 
to-human. since the vims is 
new and few people have 
immunity to iL a worldwide 
pandemic is possible, they 
say. 

But despite the scare, the 


government moved to assure 
travellers that Hong Kong 
remains a safe destination. 

The department of health 
issued a two-page fact sheet 
quoting a World Health 
Organisation assessment that 
the present cluster of bird flu 
cases “has not reached the 
scale of an outbreak,” and 
that travel restrictions or quar- 
antine measures are not need- 
ed. 

However, the sheet advises 
visitors to avoid sick or dis- 
eased poultry while in Hong 
Kong, and take the same pre- 
cautions they would to avoid 
any flu vims, such as ventilat- 
ing rooms and washing 
hands. 

• The government said the 
fact sheet would be distrib- 
uted by the Hong Kong 
tourist association and gov- 
ernment offices overseas. 

Hong Kong’s tourist indus- 
try is already suffering a 
slump in arrivals since the 


July 1 return to Chinese rule, 
partly because so many peo- 
ple came before the handover 
and partly because of the 
regional economic crisis. 

Doctors say it is safe to eat 
cooked chicken and other 
poultry 1 , but that it may nor be 
safe to handle birds that have 
the virus. 

Many Hong Kong people 
buy live chickens and kill and 
pluck them at home. Asked if 
they should be warned 
against this, a spokesman at 
the government’s special 
working group on H5N1, 
Alex Li. said: "I think it s 
very safe.” 

But an hour later he called 
back and recommended that 
anyone handling a live chick- 
en wash their hands immedi- 
ately. 

“this type of flu virus does- 
n’t survive long in the envi- 
ronment. so it can quickly be 
killed by disinfection.” he 
said. 


KATERINI, Greece (Rj — 
Greek commandos Satur- 
day finally reached the 
wreck of a Ukrainian air- 
liner with 70 people aboard 
that had crashed and 
burned up three days earli- 
er at the foot of Mount 
Olympus. 

The first team to reach 
the site reported that the 
only piece of the Russian- - 
built Yakovlev-42 airliner 
that remained intact was 
the cockpit. There was no 
sign of any survivors. 

“The aircraft disintegrat- 
ed upon impact and 'slid 
into a gorge” Deputy- 
Defence Minister Dimitris 
Apostolakis told reporters 
at Salonika airport where 
the plane had been headed. 
“There were bodies among 
the debris..." 


"There was a fire upon 
impact, shown by the fact 
that some 70 hours later 
certain pieces of debris arc 
still warm.” he added. 

The plane vanished late 
Wednesday but a search on 
foot by thousands of troops 
and civilians was hampered 
by deep snow and thick 
fog. 

“If the cloud cover hadn’t 
lifted we would not have 
found the crash site,” Mr. 
Apostolakis said. “It is 
such a difficult site that the 
helicopter which first spot- 
ted it didn't want to leave, 
fearing it would not be able 
to find it again.” 

He said troops would 
now work non-stop until all 
the bodies were recovered. 

Convoys of army trucks 
and ambulances were rush- 


ing to the scene near the 
village of Fotina. 

Relatives of passengers 
also hurried to Fotina and 
demanded to be taken to 
the site, but authorities 
placed it off-limits. 

'“We lost our relatives, we 
are in great pain, you must 
let us go to them.” the 
uncle of one passenger 
pleaded with police. 

TTie plane vanished from 
radar screens during its 
second approach to Saloni- 
ka after a flight from Kiev 
via Odessa. 

Transport Minister Tasos 
Mandelis said after listen- 
ing to a tape recording of a 
dialogue between Saloni- 
ka’s control tower and the 
plane that it appeared the 
pilot had become disorien- 
tated. 


The airliner, with 62 pas- 
sengers and eight crew, 
belonged to state carrier air 
LTkraine. it was being oper- 
ated by Aerosweet airlines, 
a Ukrainian-Israeli con- 
cern. 

The company’s general 
manager said it had been 
used because Aerosweet ’s 
Boeing 737-200 had devel- 
oped a technical problem. 

Compounding (he 

tragedy, a Greek air force 
C-130 transport plane par- 
ticipating in the search 
crashed ~ near Athens, 
killing five crew. 

Locals saw the plane fly 
straight into a mountain at 
about 0730 GMT shortly 
after taking off from a mil- 
itary airport. The defence 
ministry' said it believed 
there were no survivors. 


New Zealanders rate landscape 
and Lomu over literature and heritage 


WELLINGTON (AFP) — 
Opera diva Kiri Te Kanawa 
may be more famous interna- 
tionally than rugby icon 
Jonah Lomu but most of 
their compatriots would pre- 
fer tickets to a test match 
rather than to Tosca. 

New Zealanders are much 
prouder of their country’s 
beauty and sporting heroes 
than of their culture and her- 
itage. a new survey says. 


The research by the Mil- 
lennium Office to discover 
New Zealanders’ attitudes 
towards celebrating the event 
found S8 per cent of those 
surveyed strongly agreed 
they were proud of the coun- 
try’s beauty. 

Rugged landscapes and 
robust rugby heroes evoke a 
greater sense of national 
pride than cultural figures 
and heritage, the New 


Zealand Press Association 
reported Saturday. 

Only 36 per cent strongly 
agreed they were proud of 
the Maori heritage and cul- 
ture and 38 per cent strongly 
agreed they were proud of 
the European early settler 
heritage, which began 
around two hundred years 
ago. 

Other popular themes were 
the importance of family: 


pride in world firsts like Sir 
Edmund Hillary’s first ascent 
of Mount Everest; pride in 
New Zealand sports people 
and a sense that New Zealan- 
ders’ achievements were all 
the more impressive because 
it was a small country. 

Internal Affairs Minister 
Jack Elder said the research 
provided a good base on 
which to build millennium 
celebrations. 



Make it an Extraordinary Christmas 
at the Inter-Continental 



December 24, 1997 • 

Christmas eve, savour the rich taste of India 
at Bukhara . Chef Dilshad Bahandour's 
hand-picked selection of exotic Indian 
cuisine will make this holiday delightfully 
different. 


December 24, 1997 

The special warmth of a traditional 
Christmas feast is not to be missed at Okaz 
this year. The wide selection of holiday 
favourites from your choice of an 
exceptionally-prepared Christmas buffet or 
set menu will make you feel right at home. 





December 24, 1997 

Celebrate Christmas Mexican-style in the 
vibrant and spirited atmosphere at Mama 
Juanita. The Mexican holiday cuisine and 
decoration is sure to add a unique cultural 
flavor to your Christmas celebration 
this year. 


December 25, 1997 

Spend a fun-filled Christmas Day brunch 
with family and friends in the Grand 
Ballroom where Santa Claus will be 
handing out gifts. Or make it a memorable 
lunch at any one of our outlets - Okaz, 
Bukhara or Mama Juanita - and indulge in 
mouthwatering menus. 

For further details , please dial 641361 
ext. 2222 
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Moderation in steps 

THE CONVINCING victory scored by the so- 
called "‘doves” over “hawks” in the recent elec- 
tions for the Shura Council of the Islamic 
Action Front iIAF) is indicative of the political 
mood not only in the main opposition party but 
also in the country and perhaps in the region as 
a whole. When hard-liners in the IAF manage 
to secure just 25 seats in the 120-member coun- 
cil at a time when the stage had been set for a 
huge loss by the moderates following the deci- 
sion they grudgingly accepted to boycott the 
parliamentary elections, the outcome means 
that Jordan’s Islamists continue to favour 
working within the system and not in isolation 
of what is happening elsewhere in the Islamic 
World. Witness the recent developments in 
Iran where the pendulum has swung to the 
direction of moderation and accommodation. 
For this moderate trend to take root in the 
Middle East, however, there has to be an appre- 
ciation of the circumstances which gave rise to 
fundamentalist movements and an understand- 
ing of the conditions under which they would 
move in one direction or another. The Israeli 
body politic in particular has failed to take 
enough practical and ideological steps in order 
to encourage moderation in the region as such. 

Till this point in time, the ultra-religious and 
right-wing factions are calling the shots in the 
current government of Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. As long as they contin- 
ue to maintain a tight grip on the reign of 
power in the Jewish state, the fortunes of mod-' 
eration and peaceful accommodations would 
not look too promising in this part of the world. 

True, the last Israeli national elections were 
not decisive since the Likud Party won power 
by only a razor thin majority just as the 
Labour Party and its strategic allies lost by a 
very small margin. Which shows that the 
Israeli voters have yet to pronounce themselves 
in a convincing way on the question of peace 
and coexistence with their neighbours. But the 
next Knesset elections are still two and half 
years away, and the forces of moderation in the 
region might not be able to withstand the pres- 
sures resulting from waiting for too long for the 
Israelis to vote overwhelmingly for peace. 
There are all sorts of extra- parliamentary ways 
available to Israelis to speak out in defence of 
moderation and common sense. Staying silent 
for much longer, however, could only invite a 
counter negative reaction from the Arab side 
which in its cumulative effect may easily 
reverse the tide in favour of rejectionism and 
maximalist demands. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 RaTs Sultan Hattab Saturday said the Western 
media keep portraying Saddam Hussein as a superman 
armed with various weapons of mass destruction and 
threatening not only his neighbours but the world at large. 
Bur seldom does this media canv reports about the hungry, 
the sick and the destitute Iraqi women and children or 
about the thousands of people dying every month as a 
result of lack of medicine and food said the writer. While 
the Iraqi leadership keeps bragging about its ability to 
withstand the sanctions and cursing the Western powers, 
notably the U.S.. the Iraqi people continue to suffer under 
the crippling effects of the embargo, he added. At the same 
time the U.S. and Britain continue to blackmail the Gulf 
states, warning them against an enemy in Baghdad that is 
ready to invade them unless they hold on to Western forces 
and the Western allies to provide them with protection. 
Hattab said. He said Western media, which suffices itself 
with describing Saddam Hussein and his regime as dicta- 
tors. is bent on attacking others while they mention noth- 
ing about the disabled, the sick and the lack of medical 
equipment and ambulances to carry the sick and dying to 
hospitals. 

AI RaTs Tayseer Zibri said the European nations which 
realise that it is Israel which is responsible for lack of 
peace in the Middle East, do very’ little to help bring about 
a settlement. The Arabs have been hearing Europeans 
express their dismay over Israel’s attitude and voicing con- i 
cetn over the present situation, especially in view of the 
continued Israeli intransigence and its building of settle- 
ments on Arab lands, bufthey are not taking a single step I 
even at the economic and trade level with Israel to help put 
an end to Israel's arrogance, said the writer. It seems that 
the Europeans are comfortable with providing financial 
help to the Palestinians and other Arabs and are not cross- 
ing the line which is drawn for them by the U.S. although 
thev can see that Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu Ls scoffing at peace and the peace process and 
the Oslo accords which they all support by word rather 
than deed. Zibri said. He said it is no longer acceptable ro 
the Arab countries to see Europe opting for a passive 
stand, unable to bridle the Israeli intractable behaviour 
because the Arabs know that the Europeans can. at least at 
the economic level, act effectively to bring about justice 
and also protect their own interests in this region. 




Time to draw the line on excessive borrowing 


AT ONE time, Jordanian governments dealt with exter- 
nal borrowing as if it were a gold mine for easy money. 
Governments were able to invest by borrowing, and to 
cover budget deficit by borrowing. The outstanding 
loans reached 200 per cent of the gross domestic product 
(GDP). The result was inevitable. I recall having warned 
the government in advance and persisted in my criticism 
betu/een 1982 and 1988. but the officials of the day, who 
got addicted to easy money, were annoyed by the com- 
ments and described them as irresponsible and threaten- 
ing to shake public confidence and harm the country. 

By 1988 we arrived at the logical results and found 
ourselves obliged to knock on the doors of the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF), reduce the standard 
of living of our people, and implement a harsh austerity 
programme. The Jordanian people paid the deferred 
price of easy money which the government utilised to 
avoid proper taxation and curb public expenditure. 

Under the IMF economic adjustment programme. 
1992-1998, Jordan’s outstanding- external indebtedness 
stoned to decline, first because of partial repayment, sec- 
ond because of buying-back some commercial debt at a 
price well below 50 per cent of the nominal value, third 
because of rescheduling at generous reductions, and 
finally because of the writing off of the U.S. debt and 
pan of the British debt for political considerations. 

Recently. Jordan s indebtedness in absolute figures 
ceased to decline. On the contrary it gradually resumed 


growth. Wc are now consoling ourselves by stressing the 
fact that the growth of the economy is faster than the 
growth of debt thus reducing the ratio ot debt to GDr. 
now on the order of 90 per cent. 

The draft budeet for 1998. currently under discussion 
in the Parliament, admits that our borrowing in 1998 wd 
exceed our repayments, and therefore our external 
indebtedness will rise by some $62 million. 

For the last 10 years, Jordan did not borrow commer- 
cially. perhaps because commercial loans were not avail- 
able to us. Things changed now as Jordan almost 
restored its creditworthiness. The question is whether we 
shall revert back to the practice of borrowing. As a mat- 
ter of fact the IMF is urging us to borrow commercially. 
A $100 million loun in favour of Jordan was in the mak- 
ing when the Far East crisis erupted and created a nega- 
tive atmosphere which may interfere with underwriting 
the commercial loan. 

The so-called soft loans are worth some consideration, 
especially those provided by the World Bank to finance 
specific projects, or offered as u carrot for implementing 
some prescribed restructuring reforms, or provided by 
the IMF to cover the gap in the balance of payments and 
as a reward for performing some desirable reforms and 
adhering to the programme and achieving its targets. 

Those loans are soft only in the length ot the maturity 
dates. They are very hard in every other respect. Few 
people recognise that the World Bank loans are more 


costlv than commercial loans as far as interest rates are 
concerned. Unlike commercial loans they are not subject 
ro reschedulins under any circumstances. Failure to pay 
on time exposes the borrower country to sanctions. The 
mark up in interest rates above the market rate is the 
main source of the billions of dollars of surpluses 
realised by the World Bank every year at the expense of 
the developing nations. 

At one time I was under the impression that the World 
Bank was sometimes ready to extend loans as a form of 
assistance to the countries concerned. 1 learn now that 
the World Bank is actually anxious to lend as much as it 
can in order to make money. It is offering Jordan and 
other so-called active countries more money than they 
need. It is acting like any merchant bank eager to do 
business. 

It is time to raise the red flag and warn against exces- 
sive borrowing simply because the funds are available. 
We are about to reach a dangerous area and must draw 
the line before it is too late. 

Our fresh borrowing should, by no means, exceed our 
repayment of old loans. Economic development and con- 
fronting poverty through borrowing is a risky policy, let 
alone accepting World Bank loans to finance converting 
Palestinian temporary camps into final settlements, a 
project that the chairman of the World Bank is very 
enthusiastic about for reasons that are not difficult to 
understand. 


Albright’s latest Mideast manoeuvres 
spell tactical not policy shifts 


By S.B. Lasensky 

WHEN SECRETARY of State Albright met 
Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu in Europe on Dec. 17, for the 
second rime in as many weeks, some 
expected she would read him the riot act. 
Ever since the Iess-than-successful U.S. 
attempt to rescue November’s Middle East 
North Africa economic summit in Qatar, 
and recent disunity within the Gulf coali- 
tion, Albright has tried to inject some touch 
love into U.S. peacemaking efforts on the 
Israel i-Palestini an track. Suddenly, the sec- 
retary of state is shuttling " between 
European capitals in a high-profile attempt 
to push the process forward. 

The secretary’s new anempr at "out of 
area” shuttle diplomacy is a tactical shift, 
not a major policy change. 

This initiative is aimed at bolstering U.S. 
credibility in the region, and providing 
triage to a still deteriorating process. 
However. Albright's renewed commitment 
to more active U.S. mediation will eventu- 
ally collide with an administration unwill- 
ing to take bold risks for peace. 

First, it must be recognised that U.S. pol- 
icy makers arc caught between a rock and a 
hard place. In rhetoric. Albright and her 
peace team unfailingly invoke the Oslo 
accords. But in reality. U.S. policy has 
walked a careful line between selective 
endorsement and benign neglect. Beyond 
support for the "land for peace” principle, 
top U.S. policy makers are reluctant to pro- 
vide a detailed road map at this juncture 
because they believe the situation is not ripe 
for real progress. 

Since Washington is unable to put for- 
ward a credible alternative, and unwilling to 


abandon a process that bears President Bill 
Clinton's endorsement, there is no choice 
but to maintain this precarious diplomatic 
holding pattern. The Oslo ideal may have 
died with Yitzhak Rabin. Palestinian suicide 
bombers and Har Honia. but the Oslo deal 
remains a reality on the ground — and the 
U.S. is in no position to abandon the only 
deal around. 

This latest initiative is aimed at building a 
firewall around a faltering process. If 
Albright really wanted to turn screws on the 
parties she would shuttle between Mideast, 
rather than European capitals. Whether or 
not the Israelis and Palestinians can trans- 
late the current momentum into tangible 
progress remains to be seen, but Albright 
has clearly decided to jettison the hands-off 
approach she followed earlier this year. 

The architects of U.S.-Mideast diplomacy 
have realised that should the process deteri- 
orate further, the U.S. cannot afford to be 
perceived as sidelined. Washington must 
maintain a constant presence at the helm. 

Albright’s latest effort also appears to 
reflect a change of heart. The secretary of 
state seems intent to follow James Baker's 
example of hard-nosed bargaining at the 
Israeli-Palestinian souk. 

It is no secret that the former secretary of 
state has held long discussions with 
Albright on the subject, and that she has 
retained Baker’s top Mideast advisors. If 
this is the'ease. Albright has chosen a mis- 
taken metaphor. Baker only sought conces- 
sions on the modalities of a process — and 
he was backed one hundred per cent by 
President George Bush. In stark contrast. 
Albright wants Israel to commit to a sub- 
stantive land withdrawal — and she does so 
without the unequivocal backing of 


President Clinton. If she truly has devel- 
oped a more vigorous stance toward the 
Mideast. Albright would be belter served by 
fixing her sights closer to home. 

Netanyahu know's he can call Albright's 
bluff because Clinton has so far proved 
unwilling to commit his time and personal 
prestige to the task of untying the Israeli- 
Palestinian Gordian knot. 

After his re-election. Clinton hinted of a 
new policy of assertive evenhandedness 
with his criticisms of Israeli settlement 
activity and charges that Israel was building 
"mistrust." But since the spring, the admin- 
istration has backed down and chosen to 
avoid a direct confrontation with Israel's 
supporters in the U.S. 

This is a mistake since the American 
Jewish community no longer speaks with 
one voice on Mideast issues. The ad mini s- 
-tration should pay more attention to the 
increasing plural isation of the “Israel- 
lobby.” and build stronger ties to the pro- 
Oslo organisations. 

Albright cut her diplomatic heels in the 
Carter administration — but Clinton is no 
Jimmy Carter. Not only does the president 
lack Carter's long-standing, personal com- 
mitment to Mideast peace, bul AI Gore has 
apparently stepped in to oppose those voic- 
es in the administration who want a more 
assertive policy. It is precisely this political 
interference from the White House that will 
ultimately stive Bibi from a Shamir-stvle 
run-in with ihe powers that be in 
Washington. 

Despite a series of glaring Israeli mishaps 
— including the delayed transferring of aid 
to Jordan, the Shein Be in extradition fiasco, 
and Bihi’s poor handling of American 
Jewish fallout over the conversion bill — 


the U.S.-lsrael ‘‘special relationship" stands 
on solid ground. Clinton and Gore will not 
allow the relationship to return to the acri- 
mony that plagued the Lebanon war and 
intifada years. (Though Israeli leaders 
should not fool themselves into believing 
that this administration’s good graces are 
limitless). 

Albright’s latest Mideast gambit is a tacti- 
cal move to stabilise the peace process and 
bolster U.S. credibility following less than 
successful performances in Baghdad and 
Doha. 

If Madeleine Albright has indeed discov- 
ered a newfound commitment to Mideasi 
peacemaking, she may accomplish more by 
shuttling between Foggy' Bottom (a popular 
Washington. D.C. neighbourhood) and rhe 
White House in order to get this adminis- 
tration to match her tough words with tough 
action. Washington cannot dictate the terms 
of a solution, but neither does its influence 
fall on deaf ears (and budgets) in the Middle 
East — which leaves plenty of diplomatic 
space for the U.S. to effect positive change. 

This administration needs to be reminded 
that in the post-cold war international set- 
ting. U.S. strategic and moral interests are 
served by continued lsraeli-Arab reconcili- 
ation and a robust peace process. 


S.B. Lasensky writes frequently on interna- 
tional affairs: his articles have appeared in 
The Christian Science Monitor and The 
Boston Globe. Lasensky. currently u PliP 
candidate in Political Science at Branded 
University, served as a Public Affairs 
Officer for the Israeli Foreign Ministry 
t / W-‘b". I He contributed this article to the 
Jordan Times. 


Selling fake history to children 


LETTERS 


By Natalia Ilyin 

NEW YORK — My 
grandmother met 

Rasputin. 

He came to her fami- 
ly's house for dinner in 
Kazan in 1905. 

He was slovenly, 
grandiose. and was 
wearing two silk 
Russian blouses, one 
over the other, to pro- 
claim his prosperity. 

Distracted by anxiety 
over a neighbour’s ill- 
ness. he stayed only a 
short time, which was 
fine with my grandmoth- 
er. 

Rasputin took his leave 
in the foyer. The chil- 
dren w'ere all present. 
My grandmother was 10. 
Her brothers. Dmitri and 
Alik, stood near their 
father, a widower. 

Rasputin pul his hand 
on my grandmother’s 
head. “She *.' -: i| live 
long." he said. 

My grandmother lived 
to be 97. But the rest of 
her family died young. 

During the Communist 
takeover in 19 IS. her 
father was shot in the 
back of the head and 
thrown into a lime pit. 

Red troops found Alik, 
wounded after a skir- 
mish. bayoneted him and 
threw him into a river. 
Dmitri was later shot to 
death in a Stalinist 
purge. 

Now my nephew is 


playing with the 
Raspurin toy that came 
with his chicken lenders 
and fries. It's from 
Burger King’s promo- 
tional tie-in with the 
new movie “Anastasia.’’ 
Pull both arms out and 
Rasputin’s head falls 
off. Press a button on his 
back and everything 
pops back into place. 

There's a 
phrase for 
what the 
moviemakers 
did: it's calied 
cuiturai 
appropriation . 

How do 1 tell my 6- 
year-old nephew and my 
7-year-old niece that 
this was no fairy tale? 

In the animated 
movie's story. Anastasia, 
the daughter of the czar, 
escapes the clutches of 
the evil Rasputin and 
somehow laicr misses 
being killed with the rest 
of her family. Then she 
falls in love with the boy 
who saved her. 

How dr* I tell my niece 
and nephew that life 
does not always pop 
back into place? 

The real Anastasia w-as 
shot in a basement. Then 
she was doused with 


gasoline, burned and 
dumped in a pit. along 
with the rest of her fam- 
ily.. 

Later, a delusional girl 
was fished out of a 
German river and 
claimed to be Anastasia. 
After she died. DNA 
tests proved once and 
for all that her story w r as 
a hoax. 

There’s a phrase for 
what ihe moviemakers 
did: It’s called cultural 
appropriation. 

People who have led 
miserable lives and died 
miserable deaths are 
reincarnated us heroes. 
This has been going on 
since celluloid was 
invented. 

But the difference here 
is that this film is mar- 
keting a false version of 
modern history to chil- 
dren. 

I can’t tell my niece 
the truth about 
Anastasia: she's too 

young to hear the truth. 

But for 20th Century 
Fox. she is not too 
young to be told a lie. 

The writer, who teaches 
in the graphic design 
department at Yale 
University in the U.S. 
state of Connecticut, is 
the author of the forth- 
coming "Blonde Like 
Me." This article is 
reprinted from the 
International Herald 
Tribune. 


Water to spare? 

To the editor: 

I HAVE read on occasion that in a few 
decades the real crisis facing, the region 
we live in will be not land and people, 
but water. Thus, we arc instructed by 
television, newspapers, and other chan- 
nels of information to “save water, 
every drop counts." As 1 write this. I am 
looking down the street where I live on 
Jabal Hussein at a not too unfamiliar 
scene. Bubbling up from under rhe side- 
walk in front oT one of my neighbour's 
houses is a literal torrent ’of water that 
has been flowing down the street now 
for lour days, i would estimate that 
probably no less than 100.000 litres of 
water has gone literally down the drain 
so far and I have seen no indication that 
anyone is coming to stop the flood. This 
is only one house. 

Having lived in this place for about 
eight years now. I ean say conservative- 
ly that there is hardly a day where 1 have 
not seen major flows of water comin«> 
down different streets on Jabal Hussein! 
On some days I saw live or six major 
leaks in different places — some of 
these leaks continue lor days. Since the 
area that I am familiar with is quite lim- 
ited. I am woniicring how representative 
this catastrophe is of other areas of the 
city. Is Jabal Hussein sitting on a eiuan- 
lic lake of water, w here we have plenty 
to spare? Do residents in other parts of 
Amman, like myself, have to lord rivers 
many times to get across the street? 

1 have no idea how ihe water authori- 
ties are tackling this problem, bur when 
major leaks How nn for davs with no 
one doing anything, we can conclude 
one (or morel of the following: (1) 
There really is no upcoming water crisis 
and we should ignore all (he ads abour 
saving water — we've got more water 


than Holland, apparently. i2)The 
authorities don’t know about these 
leaks? Unlikely. But if true, then there is 
a major communication problem here. 
(3) People who should be doing some- 
thing about it arc busy doing other 
things. If this is true, then we are back at 
llie first conclusion — apparently it isn't 
important enough to do anything about, j 
(4t The problem is on a scale too huge 
for the present system to get on top of. ] 
If this is true, then we are headed for a ■ 
real caiastrophe. There simplv is no ] 
excuse to let 100.000 litres of water] 
flow through our hands. If I hud the j 
tools and the permission I would fix it ] 
inyself. j 

Bob Robertson I 
Amman 


‘Antisemitism’ claims j 

i 

To the editor: j 

1 READ with some shock the article 
(Jordan Times. Dec. 18-19. "Netanyahu 
to hand Albright allegations oi 
Palestinian anti-seniitism") on Israel’'* f 
"anti-semitisni” complaints to the PNA. I 
II I am not mistaken. Arabs are seniiiw-’- i 
too. Although the Western media hjs | 
not made this distinction and hat* J 
accepted Israel as the only Semitic rep- ; 
resent alive. I am quite surprised thu 1 ! 
the Jordan Times would join in. j 
should not lei this be done in the Arab j 
World. The term "anri-semitic” should j 
apply to all Semitic peoples, not just the i 
Jews. j 

Sheila B. Cassidy { 
Riverside Middle East Research 

Projef 1 J 

Riverside, California ; 

U.S.A. ‘ 
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S. Korean financial crisis roils California’s Korean community 


By Karen Lowe 

A gene e France Pressc 

LOS ANGELES — The 
Christmas carols that usual- 
ly echo across Koreatown 
during the holiday season 


are conspicuously absent 
ibis year amid concern over 
the impact of Seoul’s finan- 
cial crisis. "People are just 
so demoralised" said 
Gilbert Ghil. 43, owner of 
rhe Dae Ruk Koreatown 


department store that is 
now empty of Korean 
tourists who used to pour in 
fur holiday shopping. 

"It’s completely 

stopped.” ‘This is worse 
than the earthquakes and 


Fara’aneh says visit to Knesset not official 

[Continued from page 1) 
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jjiessel Saleh Tarif. member 
of Knesset Abdul Malik 
Dahamsheh and the spiritual 
leader of the Druze comm uni- 
ty in Israel, Mawafaq Tarif. 

They also met with Arieh 
Diue’i. from the religious Shas 
Party- 

The visit was "legal and 
constitutional. Parliament has 
approved the peace treaty with 
Israel and we did nothing dur- 
ing the visit,” Mr. Fara'aneh 
said. 

■“The visit was an attempt to 
penetrate the Israeli circles and 
inform them about the viola- 
tions that Tel Aviv commits 
against Arab and Muslim 
rights.” Mr. Fara'aneh said. 

He added that during their 
talks with Israeli officials, they 
demanded the release of Jor- 
danian prisoners in Israeli jails 
and that Mr. Tichaa has offered 
to mediate in this regard. 

Mr. Fara'aneh was referring 
10 more than 14 Jordanian pris- 
oners held in Israel. 

Mr. Fara'aneh. a journalist 
by profession, said that he and 
Mr. Ra'afar have urged IsraeLi 
parliamentarians to help end 
the barriers that impede trade 


between Jordan and the Pales- 
tinian self-rule areas. 

"We demanded they exercise 
pressure on the Israeli govern- 
ment to implement agreements 
signed with the Palestinians." 
Mr. Fara'aneh added. 

The lawmaker said that he 
and his colleague did not 
inform the government or Par- 
liament of their visit. 

Mr. Fara'aneh expressed his 
dismay at the "strong reaction" 
by fcUow MPs and said that 
when he and Mr. Ra’afai return 
on Sunday to Jordan they will 
read a statement in the House 
about their visit. 

"The visit is a dagger in the 
back," said Mr. Abdul Haleem 
QtuishaL one of the Baqaa 
camp community leaders said. 

"The people here are angry 
and they cannot believe that 
the person who they granted 
confidence have committed 
such an acL" he added. 

He told the Jordan Times that 
they have started collecting the 
signatures of more than 
20.000 Palestinians in the 
camp to send it to the Parlia- 
ment to "demand Mr. Ra’afat's 
dismissal." 

ii is a shock for everybody. 
How dare he undergo such a 


trip.” said Mr. Hussein Abu 
Dba’a, another community 
leader in (he camp. 

Mr. Abu Dba'a said that a 
rally will be held in the camp 
in the coming few days to 
show “the anger and disap- 
proval of the refugees over this 
visit.” 

Meanwhile, the political and 
popular forces in the Baqa'a 
camp described Mr. Ra'afat's 
visit as a "heinous acL" 

“This visit is an assault on 
the blood of the martyrs and 
the wounds of our people... and 
comes at a time when [Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin] 
Netanyahu denies our rights 
and declares that he will not 
pull out from the West Bank," 
said a one-page statement 
issued by "the popular forces 
in the camp entitled “the visit 
of disgrace to the Knesset” 

"We declare that these two 
deputies do not represent our 
unified people and we demand 
their immediate resignation 
after they have lost the right to 
represent our great people.” 
said the statement 


Iraq denies rejecting food deals 


i! , p- - ..,p r 

;■ f- J r^s 


’*}»!-• I- 


(Continued from page 1) 

proposal Friday after Mr. 
Butler said Iraq was 
expanding off-limits areas 
beyond Saddam Hussein’s 
presidential palaces. 

Mr. Butler told reporters 
Friday that U.N. inspectors 
“have evidence or reason to 
believe that prohibited 
items have been, or do 
exist, in" places'* that th£’ 
Iraqis have put off-limits. 

The draft U.S. statement 
would have the Council 
repeat its demand that Iraq 
cooperate fully with U.N. 
inspectors and allow 
“immediate, unconditional 
access to any and all areas" 
they wish to visit. 

"the Security Council 
condemns any failure by 
the government of Iraq to 
provide [the inspectors] 
with immediate, uncondi- 
tional access to any site or 
category' of sites as unac- 
ceptable and a clear viola- 
tion of the relevant [U.N.J 
resolutions.” the draft 
added. 

Such statements must be 
approved unanimously, and 
the 15 Council members 
agreed to meet again Friday 
afternoon to review the 
text. But French Ambas- 
sador Alain Dej.araraet said 
Russia and China “are very' 
far away" from the U.S. 
position. 

France has also called for 
a softer line against Iraq 
and has urged Mr. Butler to 
continue negotiations with 
the Iraqis to resolve the dis- 
pute. 

Council diplomats, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said the U.S. 
rejected language — rou- 
tinely sought by France and 
Russia — which acknowl- 
edges Iraq’s sovereignty 
and refers to progress in 
destroying some types of 
mass destruction weapons. 

In a report to the Council. 
Mr. Butler said Iraqi offi- 
cials insisted they would 
not "under any circum- 
stances” allow inspections 
of presidential and other 
sites Iraq calls symbols of 
national sovereignty. 

Mr. Butler refused to 
elaborate on his statement 
that rhe inspectors had evi- 
dence banned weapons 
might be stored on off-lim- 
its sites. He said that 
regardless of the evidence, 
the idea that Iraq could 
place areas off-limits to his 
inspection violated Security 
Council resolutions and 
international law. 

On Friday. Iraqi officials 
escorted foreign reporters 
around some of President 
Hussein’s palaces, but 
vowed that U.N. inspectors 
will never enter the build- 
ings. 

"Hie inspectors, mean- 
while, visited four sites Fri- 
day, the official Iraqi news 


agency reported. A U.S.-led 
team inspected two military 
areas, including an air force 
base. 

Mr. Butler, who returned 
to New York Wednesday 
after talks in Baghdad, said 
the Iraqis also had 
increased the number of 
restricted sites, including 
headquarters of govern- 
ment ministries and "secret 
rooms” in intelligence or 
security services facilities. 

He said the Iraqis, includ- 
ing Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz, insisted they no 
longer had weapons of 
mass destruction. They 
offered to discuss differ- 
ences in rhe interpretation 
of scientific data gathered 
by inspectors, but said they 
would not volunteer any 
new information about pro- 
scribed weapons. Mr. But- 
ler said. 

"We've sot a very serious 
situation on our hands," Mr. 
Butler said Friday on the 
U.S. television network. 


ABC. "It’s not just palaces, 
it’s a lot of other places, 
too." 

Mr. Richardson told ABC 
the United Stales has not 
yet ruled out military 
action. 

"The first step is to back 
the international inspectors 
and say there has to be full 
unconditional access to all 
sites, every one of them,” 
he said. 

U.N. inspectors are trying 
to verify whether Iraq has 
destroyed weapons of mass 
destruction — the main 
condition for the Council to 
lift economic sanctions 
imposed in 1990 after Pres- 
ident Hussein invaded 
Kuwait. 

Although all 15 Council 
members support unre- 
stricted access for the 
inspectors, they differ 
widely on how to deal with 
Iraq. Those differences per- 
sist despite continued Iraqi 
defiance. 


the riots," he said of 1992 
riots during which Korean 
businesses were targeted 
for buntings and vandal- 
ism. ‘Then, at least after a 
few months customers 
came back." 

No one knows how long 
this economic drought will 
last. An estimated 750.000 
Koreans live in Los Ange- 
les County, about 80 per 
cent of whom are immi- 
grants. Many are now 
engaging in a "buy Kore- 
an” campaign to help busi- 
nesses here and at home. 
Harrison Kim, of the Kore- 
an Chamber of Commerce 
in Los Angeles, said the 
campaign has been playing 
in the Korean-Ianguage 
media and has created a 
generally positive 

response. “Most of us 
either have come from 
Korea, or have family and 
friends there. Some have 
Korean-based businesses. 
So there is a strong attach- 
ment and motivation to 
help," Kim said. 

There are some 22.464 
Korean business owners in 
Los Angeles County — 
mostly of restaurants, gar- 
ment operations and 
tourism agencies. They 
rely on Korean tourists and 
the South Korean economy 
for their livelihood. When 


Seoul’s financial crisis hit. 
South Koreans living here 
braced themselves for what 
they knew would be a blow. 
But they didn't expect it to 
hit so hard and so fast. 

Ghil said his business 
used to pull in seven mil- 
lion dollars annually, now 
he is siphoning savings. His 
son offered to leave his 
costly private school and 
go to public school. Buying 
a new car has been post- 
poned. 

"I don’t know what to 
do," said Ghil who has had 
to lay off a third of his 
employees and is now 
advertising locally to lure 
Koreans living here. "I’ve 
been gelling about 30 cus- 
tomers a day, mostly local,” 
said Ghil, and money is 
tight for them. too. "When 
the tourists shopped here. I 
was getting 100 a day” 
looking to spend. 

Those companies that 
rely on tourism are the 
hardest hit. Nearly all calls 
to Las Vegas Express, 
which normally sells out its 
tours during Christmas- 
time, are for cancellations. 
And companies that sell 
products to South Korea 
say they are not getting 
paid for shipments, making 
them reluctant to fill new 
orders until previous tabs 



A distribution centre in Ch’onnan, South Korea exports around 200 tonnes 
of pears to the United States annually (photo courtesy Seoul monthly mag- 
azine) 


are covered. 

The Korean Chamber of 
Commerce has also urged 
its members to send dollars 
back home this year, rather 
than, presents. 

The impact is twofold: 
Dollars can be used to buy 
Korea’s bartered currency, 
boosting its value. Families 
who buy Korean-made 
goods at home will help 
struggling businesses. 

Hamni Bank, a Korean 


American bank, has waived 
its usual 15 dollar fee to 
encourage money transfers. 
The amount of money 
being sent home this year 
has more than quadrupled 
over last year. Entrepre- 
neurs expressed faith that 
the newly-elected South 
Korean President Kim Dae- 
Jung and the IMF's 57-bil- 
lion-dollar bailout of the 
world’s 11th largest econo- 
my will turn things around. 


As much as Koreans here 
want to help their home- 
land. they too are strug- 
gling against the economic 
typhoon that many said 
they never saw coming. 

"I never dreamed some- 
thing like this kind of situa- 
tion could happen until 
four weeks ago.” Ghil said. 
Searching for a silver lin- 
ing, he added, "at least this 
is bringing families closer 
together.” 


S. Arabia tells GCC states to overcome painful past 


(Continued from page ll 

Saudi Arabian King Fahd 
has missed the last two GCC 
summits in Qatar and Oman 
apparently due to health rea- 
sons. Prince Abdullah is 
once again leading Riyadh’s 
team to the annual gathering 
by oil-rich Gulf Arab 
monarchies and 

sheikhdoms. 

The three-day summit is 
due to open later Saturday 
but bilateral talks have 
already started with a meet- 
ing between the leaders of 
Bahrain and Qatar who have 
had sour ties for years. 

The two tiny states are 
locked in a territorial dispute 
which contributed to 
Bahrain’s decision to 
become the first GCC state 
to boycott last year’s summit 
in Qatar. 

Bahrain's Emir Sheikh Isa 
Ben Sulman A1 Khalifa said 
in his arrival statement: "We 
will reach results and deci- 
sions that will serve our 
mutual interest and achieve 
more prosperity, security 
and stability for our coun- 
tries; and peoples.” 

Months after the 1980-88 
lraq-lran war broke out, the 


GCC alliance was formed. It 
later added military integra- 
tion ro already ambitious tar- 
gets in the face of what some 
saw as threats from Baghdad 
and non-Arab Tehran. 

Gulf Arab military officers 
earlier told Reuters the sum- 
mir was expected to approve 
the integration of GCC com- 
mand. control, communica- 
tions and intelligence sys- 
tems — a first step towards a 
plan to set up a region-wide 
air defence system. 

Dealing with Iran, which 
has recently sent positive 
signals from across the nar- 
row Gulf waterway, is 
expected to figure promi- 
nently in summit talks with 
some members wary of 
Tehran’s intentions and 
growing military might. 

On Saturday. Bahrain's 
Sheikh Isa was quoted as 
saying that Gulf Arab states 
"are optimistic for a better 
future for cooperation and 
look forward to the actual 
implementation of Tehran's 
statements and [new] direc- 
tion.” 

In a further sign of 
improvement. Gulf Arab 
sources told Reuters Iran’s 
Foreign Minister Kama! 


Iraq urges Gulf summit to call for lifting of sanctions 

BAGHDAD (AFPl — Iraq Saturday urged its Gulf Arab neighbours holding a summit in 
Kuwait this weekend to adopt a resolution calling for a lifting of the seven-year-old sanctions 
against Baghdad. 

"What we hope is that the GCC [Gulf Cooperation Council] summit adopts a resolution con- 
forming with the Russian. French and Chinese position, demanding the lifting of the embargo 
as soon as the weapons dossiers are progressively closed.” the official Iraqi newspaper A1 
Jumhouriya said. 

The GCC groups summit host Kuwait, which Iraq invaded in August 1990, along with 
Bahrain, Oman. Qatar. Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates (UAE). 

"Iraq is ready for dialogue and to open all the dossiers with Kuwait, witnessed and in the 
presence of those who wish ro do so among the GCC countries and other Arab naLions,” 
Jumhouriya said. 

“Repealed calls by the UAE and the rejection of most GCC members of a military action 
against Iraq represents an important and positive development constituting a good base for the 
GCC summit” in its attitude towards Iraq, said Babel newspaper, which is run by Saddam Hus- 
sein's elder son Uday. Members of the GCC states arrived in Kuwait Saturday for the three- 
day summit 


Kharazi might visit Abu 
Dhabi after the summit to 


discuss a dispute over three 
Gulf islands and a possible 


visit by new President 
Mohammad Khatami. 
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Delicattessen 
FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD 
TO YOUR TABLE.. 
ENJOYJ 

Cheeses, Cold Cuts, and Sea Foods 
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FRENCH 

Cheeses, 

ITALIAN 
Mortadeila and 
Prociutto, 
Parma Ham 
and Salami. 
AUSTRIAN 
Cold Cuts 
(Beef and 
Turkey) 
SCOTCH 
Smoked Salmon. 
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FRESH FRENCH 
Sea Food 

LOBSTER 
MUSSELS 
SCALOPE 
OYSTERS 
SALMON 
SARDINE 
CLAMS 
CRAB 
OCTOPUS 
SOLE and 
SNAILS. 




FROZEN Smoked Sea Food 
SALZBURGER Xmas Sroffel Cake 
BUTTERBALL Turkey Whole 6C Breast, and Frozen Selections 

SAFEWAY<>#*a±-“ l 


ONE STOP SHOP 

SHMISANI TEL 685311 
AIRPORT ROAD TEL 815558 
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Muscat, Sultanate of Oman 

PERSONAL & TRAVEL 
ASSISTANT 


We are one of the largest business houses in the Sul- 
tanate of Oman. 

As part of our ongoing expansion activities, we are look- 
ing for a Personal & Travel Assistant who will provide all 
assistance to the Chairman/President on their numerous 
overseas trips outside the Sultanate of Oman. 

The ideal candidate would have passed secondary 
school & be able to speak, read & write in English lan- 
guage, besides Arabic. He should be a bachelor and 
below 25 years of age. Preferable age is between 21/22 
years. 

An attractive tax-free remuneration package with incen- 
tive schemes and allowances will be provided along with 
on-the-job training. Bachelor furnished accommodation 
with mess facilities and other amenities will also be pro- 
vided. 

Benefits will include conveyance allowance or transporta- 
tion, air passage, annual leave, gratuity, free medical 
care, etc. 

There are high possibilities for the candidate to trav- 
el to Japan, France, U.K., USA, along with the Chair- 
man/President. 

Applicants who are willing to join us with a long-term per- 
spective may respond within a week, along with a 
detailed resume enclosing copies of certificates/passport 
and 2 recent passport size photographs to: 

P.O. Box 441, Postal Code 131, 

Al Hamriya, Sultanate of Oman 
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Jordan cuts interest 
rates to spur economy 


By Suleiman A1 Ktaalidi 

Reuters 

AMMAN — ■ Jordan's 
Central Bank said Satur- 
day it cut its benchmark 
discount rate to 7.75 per 
cent from 8.00 per cent, 
consolidating a down- 
ward trend in interest 
rates since June prompt- 
ed by positive economic 
fundamentals. 

A Central Bank official 
told Reuters the move “is 
a strong signal to stimu- 
late banks to reduce fur- 
ther deposits and lending 
rates which have not 

f 'one down sufficiently in 
ine with the drop in 
interest rates." 

Repurchase rates on 
certificates of deposit 
were also cut to 9.00 per 
cent from 9.50 per cent, 
the third drop since last 
July when it was 10.00 
per cent. 

Jordan’s monetary 
authorities expect private 
banks to bring deposits 
and in particular lending 
rates more in line with a 
gradual downward trend 
m interest rates since 
monetary policy was 
eased in mid-year after a 
string of positive eco- 
nomic fundamentals in 
1997. 

So far interest rates, on 
deposits — now ranging 
around 8-9.5 per cent and 
lending rates — current- 
ly at between 11-15 per 
cent — have not fallen 
■enough in line with the 
official interest rate cuts. 

But some bankers 
argue the impact of the 
Centra] Bank's eased 
interest rate policy need- 
ed at least six months to 
begin to translate into 
lower deposits and lend- 


ing rates by banks, essen- 
tial to give a boost to Jor- 
dan’s economic activity. 

"It is difficult for inter- 
est rates on deposits to go 
down sharply, it has to go 
down gradually and over 
a period of time... inter- 
est rates need at least six 
months because the bank 
would have deposits for 
a month, for six months 
and one year,” said 
senior banker Mifleh 
Aqel. 

One bank, Jordan 
Export and Finance 
Bank, has announced it 
will lower by 0.75 per 
centage point its prime 
rate as of Jan. 1, 199S in 
a move which is expect- 
ed to be followed by 
other banks. 

In July the Central 
Bank cut its discount rate 
by a quarter of a percent- 
age point to 8.25 per 
cent, in the first rate 
change in nearly eight 
years. It also cut repur- 
chase rates on certifi- 
cates of deposit by 0.25 
per cent to 9.75 per cent 


in July from 10.00 per 
cent 

“The Central Bank 
wants to send a dear and 
strong message to the 
banking community that 
interest rates have to go 
down," added Mr. Aqel. 

Yields on certificates of 
deposit (CDs), a key 
interest rate indicator, 
have dropped by three 
percentage points to 6.25 
per cent from 9.25 per 
cent in July, before the 
bank introduced compet- 
itive auctions as part of 
capital market reforms. 

But the Central Bank 
has felt more comfort- 
able to keep lowering 
yields on CDs as net for- 


eign currency reserves 
reached record levels this 
year. officials and 
bankers say. 

Net foreign currency 
cash reserves have more 
than doubled since the 
start of the year to around 
1.7 billion dinars — 
close to an IMF (Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund) 
three months import 
cover figure, officials 
said. 

A more sophisticated 
monetary policy, which 
has shouldered the bur- 
den of jumpstarting the 
economy in 1997, has 
raised investors confi- 
dence after a series of 
landmark measures this 
year, the centrepiece of 
which was the scrapping 
of all foreign, exchange 
controls introduced last 
July. 

The Central Bank 
should meet a target of 
eight per cent growth in 
money supply by year- 
end. substantially higher 
than the previous years’ 
around three per cent 
bankers say. 

Bankers say injecting 
more available credit 
after years in- which 
banks have been putting 
a tight lid on lending is 
expected to rejuvenate 
the business cycle and 
spur investments as early 
as the first quarter of 
1998. 

Industrialists and 
bankers expect more liq- 
uidity will also have a 
spinoff effect on the 
Amman Financial Mar- 
ket (AFM). which has 
suffered from a shortage 
of cash as high interest 
rates drove small 
investors to higher yield 
bank deposits. ~ 


Egypt seeks Asian investors 
to fight main cause of terrorism 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt 
is trying to convince 
Asian firms to open fac- 
tories in impoverished 
areas of southern Egypt 
as part of its tight 
against fundamentalism, 
a senior official has said. 

The government has 
already" launched talks 
with investors in Hong 
Kong. Taiwan and the 
Philippines, said Ibrahim 
Fawzi, the chairman of 
the state-run Public 
Investment Authority. 

“The main cause of ter- 
rorism is poverty and we 
have prepared a develop- 


Egypt to attract investors 
to set up schemes to cre- 
ate jobs,” Mr. Fawzi 
said. 

“We are proposing the 
creation of factories 
which would be leased 
very cheaply to investors 
on an off-shore status.” 
Mr. Fawzi said. 

These factories would 
be built in the southern 
provinces of Qena, Assi- 
ut and Mallawi and 
could be devoted to such 
activities as the produc- 
tion of ready-to-wear 
clothes, he said. 

*‘We don’t want high- 
technology investments 
which would create tew 


jobs," Mr. Fawzi said. 

The investment author- 
ity plans on building fac- 
tories which would cre- 
ate “one job per four 
square meters.” he said. 

Tourism, a pillar of 
Egyptian economy, was 
shattered after the Nov. 
massacre of 58 holiday- 
makers and four Egyp- 
tians in the southern 
resort of Luxor. 

Southern Egypt, a 
stronghold of fundamen- 
talists. is the country's 
most impoverished 
region, according to offi- 
cial statistics. 


The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Ministry of Transport 

Privatization of the Aqaba Railway Corporation 
Request for Expressions of Interest 

The Gov ernm ent of Jordan is seeking expressions of interest for firms to 
operate the Aqaba Railway Corporation (ARC) under a concession 
agreement 


ARC is a state-owned company that provides rail service from phosphate 
mines owned by file Jordan Phosphate Mines Company (JPMQ at Abiad and 
Hassa, and Shidiya for export through the port at Aqaba. The mine at 
Shidiya, is not presently served by rail, and rail service is provided via a 
transshipment facility. 

The concession will include: 

i 

► operation and maintenance of ARC; 

► financing and construction by the concession of a rail extension 
to the JPMC mine at Shidiya, under a BTO arrangement (build, 
transfer and operate); and 

► investment in upgrading and overhaul of locomotives and 
wagons. 

Construction of the extension and improvements in operations and 
equipment will make at least 5 million tonnes of phosphate available to be 
moved by rail per year, compared with the present level of 2.5-3.0 million 
tonnes per year. 

The Government is also considering including as part of the concession, the 
financing, construction, and operation of a rail link between Aqaba and the 
Aqaba Industrial Area (Wadi H), which will require additional investment by 
the concession. This extension will increase the traffic available by an 
estimated 3.5 million tonnes. 

An efficient ARC is vital to the competitiveness of JPMC, one of Jordan’s 
major exporters, therefore the Government is looking for experienced 
railway operators, with financial capability to undertake this project The 
Government is seeking expressions of interest from firms or consortia with 
the following operating and financial capabilities: 

a) average annual turnover (defined as works in progress and 

completed) over the last five years of US Dollars 100 million 
equivalent, and; 

(b) successful experience in the development, implementation and 
operation (including procurement of rail equipment, provision 
of maintenance services, and overall management) of heavy 
railway freight trains. ~ 

If your firm or consortium meets these conditions, we would be pleased to 
receive an indication of interest accompanied by a statement of your 
qualifications and capabilities. 

It is the intention of the Government to conduct a competitive bidding 
process for the selection of the concessionaire. We will review the expressions 
of interest received and prepare a short list of candidates for the next Stage 
which will involve the submission of Technical Proposals by candidate firms 
or consortia. An announcement of fee short list will take place early in 1998. 

The implementation of the concession is fee responsibility of the Ministry of 
Transport which has engaged CPCS Transcom Ltd. to assist in the matter. 

Please forward your expressions of interest no later than January 25, 1998, 
to the attention of: 

Mr. Yahia Jdaitawi 
Director of Railway Department 
Ministry of Transport 
Government of Jordan 
P. O. Box 35214, 

Amman 11180 
Jordan 

Tel: 962-6-5518111 
Fax: 962-6-5527233 


Jordan Tunes, Sunday, December 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR SUND AY, DECEMBER 21 , 1997 
“ By Undo C. Black . Tribune Media Services, JnT 1 

■ J 

ARBES: (March 21 to April 19) You'll be asked to proven 
can do something that you’ve been bragging you could. Well 
if vou’re as good as you say, you won t have any problem If 
you've been exaggerating a little bit, you’d better get busy 
practising. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) It’s a great time of year for 
travel and higher education. You should always start school 
during the winter quarter. You make such a marvellous 
impression on everyone that the rest of the year goes by eas- 
ily. And you might as weU celebrate the winter solstice with 
some sort of an expedition. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) There’s confusion again this 
morning, but by the end of the day it will be all sorted out. 1 / 
you have a good partnership, the two of you will be talkins 
about how to spend the money you have together. That’s 
always interesting, and today it's a slam-dunk. Spend it on 
something for the house. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 2 1 ) You’re finally learning leant- 
ine how to do whatever you’ve been struggling with. Some- 
body's coming to your rescue. It could be an expert iha 
you’ve hired. It could be your own spouse. It could be all of 
tiie above. At any rate, you're not in this alone anymore. 
Relax and enjoy the supporL 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) You’re going to have to wnfc 
harder for the next few weeks to maintain what you've 
achieved so far. This always happens this time of year, so a 
shouldn’t be that much of a disappointment Lo ok at ii as 
work dial you do for fun. Thai would be the positive 
approach. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You're going to be 
tempted to spend money on pretty dungs. If you’re on a ugh 
budget that could be a problem, but if you’ve saved up a lit- 
tle for situations like this, you'll have a marvellous time shop- 
ping. Tonight you'll find it easier to express yourself roman- 
tically.. Try it! 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) There are all sons of 
changes going on today. You may get a chance to spend more 
time at home. At least you should plan on being there this 
evening. You may even have company coming over. Ties 
would be an excellent use of -your rime. Conditions are good 
for a party. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 2 1 ) You're more inter- 
ested in learning. What could you learn that would make your 
life easier? What could you leam that could help you con- 
tribute? Whai could you leam that would just flat out be fun? 
There are three classes for you right there. Better get going. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) For the 
next several weeks, you’ll have to leam how to manage your 
money. If you don’t, you could end up flatter than a pancake. 1 
chase- wise. Of coarse, the holidays are coming up and roost 
of your shopping still needs to be done. Why don’t you make J 
some of your presents? 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You're lucky 
in a zillion different ways. You have more enthusiasm and 
power and confidence. That’ll be tested today, interestingly 
enough. The moon is going into Libra. That would indicate 
there’s a difficult assignment coming up. No problem. You're 
ready for it 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You have lo fo- 
ish up everything you promised to do all last year. If you ife 
you'll become prosperous beyond your wildest dreams. San 
with the easy stuff and work from there. 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


TMSPiadM Omalxom 


ACROSS 

1 Set up tor a drive 
5 Venetian-blind 
strips 

to Bondsman's 


14 Speak wildly 

15 Leg bone 

16 Fitzgerald ot scat 

17 Composer 
Khachaturian 

18 Not me least bit 
i§ Depend 

20 Ravel 

23 Former Attorney 
General Edwin 

24 Actress Davis 

25 Pt. ol speech 

26 Newspaper 
revenue 

29 DC advisory grp. 
31 Finery 
33 Mis. Archie 
Bunker 

35 Wooden barret 

36 Ravel 

42 Sioux tribe 

43 Actress Hassa 

44 Edible seed ol an 
evergreen 

4B Out of me bus. 

49 W. Hemisphere 

grp- 

52 987-65-W21 grp. 

53 Broadcasting 
55 Column type 
57 Ravel 

69 Harass a pledge 

62 ’Hogan's 
Heroes" costar 

63 Hoof piece 

64 Big-mouth 
pitcher 

65 Conger catcher 

66 Australian goiter 
Brail 

67 WHUam. the 
Quaker 

68 "Lord of the 
Rings" hero 

69 Like horse's 
hooves 

DOWN 

1 Mental distress 

2 Memed 

3 Ducks and 
dodges 

4 Samples 

5 Mikila of hockey 

6 Contest at law 


By Batty Jorgensen 
Lake Oswego, OR 


7 Grow less 

8 Leaning one 

9 Salt spring 

10 Ice mass 

1 1 Bottle ot brew 

12 Unkindly 

13 Deposit 

21 Japanese 
fencing 

22 Bother 
persistently 

25 Jai_ 

26 Circular plate 

27 Okey-dekey 

30 Girl of (he house 

32 Piece of land 

33 Edgeless sword 

34 "48 " 

36 Flatfools 

37 Singer Redding 

38 "_ Lisa- 

39 Reflected 

40 Histone period 

41 Taka out bows 

45 compos 

mentis 

46 Halloween 
collectors 


□nuns 00000 000 
□□□□□ 00000 000 
□□a aaaEjaaGa □□□ 
00110 □□□□□ 
nmnnniin raoeiniiHa 

0CHOH00 HBQDEJQ 
QBQQQ 000DQ 000 

bhoej □□□□□ □□□□ 
□BE □□□□□ EJuauQ 
H DDnODQ t- joncio 
0D0000D H00O000 
00000 □□□□ 

DI9Q □QDIDBQBQBBD 
□00 □□□□□ 10101 
mmn 01311100 00000 


(CI1W7 Mmh HW Si new. UK 

aimwm — 

47 Addison- Si eete ‘ 

periodical 

48 In heaven ‘ 

50 Danny of "Radio 

Days" ! 

51 Long, tiresome i 

speech t 

54 Cafvlno or Beftw f 


56 Preminger or 
Kroger 

57 "Smoke Gets in 
VourEyM" guy 

58 Kin of a pda 

59 Cadence court 

60 Stupefied sure 

61 Buddhist sect 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You’ll be going 10 par- 
ties and doing group activities and getting involved with de- 
ities and all sorts of tilings. It’s a very fun time of year for wm 
And if you approach it wisely, you' li also do a lot of good ami 
get a lot of work done. That’s your intention, starting rodaj 


Birthstone of December: Turquoise — Zircon 





THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergw 



“My dad could fix anything with 
duct tape. I’ll never forget 
my first nose bleed." 


THAT SCRABBLED WORD 
fay H*nrf Arnold ■«) 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 

one tetter to each square, to form 

four ordinary words. 


HAKSY 




WHEN IT CDMjp 
TO CON TESTS 
her p£5Sgr 
POE5 THIS- 


Now arrange the ckcfe d 
form the surprise an5W *!in‘ 
gested by the abort 


Print answer ham [ 


(Answers ton® 1 * 

forterda/a Jumbles: ADAGE SORRY SHAKEN CURFj^ 
Answ0r Why the locksmith's computer cfldnt **** 
HE USED THE WRONG KEY 
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Riedel: Germans have real interest to invest 
in Jordan and to increase imports from the Kingdom 


AMMAN (J. T.) — The German business 
community has a real interest in making 
investments in Jordan and in transferring 
modem technology to the Kingdom in 
order to bolster economic ties between the 
two countries, Marita Riedel, the repre- 
sentative of the German Chamber of 
Industry and Trade in Jordan, has said. 

She indicated in an interview that Jor- 
dan has been dealing with 1.500 German 
firms, including five major ones which 
maintain offices in the Middle East 
region. 

The peace process, she said, has given 
impetus to the German private sector to 
invest in Jordan and in other countries of 
the Middle East. “German firms have 
opened regional offices in Amman, Pales- 
tine, Lebanon. Syria and Egypt to attain 
that goal.” Mrs. Riedel added. 

She added that Germany is constantly 
strengthening its economic and trade links 
with the Arab World in general and the 
countries of this region in particular. 
"Germany is keen on increasing its 
imports from Jordan and hopes to achieve 
this through Jordanian industrial institu- 
tions and through orienting the German 


public on the Jordanian products." Mrs. 
Riedel emphasised. 

Noting that Germany’s exports to Jor- 
dan amount to almost half a billion marks 
annually, Mrs. Riedel said that Jordan can 
increase its exports to Germany by exert- 
ing more efforts to sell high quality prod- 
ucts to German markets. She explained 
that through the German chamber of 
industry and trade. Bonn is trying to 
increase such exports and also to help the 
Jordanian industrial sector by providing 
expertise and advice “Such cooperation is 
bound to increase now that Jordan has 
signed an association agreement with the 
European Union” the German representa- 
tive assened. 

Mrs. Riedel is scheduled to organise a 
presentation meeting with the Jordanian 
business community on Sunday during 
which she will be showing documentary 
films to promote Jordanian-German eco- 
nomic and trade cooperation. 

According to Mrs. Riedel, the German 
chamber of industry' and trade maintains 
85 offices in various parts of Germany 
most of which maintain very close con- 
tacts with the Arab World. 


1% 
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The Business of Information 


Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 20/12/97 18:32 


Currency 

USD 

OEM. 

GBP 

CHF . 

JPY 

CAD 

rrt 

NLG 

FRF. 

US Dollar 


1.7810 

0.6001 

1.4385 

129.40 

1.4321 

1746.55 

2.0010 

5.9567 

DEMark 

0.S615 

- 

0.3366 

0.8076 

72.64 

0.8039 

980.38 

1.1235 

3.3441 

GB Sterling 

1.6664 

2.9660 

- 

2.3811 

214.89 

2.3865 

2910.45 

3.3345 

9.9262 

CH Franc 

0.6952 

123.77 

0.4168 

- 

89.93 

0.9952 

1213.72 

139.20 

4.1395 

JP Yen 

0.0077 

1.3758 

0.4633 

1.1112 

- 

1.1063 

13.49 

154.58 

4.6015 

CA Dollar 

0.6583 

1.2511 

0.4265 

1.0118 

1.11 

- 

1226.85 

1.4092 

4.1867 

IT Ura 

0.0006 

1.0196 

0.3434 

0.0324 

1351.36 

0.8199 

- 

11.46 

3.4103 

NL Guilder 

0.4998 

88.98 

0.2996 

71.88 

64.62 

0.7155 

872.62 

- 

2.9761 

FR Franc 

0.1679 

0.2989 

0.1007 

24.1452 

21.70 

0.2404 

33.59 

33.5900 

- 


Middle Eastern Currencies 


Currency 

USD 

JOD 

SAR 

BAH . 

OAT 

KUW 

AED 

L BP 

EGP 

US Dollar 

- 

0.7090 

3.7504 

0.3770 

3 640cT 

0.3048 

3.6728 

1522.50 

3.3950 

Jordan Dinar 

1.4104 

• 

5.2897 

0.5317 

5.1340 

0.4299 

5.1803 

2147.39 

4.7884 

Saudi Rfyal 

0.2666 

0.1890 

- 

0.1005 

0.97 

0.0813 

0.98 

405.96 

0.9052 

Bahrain Dinar 

2.65 

1.8806 

9.9480 

- 

9.66 

0.8085 

9.74 

4038.46 

9.0053 

Qatar Dinar 

0.2747 

0.1948 

t03(J3 

1.0303 


0 .0837 

1.01 . 

418.27 

0.9327 

Kuwait Dinar 

3.2808 

2J3261 

12.3045 

1.2369 

11.34 

- 

12.06 

4996.08 

0.9327 

Emirates Dinar- 

0.2723 

0.1930. 

.1.0211 . 

0.1026 

.0.9911. 

0.0830 

L ■ 

414:53 

0.9244 

Lebanese/1000 

0.66 

0.4657 

2^633 

0.2476 

2.3908 

0.2002 

2,4123 

- 

2.2299 

Egyptian 

0.2946 

0.2088 

1.1047 

0.1110 

1.0722 

0.0898 

1.0818 

448.45 

- 

Energy 





Mid-East Currencies 



OHs 

Last 



Currency 

USD | 

. DEM 

GSP 

CHF 

JPY 

Brent 

17.43 



SA Rlyal 

0.2666 

0.4760 

0.16001 

0.38369 

34.5161 

W. Texas 

1B.43 

18.48 


AE Dirham 

0.2723 

0.48506 

0.16339 

0.3913 

35.246 

Bonny 

17.43 

17.57 


KW Dinar 

3.2808 

5.84454 

1.96389 

4.72144 

424.623 


16.10 

16.40 


BH Dinar 

0.3770 

4.7259 

1.59185 

3.81679 

343.407 

’BEo 

173.00 

171.00 


CY Pound 

1.9097 

3.4012 

1.1453 

2.7471 

247.115 


Metal F 

•rices 




Currency Deposit Rah 

35 (Bid) 



Bid 

Offer 


2Z32 

*1- 

-3- 




Gold (ox's) 

289 

289.5 



Month 

Months 




Silver (ox's) 

6.05 

6.08 



5.81 

5.78 

6.78 

6.84 

5.87 

Platinum (ox's) 

35S.6 

357.5 


GBP 

7.31 

7.59 

7.61 

7.65 

7.65 

AL (3 Months) 

1543 

1546 


JPY 

0J4 

0.29 

0.21 

0.28 

0.30 

CU (3 Months) 

1782 

1787 


DEM 

3.55 

3.44 

3.56 

3.62 

3.75 

Zinc (3 Months) 

1136 

1141 


FRF 

3.47 

3.67 

3.65 

3.73 

3.81 

Lead (3 Months) 

550 

554 


CHF 

124 

1.34 

1.43 

1.66 

1.62 

N! (3 Months) 

5950 

5980 


ITL 

5.97 

6.86 

5.59 

6.27 

5.10 


. Bourse 

Index 


Chng 


mizm 



NewYork 

Newyork 

London 

Tokyo 

Paris 

Frankfurt 

DOW JONES 
S&P500 
FT-SE 100 
NIKK1E 225 
CAC40 
DAX 

7756-29 

946.78 

5020.2 

15314.39 

2822.9 

4084.75 

-90.21 

-8.52 

-148.1 

-846.75 

-71.6 

-8149 

-1.15 

-0.89 

-2.87 

-6.24 

-2.47 

-1.96 

7846.47 

965.3 

5163.6 

16104.8 

2849.63 

4126.33 

7576.93 

924.92 

4985.7 

15170.8 

2815.69 

4064.14 

7846.5 

965.3 

5168.3 
16161.6 

2894.5 
416&24 


Energy 


* JOD Cross Rates 



' last ■ 


Coffee (c/lbs) 

169 

Spot 

Cocoa (S/ton) 

1708 

Spot 

Sugar (S/ton) 

301.6 

Spot 

Wheat (S/ton) 

109 

Spot 

Soya (c/lbs) 

25.01 

Spot 

Tea (stg/kg) 

165 

Spot 

Barley ($/bsh) 

0 

Spot 

Rice (S/ton) 

370 

Spot 


Currency 


Sea. 

US Dollar 

0.708 

0.710 

GB Startling 

1.1811 

1.187 

DE Mark 

0.3983 

0.4003 

CH Franc 

0.4927 

0.4952 

FR Franc 

0.1189 

0.1135 

JP Yen 

0.5468 

0.5495 

NL Guyder 

0.3532 

0.355 

IT Lira 

0.4058 

0.4078 

* Source: Centra 

Ban* o 

f Jordan. 


Large Aqaba project expected to give major 
boost for Jordanian tourism industry 


By Nadia Mukhlis 

Special to the JonianTimcs 

AMMAN — Jordan plans 
to launch a multi-million 
dollar plan in February to 
develop the shores of 
Aqaba, straddling them 
with 14 hotels around a 
man-made lagoon, as part 
of efforts to lure more 
tourists. 

The ten-year plan to 
build an integrated resort 
will be one of the largest 
investments in the King- 
dom's tourism sector since 
the creation of modem Jor- 
dan. said Bassam Maayeh. 
managing director of the 
Business and Tourism 
Company (BTC). The firm 
has drafted the plan and 
will construct the lagoon 
and other facilities. 

The resort, which will 
have 14 four and five-star 
hotels, will be located west 
of Aqaba city centre and 


north of the limited tradi- 
tional beach area, a 15- 
minute drive from the air- 
port. It will have a recre- 
ational park and an enter- 
tainment island linked to 
the hotels. 

In addition to BTC. some 
independent investors, 
including Gulf and Arab 
financiers, will build and 
operate their own hotels on 
land parcels sold by the 
BTC “within a framework 
of legal, architectural and 
operational guidelines” set 
by the company. Mr. 
Maayeh added. 

The island's restaurants, 
clubs, amusement sites, 
conference and commer- 
cial centres, as well as a 
golf course and polo field, 
horse back riding track, 
tennis and squash courts 
and a big shopping mall, 
are expected to attract 
thousands of additional 
tourists every year. 


Many visitors to Aqaba 
who have also been to the 
over-developed neighbour- 
ing Israeli Red Sea town of 
Eilat and Egypt's Sharm A1 
Sheikh resort have long 
complained of the city's 
limited facilities and infra- 
structure 

“We see that Aqaba has 
not developed in the same 
manner as other Red Sea 
resorts,” Mr. Maayeh 
explained. 

The project will involve 
dredging from the Red Sea 
to feed the lagoon that will 
be set up on an open area 
currently owned by the 
government. Mr. Maayeh 
said. 

The area's flat topogra- 
phy. under-utilised land 
and sea front encouraged 
BTC to develop a master 
plan for the resort. 

"The development of an 
entertainment or leisure 
island as a central theme 


would provide the resort 
with a unique focus that 
includes a range of food 
and beverage outlets with 
.themes and animation 
shows accessible to all 
hotel guests.” Mr. Maayeh 
said. 

The Cabinet approved 
the project proposal on 
May 25 after it won the 
backing of the tourism 
ministry, he said. 

Jordan unveiled a string 
of legislation to attract for- 
eign investments, liberalise 
the market and enhance 
privatisation after a severe 
economic crisis in 1988. It 
signed a partnership agree- 
ment with the 15-nation 
European Union in late 
November and plans to 
join the Geneva-based 
World Trade Organisation 
next year. 

Mr. Maayeh said these 
legislations and develop- 
ments. backed by Jordan's 


1994 peace treaty' with 
Israel that helped generate 
a flood of tourists to the 
region, were all factors in 
favour of such a major 
investment in under-devel- 
oped Aqaba. 

Despite the hardline poli- 
cies oflsraeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu. 
Jordan's tourism industry 
remains ore of the fastest- 
growing sectors in the 
Kingdom, contributing to 
11 per cent of the Gross 
Domestic Product. 

Jordan currently has 157 
hotels with 9.268 rooms — 
up From 5.793 rooms in 
1984. according to Min- 
istry of Tourism figures. 
•The bulk of hotels are 
located in Amman, fol- 
lowed by Aqaba. ( 1 7 per 
cent! and Petra t JO per 
cent). 


JPRC triggers public complaints by turning 
diesel fuel distribution to gas stations 


By Issam Qadamani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Jordan 
Petroleum Refinery 


Company tJPRC) has 
reportedly bdbn swamped 
by public complaints for 
its past week's. decision 
to stop distributing diesel 


fuel in its own oil tankers 
and turning this duty over 
to the various gas sta- 
tions. 

Company Director 


Abdul Wahab Zoubi 
reacted to the complaints 
by saying that “the refin- 
ery' has given licences to 
300 gas "stations around 


FINANCIAL MARKET 
HOUSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - SHMEISANI 
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ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR SATURDAY 20/12/1997 




PAST 12 
HIGH 

MONTHS 
C5U~ 

COMPANY'S NAME 

P / E DIV. 

NO. 

OF 

TRANS. 

NO. OF 
SHARES 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSE CHANCE 
PRICE 


346.000 249.000 

ARAB BANK 

15.1 1.22 

1 

40 

13160 

330.00 

329. UO 

1.00- 

N 

2.340 

1.680 

JOR. NATIONAL BK. 

E 0.00 

23 

17501 

31701 

1.82 

1.81 

.01- 

s 

3.600 

1.600 

BANK OF JORDAN 

6.0 0.00 

33 

33950 

63334 

1.89 

1.90 

.01+ 


2. 680 

1.730 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. BK. 

10.4 6.00 

26 

19664 

34172 

1.76 

1.74 

.02- 


5.300 

4.600 

THE HOUSING BK. 

15.4 3.77 

3 

275 

1413 

S. 18 ‘ 

5.15 

.03- 

s 

4.180 

1.05O 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

10.7 0.00 

4 

584 

1166 

1.99 

2.00 

.01+ 


.990 

.710 

JOR. GULF BANK 

4.1 10.14 

8 

11250 


.71 

.69 

.02- 

s 

4.190 

2.920 

ARAB JOR. INV. BK- 

21.3 0.00 

3 

30000 

08800 

2.93 

2.96 

.03+ 

s 

4.050 

2.380 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

12.4 3.95 

21 

8800 

21547 

2.44 

2.43 

.01- 


1.530 

l.lOO 

ONION BK.SAV.IlfV. 

p 0.00 

2 

4000 

4400 

1.10 

1.10 



BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 235. 

00 *CHG : -0.33 

126 

126064 

267482 




5 

1.740 

.910 

ARABIAN SEAS INSUR. 

6.3 ' 0.00 

2 

2000 

1830 

.91 

-91 

- 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 118. 

31 *CKG: 0. DO 

2 

2000 

1E30 ' 

• *• *- 

*8 



2. OSD 

1.550 

JOR . ELECTRIC . PWR. 

9.4 5.15 

1 

250 

485 

1.95 

1.94 

.01- 

♦s 

7.500 

6.000 

VTtCLS . OWNERS FED. 

8.2 4.67 

2 

-208 

780 - 

3.79- 

- - 3.75 

.•02+ • 


6.100 

3.550 

ARAB INTL. HOTELS 

12.0 5.14 

2 

400 

1542 

3.70 

3.89 

.19+ 


2.550 

.930 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

q 0.00 

2 

2500 




" 


1.010 

.820 

REAL ESTATE INV. 

12.3 6.74 

2 

2750 

2448 

.90 

.89 

.01- 


.810 

.470 

JORDAN INTL. TRAD. 

.28.7 0.00 

‘ 7 

7600 

4399 

.57 

.56 

.01- 


B.900 

6.700 

ALRA 1 I 

15.0 5.98 

1 

50 

418 

8.34 

8.36 

.02+ 


3.900 

2.890 

ARAB IVTL. INV.EDDC- 

10.1 0.00 


1000 

3880 

3.85 

3.88 

.03+ 


1.050 

.740 

JORDAN EXFAT. INV. 

g 0.00 

1 

5000 


.95 




1.O90 

.900 

ZARKA EDUCATION 

g 0. 00 

2 

500 

475 

.95 


“ 


SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 109.90 *CHG: +1.11 

22 

20258 

21907 





1.150 

.930 

ATTANQKZB 

g 0.00 

' 2 

500 

575 

1.15 

1.15 

- 

♦ 

4.450 

2.990 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

20.1 3.65 

5 

850 

2544 

3.00 

2.98 

.02- 


7.050 

5.570 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

15.1 3.09 

1 

100 

620 

6.25 

6.20 

.05- 


7.000 

5.800 

JOR. WORSTED MILLS 

10.3 3.13 

3 

400 


6.40 




4.700 

3.440 

ARAB PHARM. MANF. 

11-6 4.76 

40 

104052 

433B24 

4.18 

4.20 

.02+ 

* 

7.250 

4.600 

JOR. CERAMIC IND. 

4.5 4.52 

2 

112 

495 

4.65 


.23- 


6.000 

4.400 

DAR ALDAWA DV.INV. 

14.0 4.38 

6 

17500 

101251 

5.71 




3.850 

2.-220 

ARAB ALUM. IND. 

6.1 9.65 

16 

5143 

13230 

2.55 

2.59 

.04+ 


.650 

.450 

LIVESTOCK & POULTRY 

9.7 0.00 

11 

13050 

6003 

.45 

-48 

.01+ 


1-230 

.780 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 

24-4 0.00 

1 

350 

280 





.770 

.510 

NATIONAL INDS. 

g 0.00 

19 

23750 

13710 

.55 

.58 

.03 + 


1.160 

.410 

I NTERMED . PETRO . CHEM . 

g 0.00 

13 

8200 

3540 

.43 

• 44 

.01+ 


4.770 

4.370 

JOR -CHEM. INDS. 

18.6 4.38 

1 

250 

1143 

4.37 




.860 

.530 

JOR. ROCKWOOL INDS. 

g 0.00 

4 

2500 

1450 

• 58 


~ 


4.610 

2.700 

ALADDIN CO. 

24.3 2.76 

1 

300 

870 

2.80 

2.90 

.10+ 


3.000 

1.160 

NATL. CABLE WIRE . MFAC 

31.3 0.00 

16 

9750 

12377 

1.24 

1.30 

.06+ 




JOR. SUL PRO -CHEM 

g 0.00 

1 

250 


-81 

• 80 






15.2 5.68 

8 

1750 









P .25 

16 

11300 








JOR . INDS . RESOURCES 

9.7 13.09 

16 

9744 









16.5 0.00 

17 

34 350 




“ 



1.340 

EL -2AY READY WEAR 

49.3 0.00 

8 

2525 

3531 

1.39 






INTL. TOBACCO 

6.6 0.00 

11 

4750 

5748 



” 




UNION CH. S VEC. 

45.5 0.00 

6 

7624 

7624 

1.04 




.840 

.570 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.5 16.39 

8 

17750 


• 60 

• 61 



INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 114 

.56 *CHG: -0.46 

238 

276937 

672315 




GRAND TOTAL 

INDEX: 169:21 *CHG: -0.30 

388 

425259 

963534 







PARALLEL 

MARKET SHARE PRICE 

LIST FOR 

SATURDAY 

20/12/1997 






CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 

g 0.00 

16 

29201 

9968 

.33 

.35 

.02 + 



.340 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

9.6 0.00 

40 

102650 


.35 

• 36 

.01 + 




UNION INV. 50* 

g 0.00 

18 

76000 




“ 





q 0.00 

31 

86799 

41633 

.46 

.48 

.02+ 


2.100 

‘1.050 

CENTURY INV. CROUP 

E 0.00 

* 6 

391250 

790360 

2.10 

2.00 

.10- 


.380 

.140 

JOR . I NDS . HATCH- JEMCO 

g 0.00 





• 16 

.01- 




ARAB FOOD 6 MED. 

g 0.00 

10 

11400 



.48 

.01- 




ARAB INTL. INV. TRD. 

35.7 0.00 

11 

10000 


.30 

.31 

.01+ 


.750 

.380 

NATL . MOLT . ENG . NAM I CO 

g 0.00 

21 

35870 

18294 

.49 

.51 

.02+ 


.640 

.370 

NAYZAK DIES *. MOULDS 

g 0.00 



05 



— 



.580 

MIDEAST PHARM- 75* 

E 0.00 

6 


X&03 


• 66 

.02+ 

t 



UNION TOBACCO 75* 

g 0.00 

5 

546 


1.40 

1.42 

.02+ 




INDS. ENG. 

g 0.00 

5 

5050 

1515 

.29 

.30 

.01+ 




INDS. CERAMIC 

15.7 0.00 


2200 


-57 

.60 

.03 + 



.490 

NATL. POULTRY 

E 0.00 

20 

93000 

51150 

.55 

.55 

- 

N 

1.000 

.660 

NAT. ALUMINIUM. 75* 

94.6 0.00 

5 

4100 


.67 

.68 

.01+ 

GRAND TOTAL 



202 

861566 

981690 





I ; Hew 12 none. ha high 
+ i New 12 none ha low 

S : Stock dividend during tha paat 12 nontha 
N r Llatnd during tha pa at 12 montha 
p j P/8 ratio la 100 or nore 
g t NaaatlM P/E 

E : Earning la saro or N/A for tha moat recent year 



the country' ro distribute 
fuel and has received 400 
additional applications 
for more gas stations. 
The company should not 
compete with the gas sta- 
tions which should be 
given the chance to oper- 
ate in accordance with 
the terms of the licence 
given to them.'* 
According to company 
sources, the company's 
decision w as criticised by 
the public because the 
public preferred ro buy 
the fuel directly from the 
refinery since many gas 
stations, they said, were 
mixing diesel oil with 
water and selling the 
adulterated mixture to 
the public. 

Energy and Mineral 
Resources Minister 
Mohammad Saleh 

Hourani. backed the 
refinery’s decision saying 
that as long as the gas 
stations have got licences 
they should be given the 
chance to operate. But he 
stressed that strict con- 
trol is being imposed on 
the fuel distribution 
process by the concerned 
authorities. "Violators of 
regulations like those 
tampering with quality 
of the fuel will be 
referred to court." he 
emphasised. 

He urged the public to 
report to the concerned 
authorities any manipula- 
tions and violations of 
the regulations or any 
suspected tampering 
with the meters that are 
fixed to the tankers 
According to Mr. 
Zoubi, the Department of 
Standardisation and 
Metrology as well as the 
Ministry' of Energy and 
Mineral Resources and 
the general union of fuel 
distributors together form 
the official concerned 
parties to monitor the dis- 
tribution of fuel and they 
can always inspect the 
gas stations’ operations 
to ensure that they abide 
by the regulations and 
that their meters give the 
correct readings. 


— A.- 1 '- ‘ 
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DAJANT Jewellers, Gems of the world 18-21 & 22 k. Gold. 


1 \ .IORDAN - J-TjVT i &/ ISl-lAZfl 

■Amman. Anua Forum Hard citli Cade: 



Many villas and 
apartments for rem 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 

Estate 

Tel:- 810605-610609 
Fax:* 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


STUDIO HBI6 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your concur f&m 
at m shop and oat 
' JUMBO photo size | 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
29x30 cm. 


Shcoeteafti - Opposite 
Grindsys Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823691 


W 


QCMJnnora. 

INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING 
POOL t 
SAUNA, 

JACUZZI 
& MASSAGE 
FITNESS 
ROOM 

TENNIS & ^ 

SQUASH 
COURTS 

Tel.: 758180 
Radio & TV station RD. 



| Apartments 
& Villas Deluxe 
in Amman 

SANABEL 


R eal 


Sweifiyeh 
Hajarat Complex 
tv:. 864230 — t 865167| 


AtC&*46- fajfmmtiM 

rie: 



QuaSty Serviced Suiles 

T<m SdMm - FulK 
pT-PPW KIM»«sk* « D«, L 
L«*s* r "gwiwnaMf Bmp. 



d^ 4 ^.^ 6 vHamida 

‘ MERRY CHRISTMAS" 
. New i New , New 
Makawir line 
on display at the 
Bani Hamida House 
* Rugs ’ Cushions 
* Wallhangings 
Attractive offers 
Location: Jabal Amman. 
1st Circle. Rainbow St. 

Open daily from 8:00 till 6:00 
including Fridays a 
official holidays. 

Tel. 658696/7 



AAorket 


SHOPPING 

8 1 4 6 3 0 



- V.J 
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England’s Prince Naseem Hamed (L) ducks a punch from the USA's Kevin Kelley in 
the second round of their WBO Featherweight title fight at New York's Madison 
Square Garden. Hamed won the fight in the fourth round (Reuters photo) 

Hamed retains crown 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Britain's World 
Boxing Organisation (WBO) featherweight 
champion Prince Naseem Hamed retained 
his crown at the Madison Square Garden 
here Friday when he knocked out American 
challenger Kevin Kelley in the fourth round 
of a scheduled twelve round contest 

Homed survived three visits to the canvas 
before putting Kelley out for the count with 
a tremendous left hook. 

The British fighter has now won all 29 of 
his pro bouts an d stopped 27 opponents 
inside the distance. 

Kelley, a former WBC titleholder at the 
weight has now lost two of 53 contests. 

Hamed 's entry into the ring was extrava- 
gant even by his own standards. It lasted 
some 10 minutes and was accompanied by 
a traditional New York ticker-tape recep- 
tion. 

In contrast Kelley took less than one 
minute to reach the ring and he was clearly 
annoyed by Hamed's prolonged entrance. 

WBA and IBF heavyweight champion 
Evander Holyfield, and former world 
champions George Foreman and Floyd 


Patterson were present at the ringside to 
watch the fight 

Hamed, who was floored in the First sec- 
ond and fourth rounds before scoring his 
knock-out win after 2mins 37secs of the 
fourth, laughed off suggestions he had been 
in trouble during the fight. 

After being repeatedly caught by Kelley's 
punches. Hamed claimed: “I wanted to 
cause a fight and create some excitement. It 
was my first fight in the United States and 1 
wanted to show people I could take it. 

“All due respect to Kevin but 1 wanted to 
take him out and show all my skill. 1 had to 
tike some shots. I took his shots but did he 
take mine? 

“I got straight up when he caught me — 
that’s the heart of a lion, a champion's 
heart," he added. 

“I came to America and I proved myself. 
What more can 1 say? 

“I'm the best he (Kelley) has boxed. I’ve 
got great respect for him but at the end of 
the day I’m the champion of the world. 


Palace 
again give 
offer to 
Brolin 


LONDON ( AFP) — Crystal 
Palace manager ’ Steve 
Coppell said Friday he was 
ready to give Swedish bad- 
boy Tomas Brolin a chance 
to resurrect his controversial 
career in England. 

But Coppell admitted the 
former Leeds and Parma 
star would only be a short- 
term addition to his squad. 

Brolin. who starred for 
Sweden in USA ‘94, moved 
to Leeds from Italian club 
Parma in 1995 but he failed 
to shine. 

Wilkinson and subse- 
quently George Graham 
struggled to control Brolin 
amid reports of weight and 
attitude problems and he has 
not played since leaving 
El land Road in acrimonious 
circumstances. 

Bui Coppell is prepared to 
take on Brolin in order to 
help keep Palace in the 
Premiership this season. 

“He’s free at the moment 
and I've just said if he wants 
to come and train with us 
and make himself available 
then fine," Coppell said. 

“We are in contact with 
him through intermediaries. 
I think realistically he is 
only going to commit him- 
self until the end of the sea- 
son and we probably only- 
have a need until the end of 
the season. 

“But at least we give him 
an opportunity to re-estab- 
lish himself. I think he is 
only 28 but he has got a lot 
to do. 

"He’s been out of the 
game for close to three 
months so he's got to look 
for the best opportunity he 
can to show that he’s a top 
quality player." 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Ronaldo wins Golden Ball award 

RIYADH 1 AFP) — Brazilian striker Ronaldo has won the 
prestigious Golden Ball European Footballer of the Year 
awarded by the France Football magazine for 1996-97. 
according to sources at the Confederations Cup here on 
Friday. The Inter Milan hitman polled the most votes ahead 
of Real Madrid’s Yugoslav striker Pedrag Mijatovic and 
Juventus’ French star Zinedine Zidane. Ronaldo, who 
scored for Brazil in their 2-0 semi-final win over the Czech 
Republic here on Friday, was widely expected ro capture 
the award, although- the decision will not officially be 
announced until Monday evening by the magazine. 
Arsenal's Dutch forward Dennis Bergkamp finished 
fourth, with Ronaldo's compatriot. Real Madrid wingback 
Roberto Carlos fifth. 

Gillespie pledges future to Newcastle 

NEWCASTLE (AFP) — Keith Gillespie on Saturday 
killed off suggestions that he wants to return to Manchester 
.United by pledging the rest of his career to Newcastle. The 
22-year-old Northern Ireland winger is set to put pen to 
paper even though he still has a year and a half of his cur- 
rent contract to run. Gillespie said: "My contract does not 
run out until the end of next season. Obviously no new 
talks have taken place at this stage, but if I was offered a 
new contract I would sign it immediately. “I am really 
enjoying my football these days. The nan in the side I'm 
getting has boosted my confidence, and nothing would 
please me more than to stay at St James’ Park for the rest 
of my career.” It is a time/y boost for Newcastle ahead of 
Sunday’s game against league leaders, champions and 
Champions’ league quarter finalists Manchester United. 
“There have been rumours going around since just about 
the first day l arrived here that I’ d eventually go back to 
Manchester,” said the winger. 

Vierra keeps job as Iran coach 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Brazilian Valdeir Vierra has been 
retained as coach of Iran, less than a week after the Iranian 
authorities admitted they wanted to replace him. The dra- 
matic about face came after Iran received a quadruple snub 
in their search for a high profile coach to lead them at the 
1998 World Cup finals in France. Carlos Bilardo, who 
coached Argentina to the 1986 title, former Barcelona boss 
Johan Cruyff. Yugoslavian Bora Milutinovic, who took 
minnows Costa Rica to the last 16 in 1990 and was sacked 
by Mexico recently because of their poor manner of quali- 
fying for the World Cup finals, and Portuguese coach 
Eduardo Vingada had all turned the job down. 
“Unfortunately the coaches we contacted did not want the 
job,’’ said Daryush Mostafavi, President of the Iranian 
Football Federation. Mostafavi then tried to sign former 
Bulgarian coach Dimitar Penev, who took his side to the 
1994 semi-finals, bur that too fell through. On Saturday 
Mostafavi announced that Vierra would be retained and 
lead Iran to France. 


Tomba ‘La Bomba’ gets skis ready weather wipes out downhuis 


ALTA BADIA (AFP) — 
Alberto Tomba was getting 
his water skis ready on 
Saturday, as the Italian idol 
prepared for a rainswept 
weekend of World Cup 
slalom skiing. 

Tomba is the star attrac- 
tion in Sunday's giant here 
and Monday’s slalom at 
Madonna di Campiglio. But 
like the other skiers. he also 
needs help from the weather 
gods who are currently ruin- 
ing the World Cup calendar. 


The rain which wrecked 
Saturday’s downhill double 
bill at Val Gardena on the 
other side of the mountain, 
was also falling alarmingly 
at Alta Badia. 

“If it continues to rain like 
this, we can take our water 
skis and ski down the val- 
ley,” quipped Tomba. “They 
couldn't even go on the 
course this morning to test 
it." 

Tomba, the second most 
successful World Cup skier 


of all time, has a special 
affection for this Dolomite 
resort. 

“I like it here,” he said. 
“Remember, the first time I 
was ever on a podium was 
here in 1986." 

Tomba. then in his first 
year on the circuit, was sec- 
ond in the giant slalom 
behind compatriot Richard 
Pramotton. 

The triple world champi- 
on. who turned 3 1 on 
Friday, has also won here 
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Tri-ngle Bells, Tri-ngle Bells, 

Tri-ngle All The Way, 

Le Chateau Will Let You Feast, 

At Least Three Times A Year. 

Wbo says Christmas comes only once a year? 

At Le Chateau we celebrate The Festive Season three times a year. 

This year's Christmas rrear is nor to be missed. 

Christmas dinners on the 24th & 25th will be etched in vour 
memory. Exquisite food, flown in from Paris especially for you and 
prepared by our cheflike a work of art. Our homemade Buche du Noel 
is definitely a must. Enjoy all this in an elegant and festive ambiance. 

We are also ottering a Santa's lunch on the 25th for all members of 
the family. (Adults JD 15.000++. Children JD 7.500++). .And for all 
the kids out there, Santa has left you many surprises under our 
Christmas tree. 

Come and experience the spirit of Christmas 
during the month of December.' 


☆ ☆ 


(j/tateau\ 

Evquisiu cuiOTK /us no /vundnua . 
fewu'5 no seasons: 


☆ ☆ 


For more information and rewrvations please call Tel: 73S850 - 738985 



four times, most recently in 
1994. 

“It's a very techicnal, 
challenging. course. Bui if 
we have it. I’d like it to be a 
fair race and not one like the 
women’s race this morn- 
ing." 

The slalom won by 
Sweden's Ylva Nowen at 
Val d’lsere. and watched by 
Tomba on television here, 
was hit by a heavy snowfall 
during the second run. 

Along the weather. Tomba 
faces two other formidable 
opponents in Sunday’s 
fourth giant of the season — 
Austria's overall World Cup 
leader Hermann Maier and 
Switzerland's controversial 
winner ut Val d’lsere. 
Michael Von Gruenigen. 

Maier won at Park City 
and clocked the best time in 
France — only for the 
Swiss team to protest that 
he had broken the rules by 
lifting his ski up too soon 
after the finish line. 

Maier was disqualified, 
handing victory to Von 
Gruenigen. who now leads 
the giant slalom standings 
after his earlier win at 
Tignes. The Swiss skier also 
won this race last year and 
was second in 1995. 

But even if things don't go 
Tomba 's way here, there is 
another chance at Madonna 
in his favourite discipline. 

“Madonna is also a very 
technical course, a very dif- 
ficult course." Tomba suid. 
But he went on: “I want to 
give my fans a Christmas 
present and I think I'm in a 
position to do so. 

Free of the back pain 
which has plagued his early 
season and now fully fit, 
Tomba added: "And if I 
don't won’t be for 
Christmas, it will be for 
Epiphany." 


VAL GARDENA, Italy (AFP) — Fog and overnight rain 
wiped out Saturday’s programme of two World Cup down- 
hill races here, as weather continued to cause trouble on the 
skiing circuit. It was the second cancellation in as many 
days here in the Dolomites. Val Gardena was due to host a 
downhill on Friday, itself an event postponed from Val 
d’lsere. but fog prevented any racing despite a prolonged 
wait until mid-afternoon by the organisers. Officials subse- 
quently took flak from the skiers, who had been made to 
wait around for two hours. To avoid a repeat performance 
on Saturday, officials decided to cancel everything first 
thing in the morning. Rain was also falling on the other 
side of the mountain, at Alta Badia, which is due to host a 
giant slalom on Sunday. That race, as of Saturday morning, 
was still on. 

S. Africa coach resignes 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — Clive Barker, coach of the 
South African national soccer team, announced his resig- 
nation soon after he arrived at Johannesburg airport from 
Saudi Arabia early Saturday, the SAPA news agency 
reported. Despite qualification for next summer’s world 
cup in France, his side’s weaknesses were ruthlessly 
exposed in the Confederation Cup tournament hosted by 
the- Saudis. They failed to progress beyond their group 
marches, which involved the Czech Republic, the United 
Arab Emirates and Uruguay. The South African team, 
known in the country as Bafana Bafana (The Boys), will 
now defend the African Nations Cup in Burkina Faso in 
February without Barker. They play hosts France, 
Denmark and Saudi Arabia in the World Cup four months 
later. 

Fulham take the points 

LONDON (AFP) — A headed goal from substitute Danny 
Cullip five minutes from the final whistle gave Fulham an 
undeserved 1-0 victory over Burnley after a drab clash at 
Craven Cottage Friday night. Cullip scored from a Robbie 
Herrera free kick and it was Fulham’s only effort on target 
and many in a crowd of just 5,000 — the lowest home gate 
this season — had long since deponed. Fulham were booed 
off after a goalless first half and their victory scarcely dis- 
guised the shortcomings of a team which has been bol- 
stered by six million pounds worth of new signings by 
manager Ray Wilkins and chief operating officer Kevin 
Keegan. 

Asanovic set for Napoli 

LONDON (AJT 5 ) — Derby’s Croatian midfielder Aljosa 
Asanovic looks certain to sign for top Italian club Napoli 
this weekend. The 32-year-old flew out to Italy on Friday 
afternoon for talks and Derby announced that the clubs had 
agreed terms. The fee has yet to be revealed, but Napoli, 
who are bottom of Serie A, hope to have Asanovic in the 


side for their League game on Sunday. Asanovic was one 
of Derby's stars last season following his £960.000 signing 
from Hajduk Split shortly before Euro ‘96. But he ** 
injured at the start of this season and his chances have !**„ 
limited to just five appearances by the ruling that allo* s 
clubs only three non-EEC players in their squad. Asanovic 
is desperate for regular first-team football to boost hit 
chances of playing in the World Cup finals in France next 
year and now he looks set to get that with Napoli. 

Anderton signs up for Spurs 

LONDON (AFP) — Tottenham's Darren Anderton has 
signed a new one-year extension to his contract that ivj|) 

. keep him ar White Hart Lane until 2000. Anderton’s career 
has been on hold for much of the past two seasons because 1 
of recurring injuries since playing in the European 
Championship semi-final for England against Germany i n 
1996. But the midfielder put pen to paper Friday to confine 
to the Spurs faithful that his heart and playing future lie 
with the struggling north London club. Anderton. who is in 
the Spurs squad for the vital relegation clash with Barnsley 
this weekend, said: “There is no other team I want to play 
for, and that is why I agreed to sign the new contract." , 

Dugarry signs for Marseille j 

MARSEILLE (AFP) — French international striker 
Christophe Dugarry Friday signed a four-and-a-half year 
contract with Olympique Marseille. Dugany will Jjoe-up 
alongside record signing Fabrizio Ravanelli in Marseille's 
championship-chasing side. Dugany has failed to win a 
first-team place since his transfer to AC Milan, while! 
Marseille recently signed Ravanelli from English siikj 
Middlesbrough for a record 50 million francs ($8.7 mil- 
lion). Marseille are believed to have paid Milan 30 million 
francs for Dugany. The former Bordeaux player will make 
his debut for his new club in a League Cup match against 
Chateauroux on January 4. 

Laws pays damages to Bonetti 

LONDON ( AFP) — Former Grimsby Town forward Ivano ! 
Bonetti has accepted undisclosed damages from ex- 
Blundell Park manager Brian Laws and the club in settle- 
ment of his British High Court claim for assault. Italian 1 
Bonetti s cheekbone was broken by Laws in a dressing- 
room incident in February 1996. following Grimsby's >2 
defeat by Luton Town. Laws admitted causing the injur, 
but claimed he acted in self-defence and Bonetti had 
thrown chicken at him. In addition to the payment, the set- 
tlement package included a personal letter of apology froraj 
Laws to Bonetti. 

Cruyff going nowhere 

LONDON (AFP) — Manchester United manager Alex 
Ferguson on Friday insisted he wants Dutch misfit Joidi 
Cruyff to stay ar Old Trafford. The Dutchman has madej 
only a handfial of appearances this season and has been 
linked with a move to Spanish club Deportivo La Coruna. 
Ferguson, though, claims no-one from Deportivo has con-| 
tacted him and that Cruyff is still much part of his plans as 
United maintain their pursuit of trophies on three fronts.! 
“We’ve not heard anything from Deportivo and I don't 
know anything about it,” he said. Cruyff, 23. joined die. 
champions from Barcelona in a £1.4 million (S2.I million 11 
deal in the summer of 1996. His season has been blighted, 
by an ankle injury and he is only just returning from an: 
operation at the start of November. | 

Karembeu snubs Real Madrid j 

; 

ROME (AFP) — Sampdoria’s French international 
Christian Karembeu has apparently snubbed a move foj 
Spanish giants Real Madrid. Sampdoria say the two dub 
have agreed a deal but that Karembeu has decided it is w* : 
the right move for him. Sampa president Enrico 
Mantovania said: “We have accepted Real's conditions anti 
Karembeu said they were the team he always dreamt « 
playing for. but now he has told us that he no longer wan** 
to go there — it makes me laugh." 

Tunisia to face Senega!, Austria 

TUNIS (AFP) — England's World Cup opponents Tuni'i- 1 
have arranged warm-up matches with Senegal and Aiwri* 
They will meet fellow Africans Senegal in Dakar »>n 
January 7 and Austria in Vienna on May 27. 

Silk Cut advances in Whitbread 

SYDNEY (’AFP) — British yacht Silk Cut was closing * 
on leader EF Language of Sweden during the third teg p * 
the Whitbread Round The World Race Saturday. As ^ 
nine-boat fleet entered Bass Strait, around 1,200 kiloiue- 
tres from the Sydney finish early next week, EF Langur? 1 : 
skippered by American Paul Cayard, was 10.7 km ahead *’! 
Silk Cut (Lawrie Smith), according to the IS00 GMT 
(Friday) reporting of positions. Silk Cut had sliced six kw v 
metres off EF Language’s lead ovemicht. In third p*®* 
was Swedish Match. 1 1.5 kilometres'astem of the lead* 
with American entres, Toshiba and Chessie Racing f««J- 
and fifth respectively. Organisers expect the shape of ,Ifc ' 
race to become clearer when ail the boats enter tire B 1 " 
Strait, separating Australian southern states Victoria aiw 
Tasmania. They say it will then become apparent whlL ' 
routes have paid off. Speeds have picked up and the norm- 
westerly breeze is giving the fleet fast reaching condi^ 8 '; 
with all yachts averaging between II to 12 knot*- 0* im ; 
leading bunch, Toshiba. Chessie Racing and Silk Cut ^ 
the most northerly positioned of the fleet. At l80flG ; ■' 

EF Language had 1. 194 kilometres to sail to the finish m* 
of the third leg in Sydney. 


PHILADELPHIA 


Nick Nolle & 
Shaquille O'Neal ... in 

BLUE CHIPS 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 
8:30. 10:30 


CINEMA TEL6.U|4i 

PHILADELPHIA "2 


Richard Cere & 
Sharon Stone ... in 

INTERSECTION 

Shows: 12:30.3:30.6:15. 
8:30. 10.30 


^ CINE 


1EL4423X 


CINEMA 


TEL:677420 


PLAZA 


Hour Al Sharif & 
Layla Alwi... in 

al maseer 

(Arabic) 

Winner in the 1997 Cannes festival 

Shows: 12:30.3:30. 6:00, 
8:13, 10:30 


CONCORD 


CONCORD " 1- 

A CRIME AT THE 
WHITE HOUSE 

MURDER AT 1600 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30.6:15. 
8:30. 10:30 

MSCBeKn 

Shows: 3:30. 6:00 only J 


ABDOUN 

Harrison Ford ...in 

AIR FORCE ONE 

Shows: 3:30.6:15, 8:30, 10:45 


ABDOUN 
Mel Gibson & 
Julia Roberts ... in 

CONSPIRACY 

THEORY 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 


NOW ON DA1U 
THE GOVERNMENT & 
THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hishant YW* 
and Anial Dabbos 
For reservations call: Aid! 55. 1 . 
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Knicks, 

win; 

Lakers 

beat 


Hawks 


Los Angeles Lakers' Derek Fisher (2) tries to sneak in 
Mookie Blaylock in Atlanta (Reuters photo) 


TORONTO (AP) — 
Damon Stoudamire 
scored a career-high 
36 points Friday 
night as the Toronto 
Raptors ended a fran- 
chise record 1 1 -game 
home losing streak 
with a 92-9 J victory 
over the Milwaukee 
Bucks. 

Stoudamire, who 
added eight assists 
and seven rebounds, 
brought one of the 
most vocal crowds of 
the season to their 
feet, hitting a 3- 
pointer to "put the 
Raptors up 92-91 
with 59.2 seconds to 

p gL„ Robinson had 
a chance to give the 
bucks the lead back, 
but he couldn’t get 
off a clean shot at The 
buzzer as the Bucks 
dropped their fifth in 
a row. 


• Wizards 106, 
Hornets 86: At 

Washington, with 
defence and hustle 
and Juwan Howard's 
26 points, the Wiz- 
ards improved to 7-0 
at the MCI centre by 
snapping the hornets’ 
five-game winning 
streak. 

The Wizards have 
now defeated a top 
team from each of the 
four divisions — 
Utah. Miami , and 
Seattle were the oth- 
ers — and three of 
those games in Wash- 
ington's new building 
were blowouts. 


• Pacers 98, Pistons 
90: At Indianapolis. 
Indiana survived a 
19-point fourth-auar- 
ter outburst ana 33 

J oints overall by 
erry Stackhouse in 
his Detroit debut as 


the Pacers won their 
fifth straight. 

Stackhouse, traded 
from the Philadelphia 
76ers to the Pistons 
on Thursday in a 
four-player deal, 
topped his previous 
season-high by one 
point and almost sin- 
gle-handedly brought 
Detroit back from a 
late 19-point deficit. 


• Knicks 104, Cav- 
aliers 77: At Cleve- 
land, Patrick Ewing 
had 22 points and 10 
rebounds as New 
York snapped a six- 
game road losing 
streak. 

The experienced 
Knicks humbled 
Cleveland, one of the 
league's promising 
young teams, and 
made Shawn Kemp. a 
non-factor. Kemp 
fouled out with 5 
minutes left, con- 
tributing 10 points on 

2- for-9 shooting and 
five rebounds. 

Allan Houston had 
13 points for New 
York, and John Starks 
came off the bench to 
score 13. including a 

3- pointer at the half- 
time buzzer that 
seemed to set the 
tone for the second 
half. 


• Lakers 98, Hawks 
96: At Atlanta. Elden 
Campbell scored 
eight of his 18 points 
in" the final 6:55. 
leading Los Angeles 
to a" victory "that 
snapped the Hawks' 
four-same winning 
streak. 

The Lakers handed 
the Hawks only their 
third home loss in 13 
games before a crowd 
of 25.2S8 — second 
largest in the Georgia 
dome this season. 

Kobe Bryant led the 
Lakers "with 19 
points, including a 3- 
oint basket that 
roke an 81 -all tie 
with 8:08 to play. 
Bryant also had two 
key steals in the final 
four minutes. 

Steve Smith had 25 
to lead the Hawks, 
who had a chance to 
force overtime. But 
Dikembe Mutombo 
missed two free 
throws with two sec- 
onds remaining. 

• Heat 91, 76ers 84: 
At Philadelphia, Tim 
Hardaway had 22 

oints and a season- 
igh 14 assists as 
Miami heat broke a 
two-same losing 
streak. 

Voshon Lenard 
added 19 points for 
Miami, while Alonzo 


a steal on Atlanta Hawks 


Mourning, playing 
for just" the second 
time this season, had 
12 points and 13 
rebounds. 

Theo Ratliff, play- 
ing his first game for 
the 76ers after being 
acquired Thursday in 
a four-player trade 
with Detroit, had a 
season-high 17 points 
and seven rebounds. 
The Game also 
marked the return of 
76ers forward Der- 
rick Coleman, who 
missed 13 games due 
to an irregular heart- 
beat. 

• Rockets 116, 
Kings 98: At Hous- 
ton. Kevin Willis 
scored 28 points, 
including six straight 
late in the fourth 
quarter during a 20-7 
run as Houston pulled 
away. 

The victory was the 
11th in the" last 1 3 
games for Houston 
and the ninth straight 
at home. The Kings 
lost on the road tor 
rhe ninth consecutive 
time, making them 1 - 
1 1 away from home 
this season. 

Charles Barkley 
added 23 points and 
16 rebounds and the 
Rockets had six play- 
ers score in double 
figures. 

Mitch Richmond 
topped the Kings 
with 24 points. 


PSG join Monaco in second place 


^RIS (AFP) — Paris St Jimmy Algerino (81) to Torrential rain on the 


Nowen wins 1st World Cup race 


VAL D1SERE (AFP) — 
Sweden's Ylva Nowen won 
her first ever World Cup 
race when .she took the 
women's slalom here on 
Saturday in a combined 
time of 1 min 32.33secs. 

Italy’s Deborah Com- 
pagnoni. the defending 
world champion, was sec- 
ond in 1:32.42 with Urska 
Hrovut of Slovenia third in 
1:32.81. 

The 27-year-old Nowen, 
whose previous best finish 
had been fifth, finished 
13th after the first run but 
with the piste starting to cur 
up. she made the most of 
her early start position in 
the second run. 

”1 made a huch blunder in 
the first run which dropped 
me so far back. The second 
run I treated like a down- 
hill." said Nowen. 

It was a brilliant perfor- 
mance by Nowen who was 
thinking of quitting the 
sport earlier this year. 

■‘In the spring I was not 
sure whether or not 1 would 
continue competition ski- 
ing. I always skied well in 
training but could never put 
it together in competition. I 
am glad I decided to give it 
one final go." added the 
Swede. 

Not so delighted was sec- 
ond placed Compagnoni. 

"They should not have 
run the race. The way the 
piste broke up caused 
major problems for the 
faster runners. Still 1 fin- 
ished second and got points 
which was important," 
explained Compagnoni. 

Sweden's PernUla 


777 



Germany's Hilde Gerg passes a gate during the women's World Cup slalom in Val 
d'Isere December 20. Gerg won the combined while Sweden's Ylva Nowen won the 
slalom (Reuters photo) 


Wiberg, who has won 13 after the first run, crashed out of the start gate for her 

World Cup slalom’s and led out seconds after coming second run. 
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I Beit Al Bawadil 

THE FESTIVE MONTH I 


Christmas and Ramadan 

traditional and modem 
ceramic vases , lamps , bowls, 
ashtrays, rugs, wall hangings & embroideries. 



Make your holiday special 



From Abdoun Circle, third right off Cairo Street 
8am-7pm dally excepfFridays 
Telephone : 818629 -828070 


FOR RENT 


Furnished Apartment, 3 bedrooms 
in Shmisani. Call : 4161657 


LAKSIRI SEVA PVT LTD. 
CARGO SERVICE 

Great news for all Serilankan Citizens working in 
Jordan. 

Laksiri announces that it resumed computerized 
shipping operations / cargo service from 1 Jordan 
to Colombo - Serilanka. 

For information call: 666610 
or fax to : 704554 
or write to : P.O. Box 927153 
Amman - Jordan 




hitbread 



Germain joined Monaco 
in second place behind 
new leaders Metz in the 
French first division 
standings Friday when 
they snatched a 2-1 vic- 
tory at modest Rennes. 

Metz had beaten Mona- 
co 3-0 in the top-of-the 
table clash 24-hours ear- 
lier. 

Paris St Germain start- 
ed strongly with Italian 
frontrunner Marco 

Simone creating three 
clear chances in as many 
minutes but then the vis- 
itors^settled back. 

It took goals from Eric 
Rabesandratana (44) and 


clinch the win — 
Rennes, currently second 
from bottom, unlucky 
not to earn a point after 
Nicolas Gousse scored, 
on the hour. 

Auxerre moved up to 
sixth spot with a thrilling 
4-2 home win over high- 
riding Bordeaux. 

Thomas Deniaud (16. 
44/ and the top league 
.seprer Stephane Guivar- 
c’h (5S-pen. 85 j were the 
Auxerre scorers while 
Bordeaux relied with 
goals from Marc Zanotti 
and a 63rd minute penal- 
ty from Jean-Pierre 
Papin. 


Riviera forced the 

matches between Cannes 
and Chateauroux, and 
Marseille and Guingamp, 
to be postponed — while 
in Friday’s ocher matches 
Bustja crashed 1-0 at 
home to Lyon after miss- 
ing a second-half penal- 
ty. The Lyon goal came 
in the 55th minute from 
former international 
Daniel Bravo. 

Lens come away 2-1 
winners from Montpelli- 
er and Strasbourg defeat- 
ed visiting Toulouse 2-0. 





Sharm El-Sheikh 
30 / 12 - 2/1 



INTER CONTINENTAL 

Resort & Casino 
MARRIOTT 
MERlOtEN 

GOLDEN TULIP 

. SEMIRAMIS 

INTER CONTINENTAL 

3 -star hotet 


4- star hotel 
with tours 

5- star hotel 
with New Year Parti' 

5-star hotels 



JD 329 
JD 299 
JD 2SS 

JD 399 


JD 239 


JD 249 


JD 235 


JD 599 


.■ *. ’■ 


: i 


, . . tr«i<iportation and dixily 

All above P<.ck«8« RAMIS which does 

buffet brcnkfnst ( except SEMI k/mvus V -» 

not Include brcBkf«#t ) 


Plus other special offers and rates f or air tickets and world-wide hotels. 


■i J, ».- 



AMMAN : (DOWN TOWN} 622151 , (AL ABDALI) 685195 
ZARQA 982516 , IRBID 277607 , AQABA 2014991 






'kv>',iv« ,t\ M 


Buy* PEPSI 

evitd you* meat... 
and yet friee nefctU. 


✓ .. 


- • \ • -Vi? . 



Often ootid Utdde. i4e tuCateuuUi- only 

•7iU2S/?/l99g 


tywc one atelcMte in any ewi inaxutee 

821953 NEXT TO AMERICAN SCHOOL 
869278 SWEfTTEN 
5537933 VAH1AT AL-HOSSEIN 
681707 SNME1SAN1 
5538778 GARDENS ST. 

5239599 NEXT TO ARPUED SCIENCE UNIVERSITY 
837033 UNIVERSITY HOAD 
03/312935 AQA8A 


WANTED 




A PUBLIC SHAREHOLDING CO. 


needs a personal secretary to 
the chairman of the company 
with typing and shorthand 
experience, preferably with 
English as mother tongue. 




Please send CV to 
Fax No. 605514 - Amman. 




SPLASH FOR SPORTS & SUJIMUJ 6 AR i 

fl€ST WISHES FOB XMRS & RAMADAN I 


20-40% DISCOUNT (21 - 23 rd Dec) 

SPORTS collection featuring : 

Leotards, bra tops, unitards, 
leggings, hot pants, tights... 
manufactured from soft & supple microfibres, 
cottons, lycra. ‘Coolmax 1 lining for extra comfort. 
JOGGING SLITS. 

SLOUCH & TRAINING SOX, 
CASUAL OUTFITS. 

Underwear 

make use of the special 40% discount 
on summer items / swim wear. 

Seasonal greeting and a happy new year 

SPLASH- AL RABIEH. 

AL DABBAS CENTRE - Tel. 553-078 1 
(10.30- 1.30 & 4.30- 6.30) 
i Sunday 10.30- 1.30) 


r 
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U.S. gives Netanyahu more 
time to decide on withdrawal 


WASHINGTON <R) — The 
United States has given Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu several more 
weeks to decide how big a 
withdrawal he can make on the 
■ West Bank, a senior U.S. offi- 
cial said Friday. 

Washington does not expect 
Mr. Netanyahu or Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat to take 
big decisions like that until 
after they meet U.S. President 
Bill Clinton in January, he 
said. 

‘It’s logical that prior to tak- 
ing tough decisions it would 
make sense to have the presi- 
dent see the two leaders. Each 
leader is going to have tough 
decisions to nuke." he said. 


The U.S. has been pressing 
Mr. Netanyahu to make what it 
calls a “credible and signifi- 
cant' 7 withdrawal from the 
West Bank. Mr. Netanyahu 
has problems inside his gov- 
ernment. some members of 
which oppose giving land 
back to the Palestinians. 

In an interview with Reuters 
Friday. Mr. Netanyahu ruled 
out an Israeli withdrawal until 
the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) took tough 
action against political vio- 
lence. 

But neither he nor die U.S. 
have announced specific secu- 
rity targets for the Palestinians 
to meet. 

U.S. Secretary of State 


Madeleine Albright met Mr. 
Netanyahu and Mr. Arafat in 
Europe this week, without any 
visible signs of progress 
toward a further Israeli with- 
drawal. 

The official said the U.S. 
mediators felt they were nar- 
rowing the gap between the 
two sides but he declined to 
give details. "We concluded 
the Hebron agreement on Jan. 
15 and we haven't progressed 
since that time." he added later. 

In the weeks before the 
meetings with Mr. Clinton, the 
United States will work on the 
so-called interim issues — 
mainly practical steps which 
Israel agreed to take in earlier 
agreements but then failed to 


carry oul 

They include opening an air- 
port in Gaza, setting up an 
industrial zone between Israel 
and Gaza and making arrange- 
ments for a safe passage 
between Gaza and the West 
Bank. 

U.S. special Middle East 
envoy Dennis Ross may visit 
the region in the next few 
weeks to work on these ques- 
tions, in the hope that progress 
here will improve the climate. 

"They can affect the environ- 
ment within which the deci- 
sions get made... we would 
like to be able to have some 
progress on the interim issues 
because it will facilitate on the 
bigger issues." the official said. 


Iraqi oil to flow when U.N. 
plan approved — minister 


CAIRO (Rl — Iraq's oil min- 
ister said on Saturday his 
country would resume oil 
exports as soon as the United 
Nations approved plans to dis- 
tribute food and medicine. 

-Lieutenant-General Amir 
Mohammad Rasheed told 
Reuters in an interview he 
expected the plan to be agreed 
and exports under the U.N. 
oil-for-food deal to be 
resumed within two weeks. 

Mr. Rasheed. in Caro for a 
meeting of the Organisation of 
Arab Petroleum Exporting 
Countries, said a distribution 
plan for Kurdish-held north- 
ern Iraq had already been 
drawn up. 

The plan For the rest of Iraq 
would be completed in the 
next few days and submitted 
to U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan. 

"Once it is agreed we wifi 
immediately export oiL The 
whole process might take two 
weeks," he added. 

Under the U.N. deal in oper- 
ation since December 1996. 
Iraq may export oil worth $2 
billion every six months to 
finance imports of food, med- 
icine and other humanitarian 
goods. 

Mr. Rasheed said U.N. 
weapons inspectors were on a 
futile quest for prohibited 
arms and materials long since 
destroyed or abandoned, and 
demanded the immediate lift- 
ing of U.N. sanctions. 

"The problem is like look- 
ing for a black cat in a dark 
room when there is no cat" he 
said of the work of the inspec- 
tors. "How do you look for 
something that is not exist- 
ingT' 

U.N. chief arms inspector 
Richard Buder said Friday he 
suspected some banned arms 
were hidden in Iraq's so- 
called presidential sites, from 
which Baghdad has barred 
inspectors. 

"■We have finally had evi- 


dence or reason to believe that 
prohibited items have been or 
do exist in places that would 
be within that category called 
president and sovereign sites," 
be told a news conference at 
the U.N. 

In response to Iraq’s latest 
action, the Security Council is 
considering a U.S.-drafted 
statement demanding that Iraq 
give unconditional access to 
the inspectors immediately 
and condemning “any failure" 
by Iraq to admit them. 

Mr. Rasheed said Iraq had 
worked with the U.N. Special 
Commission lUNSCOM) to 
neutralise weapons and mate- 
rials arising from its missile, 
nuclear, biological and chemi- 
cal programmes, and long- 
term monitoring arrange- 
ments were in place. 

"With the Special 
Commission we are doing 
professional work to prove to 
the UNSCOM that everything 
is really neutralised, either 
destroyed or abandoned,” he 
said. 

This work was complete 
with regard to missile and 
nuclear programmes and 
nearly complete concerning 
chemical weapons, "except 
the VX” chemical, Mr. 
Rasheed said 

He said Iraq was exploring 
with UNSCOM scientific 
means of establishing that it 
had no biological weapons to 
hide. 

“So there is really nothing to 
look for. It is to check that 
there is nothing." he said 

Mr. Rasheed criticised Mr. 
Butler, without naming him. 
for voicing suspicions about 
what the presidential sites 
might contain. 

“Some people in UNSCOM 
under pressure from the 
American administration for 
known political reasons, 
which have nothing to do with 
Security Council resolution 
6S7. want to divert this issue 


and make an issue of some- 
thing which has nothing to do 
with the Security Council res- 
olution," he said 

Mr. Rasheed said the con- 
flict about the presidential 
sites was “really a pretext to 
delay the lifting of the sanc- 
tions, to delay the closing of 
the files and possibly also to 
give an excuse for military 
aggression by the Americans." 

This was harming the repu- 
tation of American policy in 
the Middle East and was not 
in the interest of the American 
people. 

He said Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz bad taken 
foreign journalists on a tour of 
some presidential palaces in 
Baghdad Friday to “show 
them the facts of the situation 
and undermine any ambiguity 
the American administration 
would like to raise.” 

Mr. Butler said Iraq's defin- 
ition of presidential and sover- 
eign sites went well beyond 
those seen by journalists on 
Friday, to include anywhere 
President Saddam Hussein 
resides or works. 

Mr. Rasheed said Iraq had 
met Security Council terms 
for the lifting of sanctions 
imposed for its 1 990 invasion 
of Kuwait and demanded an 
end to the "agony of the Iraqi 
population." Iraq could rapid- 
ly return to full oil production 
emee sanctions were ended. 
Mr. Rasheed said. 

“Tomorrow morning we 
could produce 2.6 million bar- 
rels per day. In a couple of 
months we can produce, after 
we gel a few million dollars, 
3.0 million bpd. Within less 
than one year we can produce 
3.5 million." he said. 

He said 7011000 to one mil- 
lion bpd would be needed for 
local consumption and 
exports to .Jordan. The 
remainder would be available 
for sale on the world market. 


Iran to appoint new envoy to Germany 


EHRAN (AFP) — Iran is to 
ypoint a new ambassador to 
ermuny following a thaw in 
lations. which were strained 
>er German charges that 
anian leaders -were involved 
terrorism, a newspaper said 
aturday. 

Former deputy foreign min- 
ter Ahmad Azizi will replace 
an's current envoy Hossein 
lusavian who has been in the 
b for seven years, the 
nglish-language Iran News 


said, without giving a date for 
the handover. 

Mr. Azizi. 54, is now head 
of the foreign affairs commit- 
tee of the National Security 
Council Iran's highest politi- 
cal and military decision- 
making body. 

The nomination of a new 
ambassador could be wel- 
comed by Germany as Mr. 
Musavian was at the helm of 
the Iranian mission in Bonn 
through the darkest period of 


bilateral relations. 

Relations soured after a 
Berlin court in April accused 
Tehran of involvement in the 
murder of dissidents on 
German soil in 1992. 
Germany along with other 
European Union countries 
recalled their ambassadors. 

The Elf diplomats finally 
returned last month after Iran 
dropped a demand for the 
German ambassador to be the 
last to return and alone. 


U.S. prepares for Lockerbie anniversary 


1MGTON (AFP) — 
Eton vowed Friday 
ill not forget" as it 
d to mark the 
sary of the 1988 
s of Pan Am Right 
"over Lockerbie. 


Scotland that left 270 dead, 
including 189 Americans. 

Families and friends of 
the victims were to gather at 
Arlington Cemetery, just 
outside Washington, and in 
Lockerbie Sunday to mark 
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the anniversary. 

The State Department 
described the Dec. 21. 1988 
bombing as “one of the 
worst terrorist attacks in the 
history, of our country " 

“We have not forgotten 
this terrible crime commit- 
ted that day nine years ago. 
and we shall not forget." 
State Department deputy 
spokesman Janies Foley 
said. 

"We will continue to 
demand that the two men 
accused of this crime be 
held to answer so that the 
truth may be known, and we 
pledge our continuing com- 
mitment to see that justice is 
done" he said. 


Egypt slaps 
entry visa 
requirement 
on visiting 
Qataris 

DOHA (AFP) — Qataris 
visiting Egypt will 
require entry visas from 
Sunday, Egypt's ambas- 
sador here said on 
Saturday. the latest 
development in a diplo- 
matic squabble between 
the two countries. 

Mohammad Menissi 
described the move by 
Egypt’s foreign ministry 
as “a question of sover- 
eignty." 

Cairo's decision fol- 
lows a move by Doha in 
October to stop granting 
visas to nationals from 
seven Arab countries, 
including Egypt- Qatar 
said the move formed 
part of security measures 
for the controversial 
regional economic con- 
ference in Doha in 
November. 

Relations between .the 
two countries have been 
hit by Qatar's decision to 
host the economic forum 
which was attended by 
Israel despite an 
Egyptian-led boycott by 
many Arab countries. 

In addition, the Qatari 
foreign minister sparked 
anger in Cairo over 
accusations Egypt was 
involved in a failed coup 
attempt in Doha in 
February 1996. 

However. the two 
countries appeared to 
have patched up their 
differences at a reconcil- 
iation meeting earlier 
this month. 

Mr. Menissi said that 
in November last year 
Qatar stopped granting 
work visas to Egyptian 
nationals. . estimating 
that around 20.000 to 
25.000 Egyptians cur- 
rently live in Qatar 
against 40.000 two years 
ago. 


Jupiter’s moons 



This image released by the Jet Propulsion Laboratoiy Dec 16 shows a cutaway view of 
the possible internal structure of Jupiter's moon Europa. The interior characteristics are 
inferred from gravity field and magnetic field measurements by NASA's Galileo space- 
craft. Europa has a metallic (iron, nickel) core (shown in gray) surrounded by a rock shell 
(shown in brown). The rock layer is in turn surrounded by a shell of water in ice or liq- 
uid form (shown in blue and white). The surface layer of Europa is shown as white to 
indicate that it may differ from the underlying layers. Galileo images of Europa suggest 
that a liquid water ocean might underlie a surface ice layer several miles thick (AFP 
photo) 



This image released by the Jet Propulsion Laboratoiy Dec 16 shows a cutaway view of 
the possible intemaTsbmcture bifJupitef's moon fo. The surface of the satellite is a mosa- 
ic of images obtained in 1979 by NASA's Voyager spacecraft The interior characteristics 
are inferred from gravity field and magnetic field measurements by NASA's Galileo 
spacecraft lo's radius is about 1129 miles, similar to that of Earth's Moon. lo has a metal- 
lic (iron, nickel) core (shown in gray) drawn to the correct relative size. The core is sur- 
rounded by a rock shell (shown in brown) (AFP photo) 



This image shows a cutaway view of the possible internal structure of Jupiter's moon 
Callisto. Callisto's interior is shown as a relatively uniform mixture of comparable 
amounts of ice and rock. The surface layer of Callisto is shown as white to indicate that 
it may differ from the underlying layer (AFP photo) 


Turkey expels Greek colonel for ‘spying’ 

Germans reject Turkey ’s 
accusations of prejudice 

ilself by its bootstraps and 
stopped exaggerating the sit- 
uation," he said. “Democracy 
is insufficient in Turkey and 
the relationship with Greece 
is insufficient These are the 
reasons that Turkey Is not 
being invited." 

The conservative daily Die 
Welt said that “instead of cry- 
ing out in rage. Ankara 
should try to ffilfil the obvi- 
ous expectations [for EU 
membership] by treating 
opponents and minorities 
better." 

“It is well known that 
Turkey is not politically or 
economically ready for full 
EU membership" said 
Cologne's Sladt-Anzeiger. 
Turkey has to improve in 
the areas of democracy and 
stability and it has to over- 
come its fight with Greece," 


ANKARA I AFP) — Turkey 
has expelled a Greek military 
attache after accusing him of 
spying and collaborating with 
Kurdish separatists. the 
Turkish mass-circulation 
daily Sabah reported 
Saturday. 

The paper said that the 
Greek colonel, who worked 
as military attache a! the 
Greek consulate in Istanbul, 
was caught red-handed by 
Turkish intelligence agents as 
he received “confidential doc- 
uments’* in an Istanbul hotel. 

Bui the Greek embassy in 
Ankara denied the report. “‘It 
is totally baseless.” said 
spokesman Nicos 

Papaconstantinou. 

According to Sahah, 
Turkish intelligence discov- 
ered links between the 
colonel, identified only by his 
surname Haralombous. and 
the Kurdistan Workers’ Party 
(PKKi, which is fighting for 
an independent homeland in 
southeast Turkey. 

It said he had PKK activists 
photograph Turkish milittiry 


i asm! lations. helped to sneak 
Kurdish rehels buck into the 
country after training in 
Greece and “gave them mili- 
tary support." 

The intelligence services set 
a trap for the officer before 
arresting him and his contacts 
in Istanbul. He was then 
thrown out of the country. 
Sahah said without giving a 
date for the expulsion. 

The paper publislied a pho- 
tograph or a man in military 
uniform wliieli il said was 
Colonel Haralombous. 

The Greek embassy said the 
picture was in fact of its own 
military attache in Ankara. 
Constantin Balunos. "As far 
as I know there is no-one 
called Haralombous. it's 
bogus." the cmhiLSsy 
spokesman said. 

Turkey lias repeatedly 
accused its arch-enemy 
Greece of training PKK mili- 
tants to attack Turkish t.ugcts, 
something which Athens 
denies. 


BONN (R) — Germany's 
government got support from 
commentators on Saturday 
for dismissing Turkey’s 
claim that German prejudice 
was keeping it out of the 
European Union. But news- 
papers also warned against 
sinking a serious conflict. 

In the latest episode in 
increasingly heated 

exchanges, German Foreign 
Minister Klaus Kinkcl said 
late Friday that Turkey had 
only its own lack of democ- 
ratic values to blame for 
exclusion from the EU. 

Turkish Prime Minister 
Mcsut Yilmaz had earlier 
sitid in Washington that 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
wanted to turn the EU into a 
"Cliristian club." Mr. Kinkcl 
said this was ubsuni and out 
of line, 

"It is lime Turkey grabbed 



British doctor reveals 

secret code for 
insulting patients 

LONDON (AFP) _ 
Patients in Britain who find 
their medical notes covered 
with incomprehensible 
acronyms may be brine 
secretly insulted, a doctor 
revealed on Friday, pfti 
Hammond said in interview 
that many doctors use a 
common code to poke fun at 
their patients. Patients with 
“SIG" at the top of their 
medical notes have been 
marked as a “Strops 
Ignorant Git." Other 
acronyms include ‘TATT 
for “Tired All The Time." 
•TEETH" for “Tried 
Everything Else. Trv 
Homeopathy," “PAFCT lor 
‘“Pissed (drunk) And ftjj 
Over" and “TF BUNDT 
for ‘Totally — Bui 
Unfortunately Not Deal 
Yet." 

BBC to screen 
documentary on 
male hooker 

LONDON (AFP) — The 
BBC is to screen a docu- 
mentary about a happilv- 
raarried male prostitute in 
Australia who has been paid 
to sleep with 1.200 women. 
Joel Ryan, a father of four 
sleeps with 500 women 
annually. and earns 
$134,000 a year as a 
legalised sex worker — on 
call 24 hours a day. In ibe 
documentary “What son of 
a gentleman are you after?" 
Joel reveals how he turned 
to prostitution when his fur- 
niture-making business hit 
hard times. Joel is often 
hired as a birthday present 
and as a special gift to the 
bride-to be at hen parties. 
He says sleeping with other 
women is never like makiiw 
love to his wife, it's just sex. 
“I’m being ordered up like a 
pizza.” he says. 

Indian director 
charged with train 
hold-up 

NEW DELHI ( AFP) - A 
Bombay film-maker whu 
held up an Express train in 
the Indian state of Rajasthan 
to shoot a film appeared ic 
court Saturday, the Prcv 
Trust of India said A maeis- 
trate stayed the arrest of 
Tinu Verma, the film-maker, 
and granted him bail, bid 
ordered other actor* and 
actresses to appear in hr 
court next month to £** 
trial. Verma's unit fr™ 
Bombay, the hub of Iiriw' 
film industry, alleged^ 
stopped the train recently m 
a Rajasthan rail station fo 
shoot an action-thriller in *• 
passenger cars. 

Truant senator 
stripped of privileges 

OTTAWA (AFP) - A 
Canadian senator has l* 1 '" 
stripped of his privileges— 
office, secretary, lelepb^' 
and free travel 
Canada — because ot 
failure to attend sessions o 
the Upper House. Howeu-r. 
Liberal Senator AiuJ^ 
Thompson. 73. who ^ ^ 
been to fewer than three Jv 
cent of the chambers 
sions since 1990, will 
his annual salary 1 
$52,500. Thompson ^ 
said he was too ill io 3tu ' n, ( 
Senate sessiore; over the j" 
seven years. He < T cl r. 
much of the year at » ' 
home in La Paz- Me *" ■ ' 
providing medical ** 
ments to explain his 
and keep the pay aW* 
flowing. 

Bill Crystal will host 

the 70th Academy 
Awards 

LOS ANGELES fAff* jjjj 
Comedian Billy 
return to host uie • 
Academy Awards, an ^ 
my official 
Friday. “I am delieWjj?. 
Billy is returning aslw^* 
year, there is nobod 
him." said Gii l 
ducer of the 
Awards. “Billy <s 
mance last year was J 
taculan the audience 

him." 


